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“In the Fullness of Time…God Sent His Son” Gal. 4:1-7 12/13/15 

 How many of you have been putting up Christmas decorations over 

the last couple weeks?  If so, you’ve probably encountered the bain of 

holiday decorators- tangled lights.  You know you put them away the 

previous January in an orderly fashion.  And yet somehow, in a manner 

that defies scientific explanation, when you open the box with the lights, 

they are hopelessly tangled!  All you want to do is to hang them up 

outdoors or on the tree, but nooooo.  First, you have to stop what you’re 

doing and untangle them before you can proceed. 

 This morning’s scripture passage is a little like those lights.  It needs 

some untangling, but hopefully after we’ve untangled it, it will be something 

of beauty to enjoy as we celebrate Christmas. 

 The passage is found in Paul’s letter to Christians in Galatia, located 

in present-day Turkey.  We’ll begin reading in chapter 4, verse 1.  

My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than 

slaves, though they are the owners of all the property; 2but they remain 

under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 3So with us; 

while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the 

world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of 
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a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you 

are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

“Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then 

also an heir, through God. (Gal. 4:1-7) 

 Let’s get started with the untangling.  I really like this passage and I 

believe it will be worth the effort!  Let’s look at the first few verses again. 

My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than 

slaves, though they are the owners of all the property; 2but they remain 

under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 3So with us; 

while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the 

world. (Gal. 4:1-3) 

 In ancient times as is true today, parents could make a will that left 

their estate to a minor child.  However, even if the parents died, the child 

still was unable to actually take possession of the estate until the time 

specified by the father, usually the age of majority.  In the interim period, 

the child was under the care of a guardian, and had no special rights or any 

access to the estate.  He was, in Paul’s words, like a slave in terms of his 

rights and privileges. 



 
    3 
 

 Paul uses this situation as a metaphor for the human race and for 

each one of us.  God made promises throughout the Old Testament to 

deliver us from sin and evil and violence.  But that promise had not yet 

been fulfilled.  We were still “enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world,”  

which is a curious and debated phrase.  I think it can best be understood to 

mean that all of humanity was stuck in their attempts to justify themselves, 

to improve themselves, and to rid themselves of evil.  All of these attempts 

failed and still fail miserably.  They usually lead to brokenness, guilt, and 

self-loathing as we continually fail to be the people we should be, causing 

pain to others as well as ourselves.  We are stuck, unable to free ourselves 

from sin and its consequences.  It’s something like that old TV commercial 

where someone says, “Help!  I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”  But, 

fortunately, that’s not the end of the story!   

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the 

law… (Gal. 4:4-5a) 

 This is the good news of Christmas!  In the fullness of time, God sent 

his Son, Jesus!  Remember the father before who set the time when his 

child would receive the inheritance?  Now it’s God the Father who set the 



 
    4 
 

time when he would send his Son so we could take possession of God’s 

promises to us!  God knew when the time was just right, and he acted! 

 Paul makes two important observations about Jesus here.  He calls 

him God’s Son, meaning that he was fully divine.  Therefore, he had the 

power and authority to redeem us.  That’s Good News for sure!  And Paul 

also points out that Jesus was born of a woman, reminding us that he was 

fully human.  Because of that we know that Jesus understands all the 

challenges and temptations and sorrows that come with being human, so 

that when we pray to him, we know that we pray to a God who can identify 

with our dilemmas.  That can be a great comfort to us, and an 

encouragement to go to God with all our concerns. 

 Further, Paul notes that Jesus was “born under the law,” born under 

that whole self-justifying system that never had the power to make us right 

with God, or to empower us to be the people God created us to be.  Why 

was it important the Jesus was born under the law?  “In order to redeem 

those under the law.”  Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the law, which 

we could never do, so we wouldn’t have to.  You see, the story of 

Christmas, of God taking on human flesh is only the beginning of the story.  

God took on human flesh for a purpose!  He did it in order to redeem us. 
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 A number of years ago our office email started acting up.  All 

messages sent to us bounced back and we couldn’t send any outgoing 

mail.  So, we called our service provider and found out that our domain 

name had not been renewed so they just shut us down!   

