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What is Church All About? Acts 2:43-47      11/16/14 (combined service) 

 One of the pitfalls and dilemmas of military operations is what is 

called mission drift or mission creep.  For example, the U.S. went into Viet 

Nam to train South Vietnamese officers as they faced North Vietnamese 

aggression, and ended up fighting in a civil war that claimed 50,000 

American lives.  We went into Iraq to topple Saddam Hussein because of 

his alleged weapons of mass destruction and wound up trying to rebuild a 

nation divided by centuries-old conflicts.  That hasn’t gone so well, either.  

Mission drift. 

 The church has been plagued by mission drift, too.  In the early 

1900’s many churches became centers of social work when the social 

gospel movement led churches to believe that they could transform society 

into a utopian world.  WWI ended that delusion.  Churches continued a 

mission of social reform in the 1960’s with some successes with civil rights, 

but huge failures in eliminating poverty.  In the 1970’s, many mainline 

churches saw themselves as therapeutic centers, seeking to help people 

feel better about themselves.  Churches have also seen themselves as 

dispensers of spiritual education, the primary instillers of moral values in 

children, centers to feed the hungry, way stations for immigrants, and clubs 

for social interaction.  While there is nothing wrong with any of these things,  

in some cases, these things have pulled us away from our primary mission.  

Mission drift. 
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 As we celebrate our life together here at GPC with our whole 

congregation gathered this morning, I think it is a good time to re-visit our 

mission.  I’ve selected a few verses from Acts 2 to guide us.  They describe 

the very early church, right after the Holy Spirit was given to believers at 

Pentecost.  The verses are printed in your bulletin if you would like to follow 

along. 

43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 

done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time 

together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 

glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the 

people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 

being saved. (Acts 2:42-47) 

 No one could accuse that church of being boring or out-of-touch!  

There was a real sense of dynamic energy and power that affected the 

world around them, too.  Let’s look more closely at what that church did 

and see how it compares with what we’re doing!  How far have we drifted 

from our original mission? 

 The first thing that is said is that “43Awe came upon everyone, 

because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.”  

Hmmm.  The miracles being done by the apostles had the effect of giving 
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everyone a sense of awe at God’s activity among them.  But, how does 

that relate to us today?  Lou and I haven’t done many signs and wonders 

recently.  Does that mean we’re off the hook for this one? 

 I don’t think so.  God is at work among us.  People have been 

restored to health after we prayed for them.  Marriages, which were 

foundering, have been healed.  People with addictions have experienced 

victory over them.  Many of you go to work each day with a joyful sense 

that God has called you to your work.  While we may not see the kind of 

miracles noted in the book of Acts, we do see definite signs that God is at 

work among us.   

The problem is that many of us are shy about sharing those signs of 

God’s presence with others.  And so those experiences remain private, or 

only known to a few.  And we lose the possibility that God might use those 

experiences to strengthen the faith of others, or to encourage others with 

their own struggles.  I think hearing about how God is working in the lives of 

fellow church members could introduce a spiritual dynamic that would be 

powerful for us.  We’ll do that next week on Thanksgiver’s Sunday, but I’d 

like hear about God’s work in the lives of our members year round!  So talk 

to Lou or me when you see God at work in your life!  Let’s figure out how to 

let others know, so they too can be filled with a sense of awe and gratitude 

at God’s goodness!   



 4
 Next in Acts we find that Christians were involved in deep fellowship 

with one another.  They shared with one another financially and spent time 

in each other’s homes, eating and praying together.  Let’s talk first about 

their giving, because giving was an important part of that fellowship.  In 

fact, they even sold their possessions to support each other!  You have 

been generous in your giving this year, as you have supported both the 

capital campaign and the annual budget.  Thank you!  But, as I mentioned 

last week, we need even more sacrifice for the coming year, to support 

God’s work here.  Later in the service you’ll have an opportunity to make a 

pledge.  I hope you will be generous, using this as a chance to worship 

God through joyful giving. 

 But there is more to Christian fellowship than financial support.  I 

recently read the story of a woman named Anna, whose husband, Herman, 

needed some surgery. The situation was complicated by the fact that he 

also suffered from Alzheimer’s.  Anna was concerned when the medical 

staff at the hospital informed her that Herman would have to be put in 

restraints following surgery so he wouldn’t pull out his IV or harm himself in 

some other way.  She knew that this would be terribly confusing and 

frightening for him, but the hospital just didn’t have enough staff to watch 

him all the time. 

 She asked some friends from her home fellowship group to pray for 

her husband and shared these concerns with them.  A few hours later she 
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received a call from the group which was meeting that night.  They asked, 

“Would Herman have to be restrained if we had someone in the room with 

him every minute during his recovery?”   

 “I couldn’t ask you to do that,” she said. 

 “You’re not asking.  We’re offering.  Go call the nurses.” 

