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“Just a Fairy Tale?” Luke 2:1-20  Christmas Eve 2015 

 You may not be aware of it, but the American Atheist Society is very 

active this time of year.  They have even put up some billboards 

challenging the claims of Christmas.  One features a young girl writing a 

note.  It says, “Dear Santa, All I want for Christmas is to skip church!  I’m 

too old for fairy tales!”  Another one has a picture of three wise men 

following a star.  It says, “You Know It’s a Myth.  This Season Celebrate 

Reason.” 

 Hmmm.  Is it all a fairy tale?  A Myth?  Is Christmas just a story that 

someone made up, like “Festivus”- the ridiculous holiday created by the 

Costanza family on “Seinfeld” featuring the Festivus pole, feats of strength 

and the airing of grievances?”  You know, “Festivus- for the rest of us!”  Or, 

did God really take on human flesh and become a human being like us. We 

have to acknowledge that we don’t have any direct evidence to support the 

claims of the Bible regarding these things- no pictures or video clips.  That 

shouldn’t surprise us, as the Bible itself says that God became one of us by 

being born to a poor woman in the obscure town of Bethlehem in Judea.  

Nothing about Jesus’ birth would have captured the attention of any 

historian. 
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 But that doesn’t mean there is no evidence that God became human 

on that first Christmas.  It’s just that the evidence is indirect, rather than 

direct.  And I think there is substantial indirect evidence that God did indeed 

become a human being in the person of Jesus Christ.  It comes mainly 

from the effect that Jesus had on our world. 

 First, we point to the effect that Jesus had on the first disciples, the 

people who knew him best.  These were by all accounts, ordinary men who 

were transformed into courageous leaders and witnesses.  Their stories 

about him are contained in our four gospels, all written while people who 

had seen Jesus were alive and could have easily discredited their 

accounts.  All of these disciples but one endured persecution, torture, and 

death rather than deny their belief that Jesus was in fact the Son of God.  

And the remaining one was exiled to the remote island of Patmos.  That’s 

pretty strong evidence that those who knew him were convinced that 

Christmas was real, not a fairy tale. 

 Second, we point to the fact that Jesus’ teaching changed the world. 

Consider his emphasis on compassion.  As hard as it is for us to believe, 

compassion was not regarded as a virtue in the ancient world before Jesus.  

In fact, it was seen as a sign of weakness.  Nonetheless, Jesus’ followers 

lived compassionately, to the astonishment of the surrounding culture.  
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Listen to this quote from the lawyer Aristides addressing Hadrian, the 

Roman emperor around 100AD.  “Christians love one another. They never 

fail to help widows;  they save orphans from those who would hurt them.  If 

a man has something, he gives freely to the man who has nothing.  If they 

see a stranger, Christians take him home and are happy, as though he 

were a real brother…If one of them is poor and there isn’t enough food to 

go around, they fast several days to give him the food he needs… This is 

really a new kind of person.  There is something divine in them.” 

 Followers of Jesus lived out his teaching about compassion, and in 

time it became accepted as something to which all people should aspire.  It 

changed the world. 

 Jesus’ followers also transformed the societies in which they lived, as 

they worked for justice and compassion.  In England and the US, they led 

the fight against child labor.  They advocated strongly for the end of the 

slave trade and helped to put an end to slavery.  They were strong 

advocates for education, building schools throughout the world.  They 

continued Jesus’ ministry of healing, building clinics and hospitals wherever 

they went.  African-American Christians as well as their white brothers and 

sisters worked hard to enact civil rights legislation in this country, often at 

great personal cost.   
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 More recently, in the late 1980’s, Christians led the peaceful 

revolutions in the former Soviet Bloc states that toppled the Soviet regime 

and freed millions in Eastern Europe. They have advocated for prison 

reform around the world, and the lives of women have improved 

everywhere that the gospel has taken hold.  Christian missionaries have 

helped to transform societies for the better around the world.  For example, 

consider the change that has come to the Naga people in India.   

The Naga tribe was known as a fierce group of warriors, head-

hunters who lived in fear of offending angry spirits that they believed 

caused all their sickness.  About hundred years ago followers of Jesus 

came to their land anyway and brought the good news that God sent his 

Son as a Savior, who was more powerful than the spirits they feared.  In 

time this good news was received by the Naga people, and their society 

was transformed from a revenge-based culture into one that trusts God to 

make wrongs right.  Having experienced the changes that Jesus can make, 

they have now sent their own missionaries to other states in India, bringing 

the good news there.  This kind of story has been repeated in countless 

places around the world. 