 I asked the service provider to look into the matter and find out what 

we could do.  Apparently, we had never received the renewal bill, and the 

30-day grace period had expired.  But, to protect our name, it had been 

placed in a redemption category, meaning no one else could purchase it, 

but we could redeem it…for a price.  In fact, a higher price than we had 

originally paid for it!  So that’s what we did.  We paid the redemption price, 

redeemed our name, and got back in business. 

 Long ago, due to human neglect, the entire human race fell into a 

situation where things no longer worked the way they were designed to.  

So, we were placed in a redemption category, but were unable to buy our 

own way out.  Thank God, he provided the redemption price and bought us 

back at the cost of his own Son, Jesus.  And we have been redeemed, 

bought back, rescued, and saved.   

 And there’s more!  We have been redeemed “so that we might 

receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent 
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the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” (Gal. 4:5b-6)  

Now Paul mixes in another metaphor.  The image of adoption is one of 

Paul’s favorite metaphors for our incorporation into God’s family.  We have 

been redeemed, bought back, made right with God so that we could be 

adopted into God’s family, with all the rights and privileges of a child of 

God.  We have new brothers and sisters.  Our sins are forgiven.  Our 

Father’s power can transform us and make us into the kind of people we 

were designed to be- courageous, patient, kind, compassionate, and 

forgiving.  We find purpose and meaning as we do the work of our Father 

wherever we find ourselves.  We are adopted into God’s family.  We are 

loved.  We are accepted.  Then Paul sums up. 

7So you are no longer a slave but a child (of God), and if a child then also 

an heir, through God. (Gal. 4:7)  We’re back to the original image, we are 

now heirs of God’s promises of forgiveness and redemption.  We have 

received them and can live in light of them, all because “In the fullness of 

time God sent his Son, born of a woman.” 

 Now I know that to some of you, all this may sound fine and good, but 

you struggle to see what it means in your day-to-day life.  Perhaps this little 

story will help.  High up in Winchester Cathedral sits a stained-glass 
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window that seems out-of-place in a 17th century building.  It appears to be 

a modern work of art, rather than the traditional windows of those days that 

depict stories from the Bible.  It has an interesting history. 

 In the mid 1600’s, Oliver Cromwell and others led campaigns against 

the Roman Catholics in England.  When they came to Winchester 

Cathedral, they used iron bars to shatter the ancient stained glass windows 

and break up its icons.  The troops left the ground outside littered with 

fragments of glass.  After they left, the people of the town picked up the 

shattered glass and stored for a later, safer time that they prayed would 

come.  Years later, a cathedral worker volunteered for the difficult task of 

re-installing the window.  He assembled the pieces into an abstraction of 

color that looked like nothing in all of Europe at the time, and even today, 

seems odd in that setting.  And yet no one can deny its great beauty.  The 

play of light from the sun filtering through the window creates a constantly 

changing mosaic in the cathedral. 

 The cathedral worker was able to redeem the broken pieces of a 

violent past and create a work of beauty.  And that’s what God is doing in 

our lives today.  Some of you grew up in homes that were far from ideal, or 

have been in marriages that were not at all what you hoped they would be.  
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Some of you have experienced profound disappointments in your careers 

or in friendships and family relationships.  Some of you have been sucked 

into all kinds of addictions or have made poor choices that caused great 

pain to you and to others.  Some of you have become hardened, unable to 

feel the distress of others, and have become harsh in your words and 

judgments.  You are enslaved to the elemental spirits of this world, to use 

Paul’s language.  You know brokenness. 

 But now, you have been redeemed.  And God is in the process of 

taking all the broken pieces of your life and making something beautiful out 

of them.  That’s what redemption is all about.  It’s your job to live into that 

work that God is doing, to cooperate with his re-construction of your life.  

And the Christmas season is a great time to work on that as you remember 

that God sent his Son in the fullness of time for your redemption.  Trust 

God this season to begin or continue the work of redeeming your life, of 

making it new and beautiful. 