When Anna told her friends that the nurses agreed Herman would not need 

to be restrained if there was someone present with him, she heard her 

small group cheer as the information was relayed to them.  And that’s what 

they did.  They were with Herman 24 hours a day in the days following his 

surgery.  That’s church, my friends.  That’s fellowship. 

 And I’m pleased to say that I can easily imagine that kind of thing 

happening around here, because similar things happen regularly.  Our 

Deacons help lead this kind of ministry, but our small groups and other 

groups in the church also provide caring, loving ministry.  This is certainly a 

strength of our church.  And if you’re not part of a small study and prayer 

group, or another group, like the choir, bells, or a mission trip group- I 

encourage you to find one you can be a part of!  That’s where deep 

fellowship takes place. 

 Next, we find that those early Christian were regularly involved in 

worshiping together.  Acts tells us that they went to the temple each day!  

Let me say a couple things about worship.  First, many of us grew up going 

to church several times a week.  Sunday morning, Sunday night, and even 
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Wednesday evenings.  Today, most people are lucky to worship once a 

week, and studies show that many people are attending worship much less 

than that, as other scheduling conflicts take precedence.  I know that is a 

fact of life, but I think it works to our detriment. 

 There are things that happen in worship that happen no where else.  

It is a time to get outside of our daily lives on a regular basis and take 

inventory of how we’re living in light of the priorities and commandment of 

the one who created us.  It’s easy to lose sight of those priorities as we are 

submerged in the details of daily living.  Some of us never get a break as 

we run from one activity to the next.  Worship is also an opportunity to 

reflect on the issues of our day in light of the teachings of God’s Word.  I 

think we do this part of worship pretty well here at GPC. 

 But there is another dimension of worship that is probably even more 

important.  In the film, “Jurassic Park,” world-class paleontologist Allen 

Grant, who has devoted his life to the study of dinosaurs, suddenly comes 

face-to-face with a real, live prehistoric creature for the first time.  He falls 

to the ground, absolutely dumbstruck.  You see, it is one thing to piece 

together an informed picture of a dinosaur from the fossil record, but 

something else altogether to come face-to-face with one! 

 At its best, worship helps us come face-to-face with the living God, to 

experience a sense of transcendence.  To fall on our faces, dumbstruck by 

his magnificence and mercy toward us.  Garrison Keillor put it like this, “If 
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you can’t go to church and, for at least a moment, be given 

transcendence;  if you can’t go to church and pass briefly from this life into 

the next;  then I can’t see why anyone should go.  Just a brief moment of 

transcendence causes you to come out of church a changed person.”  I 

agree, but I find it challenging to design that kind of worship, although I’m 

working on it!  You can help by being here regularly.  You never know when 

God might show up and dazzle us!  And you can prepare for worship by 

praying the night before for those who are leading worship and also that 

you would be able to hear God speak to you in worship. 

 Signs and wonders, deep fellowship, and regular worship 

characterized the early church.  Look at the results.  “And day by day the 

Lord added to their number those who were being saved.”  A lot of what is 

mentioned in the first few verses might be characterized as “inreach”-  

things that happened inside the community.  But this was not a closed 

community!  They were having a significant impact on the world around 

them, too. 

 I believe that GPC is having a significant impact on the world, as well. 

We are involved locally in building houses for poor people, feeding hungry 

people, sheltering the homeless, and supporting children with disabilities 

and their families.  Did you know that AA has been meeting in our facility 

free-of-charge for the last several months while their regular meeting place 

is being renovated?  We also are involved in making a difference in 
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people’s lives through our mission trips to South Carolina, Appalachia, 

Honduras, Mexico, South Dakota, and New Orleans.  A brochure giving 

information on each of those mission trips will be coming out soon.  We 

also support missionaries in Central America, Africa, and Asia.  GPC is 

making a difference in the world. 

 But, unlike the early church, we aren’t seeing a lot of growth.  Part of 

that is due to the aging population of Gettysburg.  Part of that is due to 

declining church attendance nationally, especially among young people.  

And part of that is due to relatively few new people moving here.  Those 

are pretty strong headwinds, which make growth in number a real 

challenge.  But we need to face that challenge. 

 We’re working on developing a social media presence.  We’ll be 

adding equipment so we can stream our services live to those who for 

whatever reason are not here with us on Sunday.  We’ll continue outreach 

events like blessing the animals, open houses, and reaching out at 

parades.  However, all the strategies and programs in the world are not as 

effective as you inviting someone you know to come to church with you!  

Unfortunately, most of us haven’t been very good at doing that.  I’m not 

sure why.  Perhaps we’re afraid of rejection or of being misunderstood.  

Whatever it is, we need to get over it!  God is doing wonderful things here 

at GPC.  It seems a little selfish to keep it all to ourselves!  Invite someone 
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to come to church or a church event with you.  Perhaps we’ll begin to see 

God adding to our number daily like the early church! 

 Mission drift is an ongoing challenge for any church.  Focusing on 

signs of God’s presence, fellowship, worship, and outreach can keep us 

from drifting too far a field.  What part would God have you play in his work 

here at GPC? 

  