 We should acknowledge that Christians have not always lived up to 

the teachings of Jesus.  The crusades, and anytime that people used 
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Christianity as an excuse to dominate others to gain wealth or power.  It is 

shameful, but many Christians initially opposed the eradication of slavery 

and the enactment of civil rights.  And sometimes missionaries confused 

Western cultural norms with the teaching of the gospel.  But in time 

Christians have usually acknowledged their failures and repented from 

them, trying to right their wrongs, because they know that God is horrified 

by such things. 

 After the damage done by Hurricane Katrina, Roy Hattersley, an 

outspoken atheist and newspaper writer wrote this, “It ought to be possible 

to live a Christian life without being a Christian.”  But as he watched scores 

of Christian groups leading the relief effort on the Gulf Coast he wrote, 

“Notable by their absence were teams from rational societies, free thinkers’ 

clubs, and atheists’ associations- the sort of people who scoff at religion’s 

intellectual absurdity…. Christians are the people most likely to take the 

risks and make the sacrifices involved in helping others.” 

 In Frank Capra’s classic movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” George Bailey 

is forced to watch as Bedford Falls spirals down into Pottersville as he 

imagines a world in which he had never lived.  The evidence suggests that 

our world would look a lot more like Pottersville if the followers of Jesus had 

never lived!  Those who believe that God came to earth in the person of 
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Jesus Christ and who follow his teaching have made and are making a 

powerful difference in our world. 

 Finally, we should point out the impact that Jesus has had on the 

lives of individuals.  We can look at the Apostle Paul, who was transformed 

from being a murderous persecutor of early Christians to being perhaps the 

most important Christian missionary of all time.  Later, in the 4th century, St. 

Augustine of Hippo encountered Jesus and did a total about-face in his life, 

which he recorded in his book, Confessions.  His influence on Western 

thinking and culture continues even today.  In the late 1700’s, John Newton 

was a reprobate slave-trading sailor.  After his encounter with Jesus, he 

was totally changed and penned the words to the well-loved hymn, 

“Amazing Grace.”  “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a 

wretch like me.  I once was lost, but now am found.  Was blind but now I 

see.”   

 One year ago tomorrow, the film “Unbroken” was released.  It tells the 

story of Louis Zamperini, an Olympic athlete who survived a plane crash 

into the Pacific during WWII.  He was captured, mistreated, and tortured in 

a concentration camp before being released at the end of the war.  His 

hatred for his Japanese captors nearly destroyed him until he asked Jesus 

for help following a Billy Graham rally.  His life was transformed and 
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eventually he returned to Japan to share the good news of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ and to publically forgive those who had abused him. 

 We could talk about the survivors of the church shooting last June in 

Charleston, SC, who were willing to forgive the one who had done this 

horrible thing to them.  We could talk about people in this congregation who 

have experienced healing, deliverance from addictions, and power to 

forgive those who have wronged them.  Whose hearts have been softened 

toward those in need and who are motivated to serve in soup kitchens, on 

mission trips, with Ruth’s Harvest, and with the Gettysburg CARES 

homeless shelter which we are hosting right now.  There are others here 

who look after people who can no longer get out of their homes and listen 

to those with deep needs and sorrows. 

 Jesus has touched the lives of countless people living today and 

continues to do so.  And Jesus has touched me.  That, I know. 

 So my response to those atheist billboards, like the one which invites 

us to celebrate reason, is to respond, “OK.  I think reason is important, too.  

And I think there is good reason to believe that God became a human 

being on that first Christmas, that Jesus is who he claimed to be.  For the 

impact that Jesus has had on our world, in places near and far, in ancient 
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times and to this day, and the impact he has had and continues to have on 

individual lives is simply unparalleled!”  That’s one big reason I believe. 

 How about you?  What do you think?  What do you believe?  I think it 

takes a lot of faith to believe Christmas is just a myth in light of the 

evidence!  Maybe it’s time for you to take the next step.  If you’re struggling 

with doubt, ask Jesus to reveal himself to you and see what happens.  Or, 

maybe you are ready to entrust your life to Jesus, believing that he can 

take it and make something wonderful out of it.  Why not do that tonight?   

 During the time of reflection after we sing “Silent Night,” I invite you to 

think about how you will be part of what God is doing in our world through 

the followers of his Son, Jesus. 


