
1 
 

1 
 

Mostly Music Sunday 12/20/15 

Instead of a traditional sermon, these are introductory comments I made 

before each of the four anthems performed by our choir. 

 When Dave Conklin asked me to prepare remarks and Scripture 

readings for today’s choir anthems, I told him I was glad to do so.  But 

when he told me the name of first anthem, “There Shall a Star Come Out of 

Jacob,” I was immediately stuck.  I couldn’t remember any passage in the 

Bible that used that phrase.  Dave assured me that there was one, but I 

wondered if his memory was clouded by a little too much pre-Christmas 

eggnog!  Fortunately, Mother Google came to my aid and I found the 

passage, though it’s pretty obscure! 

 It’s found in the book of Numbers and is spoken by the prophet 

Balaam to the King of Moab when the Hebrew people were encamped 

along the Jordan River on the brink of entering the promised land of 

Canaan.  The King wants Balaam to pronounce a curse on the Hebrews, 

because he sees them as a threat, but Balaam insists he will only prophesy 

what God reveals to him.  And this is what God revealed to him in Num. 24: 

15 “The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of the man whose eye is 

clear, 16the oracle of one who hears the words of God, and knows the 
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knowledge of the Most High, who sees the vision of the Almighty, who falls 

down, but with his eyes uncovered: (Here it is!)17I see him, but not now; I 

behold him, but not near— a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter 

shall rise out of Israel;”  (Num. 24:15-17a) 

“There Shall a Star Rise Out of Jacob” 

 

 The second reading comes from the book of Revelation.  If you’ve 

ever managed to read through this book, you’ll know that after some letters 

to churches in Asia in the first three chapters, it consists of wild, vivid 

visions given to John, the writer.  They were designed to encourage the 

Christian church which was living under persecution at that time.  The 

visions are somewhat coded and are notoriously hard to interpret, but the 

main point is clear.  At the time of God’s choosing, Jesus will triumph over 

all evil, and the people of God will be vindicated.  Then, these words 

appear near the end of the book, “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you 

with this testimony for the churches.  I am the root and the descendant of 

David, the bright morning star.”  (Rev. 22:16)   

“Christ is the morning star.” 
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 You probably know the story behind the writing of the next anthem.  

The events took place at St. Nicolas Church in Oberndorf, Austria where 25 

year-old Joseph Mohr was the Assistant Pastor.  He was in charge of 

music for the small church, but in the winter of 1818 as he was making 

preparations for a special Christmas Eve mass, he discovered that the 

organ would not work.  He worked on it in vain for hours, and finally 

realized he would need a Plan B.  He remembered that he had written a 

Christmas poem a few years before, and dug it out from his desk.  He ran 

to the home of the church organist, Franz Gruber, giving him the bad news 

about the organ.  Then, he showed him the poem and asked if he could 

write a simple tune for it that the choir could learn quickly.  It would need to 

be accompanied by guitar.  He left the poem with the organist and went 

back to the church to finish his preparations for the service. 

 A couple hours later Gruber arrived at the church and taught the new 

tune to the choir, which they performed at the mass that night.  Thus “Silent 

Night” was born. 

 

 The final anthem reminds us that the good news of the birth of God’s 

Son is meant to be shared.  In the Christmas story, you may remember that 
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the shepherds left the infant and his parents and went to share the news 

with others, setting an example for us to follow.  And just before Jesus left 

to return to his Father in heaven, he said some very important words on 

this same subject.  They are found in Matt. 28: 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 

doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

“Amen!  Tell It On the Mountain” 


