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“Don’t Keep It To Yourself” John 1:35-46  11/15/15 

 In a Peanuts comic strip, Linus, holding his blanket, approaches Lucy 

who is jumping rope.  “Do you ever pray, Lucy?” he asks.  Lucy stops 

jumping rope and replies crossly, “That’s kind of a personal question, isn’t 

it?  Are you trying to start an argument?  I suppose you think you’re 

somebody pretty smart, don’t you?  I suppose you think…” and her voice 

trails off as Linus wanders away.  In the final scene Linus is sitting on a 

bench next to Charlie Brown, sucking his thumb and holding his blanket.  

He says, “You’re right… Religion is a very touchy subject!” 

 Like Linus, it seems that many of us think religion is a very touchy 

subject, so much so that we’re afraid to bring it up!  We’re happy to pass 

along good news about movies we’ve seen, or restaurants we’ve tried, or 

TV shows we like, but we’re at a loss when it comes to passing along the 

best news of all- God’s love for each of us in Jesus Christ.  The effect of 

that is that many people never get the chance to have their lives changed 

for the better by Jesus.  And, we’ve got lots of empty seats in our churches.  

This is a real dilemma for Christians, because sharing the faith has always 

been an integral part of being a follower of Jesus.  Listen to this story from 

the gospel of John.  
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35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as 

he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  

37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When 

Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 

looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 

“where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 

and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was 

about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak 

and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his 

brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is 

translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 

said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 

translated Peter).  

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 

him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 

whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 

from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  (John 1:35-46) 
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 The pattern here is instructive.  John the Baptist tells two of his 

disciples that Jesus is the Lamb of God, the one chosen by God to take 

away the sins of the world.  They go and spend time with Jesus to find out 

for themselves.  One of them, Andrew, then goes and tells his brother, 

Simon, that they have found the long-awaited Messiah.  He takes Simon to 

meet Jesus and Jesus gives Simon a new name, Peter, “the Rock.”  Peter 

decides to follow Jesus, too. 

 Jesus then invites Philip to follow him.  Philip in turn goes and tells his 

friend Nathaniel that Jesus is the one they have all been waiting for.  

Nathaniel is skeptical, but he responds to Philip’s invitation to “come and 

see,” and after his own encounter with Jesus, Nathaniel becomes one of 

his followers, too. 

 The pattern is pretty simple.  Those who follow Jesus invite others to 

come and meet him.  And Jesus’ followers continue inviting others 

throughout the gospels, the book of Acts, and throughout the history of the 

church.  And they’ve often done so with a great deal of passion and great 

personal sacrifice.  For example, did you know that Christian university 

graduates in the Philippines often take low-income jobs as maids and 

nannies in countries like Saudi Arabia- countries that bar Christian 
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missionaries?  They do so to gain entrance to the country so that they can 

witness to their faith in those places.  What a passion for sharing the good 

news with others! 

 Unfortunately, many of us in mainline churches have lost both the 

passion and the skills to share our faith today.  So, let’s talk about some 

ways that average Christians can share their faith with others.  Maybe after 

a few positive experiences in sharing your faith, the Spirit will give you a 

passion for doing so, too.  How do you start? 

 First, you can share your own story.  What difference has Jesus 

made in your life?  What do you like best about going to church?  How did 

you come to faith?  How have you grown in your faith?  You may have a 

dramatic story, a deliverance from an addiction, a healing, or rescue from 

an abusive situation.  Or, you may have a faith that was nurtured from 

childhood.  It doesn’t matter- you have a story to tell about how God makes 

a difference in your life. 

Several years ago Dirk Wierenga, a writer, was traveling the country, 

interviewing people about their faith stories.  He came across a ramshackle 

building in the mountains of North Carolina dwarfed by a huge sign that 
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said, “Candles.”  Intrigued, he decided to stop and check it out and was 

greeted by a tiny, aged woman with deep wrinkles in her face.   

“How are you doing today?” he asked.  “Let me tell you, honey,” she 

replied, “the Lord’s been good to me.”  She talked about how God had 

blessed her business and her family.  When she asked him what he was 

doing in North Carolina, he explained that he was a writer asking people 

about their faith stories.  “Faith stories,” she snapped.  “Don’t you mean 

testifyin’?”  She went on to talk again about how much God had blessed 

her.  She said, “I live my life according to the Bible.  It’s as simple as that.”  

And then she told him that she would be praying for him as he continued 

his travels. 

Dirk wrote, “Maybe it’s time, as a church, that we get back to the 

basics of faith.  Like the simple faith of the candlemaker whose daily 

witness burns so brightly and illuminates everyone around her.” 

Look for opportunities to tell your own story to others.  You could talk 

about something that happened at church that was meaningful to you, like 

a really good sermon!  If someone is going through a hard time, you can 

share about how your faith has helped you in hard times and ask if they 

have been able to rely on their own faith.  Tell your own faith story. 
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 Second, look for opportunities to pray with others.  A group of women 

from our church who meet regularly for breakfast, usually offer to pray with 

their server at the restaurant.  One of them will say something like, “My 

friends and I always pray before we eat.  Is there anything you would like 

prayer for?”  Often the server will say “yes” and sometimes it opens up a 

faith conversation.  My wife makes it a point to get to know the cashiers at 

our grocery store and offers to pray for them.  You can also offer to pray 

with a friend or family member who is going through a difficult time.  Most 

people would welcome your prayers.  Look for those opportunities. 

 Third, invite others to places where they can meet Jesus.  I love the 

approach of Philip in our Bible story this morning.  His friend Nathaniel 

expressed skepticism about Jesus, so Philip simply said, “Come and see!”  

A simple invitation.  So, invite folks to come to worship with you or to the 

Christmas Fair or the Christmas Pageant or the Advent service for people 

who have lost a loved one this year or a Sunday School class or whatever. 

We’ve been pleased to receive several new members recently who were 

brought here by friends. 

 And then it’s up to the rest of us to welcome them.  When I asked our 

most recent new member class what attracted them to GPC, one of them 
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told the class that when she came the first time, she was immediately 

welcomed by Wilda Betts, one of our newest members.  Wilda told her 

about the church and then said, “You’ll sit with us today.”  Now that’s 

hospitality!  We all have an opportunity to demonstrate the welcoming 

nature of Christian faith to those who walk through our doors.  Take 

advantage of those opportunities. 

 So, to get started in sharing our faith, we can share our own stories of 

faith, we can offer to pray for others, and we can invite people here and 

welcome others who come.  Those are pretty easy approaches to faith-

sharing that just about anyone can do.  And they’re pretty low-risk and low-

threat, too!   

Finally, pray that God will give you opportunities to share the good 

news with others, because ultimately, this is God’s work, not ours.  In 

Burma, also known as Myanmar, there is a tribe called the Karens.  In 

contrast to some of the other tribes in that area, the Karens welcomed 

Christian missionaries when they arrived.  It turns out that the Karens had a 

number of very interesting legends that prepared them for the witness of 

the missionaries.  Their legends contained stories of a seven-day creation 

and of a serpent who persuaded the first man and woman to eat a 
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forbidden fruit after which they were subject to suffering, aging, and death.  

Finally, there was a promise that a white brother would come one day and 

tell them more!  The missionaries were astonished by this, but it reminded 

them that sharing the faith was God’s work, and they gladly shared the 

good news with the Karens, who today are by far the largest Christian 

group in Burma, and a group that actively shares their faith with others. 

Don’t forget that God is already at work in the hearts and lives of 

those with whom you will share your faith. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Charlie Brown Christmas 

special.  The most moving part of the show occurs when Linus strolls to 

center stage and reads the biblical story of Jesus’ birth.  The producers 

who worked with Charles Schultz, the creator of the comic strip and the TV 

special, cautioned him about putting something like that in the show, 

because they were concerned it would not be received well by the public.  

Schultz, a committed Christian, faced the producers and said, “If not us, 

then who’s going to do it?” 

Everyday, God places you in contact with people who need to hear 

the good news.  You!  If you don’t share your story with them, offer to pray 
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for them, or invite them to a place where they can meet Jesus, who’s going 

to do it? 


