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“Lasting Legacies”  Prov. 13:22; Ps. 145:4  11/13/16 

 When Lou presides over a funeral here at GPC, I’ve noticed that he 

often says something like this, “Live in such a way that the preacher 

doesn’t have to lie at your funeral!”  I like that!  It reminds us that each of us 

will leave some kind of legacy, and its best that it be a good one!  There’s 

also a story that gets at the same idea.  I may have shared it with you 

before, but I think it’s worth repeating.  (You may disagree!) 

 Two brothers had been the bane of a small town.  Over the course of 

the years, they had lied to, cheated, swindled, or insulted just about 

everyone in town.  No one liked or respected them since everyone knew 

just how disreputable and dishonest they were. 

 Then, one of the brothers died.  Although they never attended church, 

the surviving brother approached a local pastor, and offered him a large 

sum of money if he would come and conduct a service for his brother.  The 

pastor agreed.  Then the brother promised to give a huge additional gift to 

the church, if, during the service, the pastor would refer to his brother as a 

saint.  The pastor had no idea how he could do that with integrity, but said 

he would think about it, because he served a very poor church and the 

building was in dire need of repairs. 

 When the funeral began, the church was packed, and everyone 

wondered what on earth the pastor would say about such a despicable 
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person.  After the hymns, scripture readings, and prayers, the pastor began 

his words about the deceased as follows:  “As you all know, the departed 

was an awful individual who robbed, cheated, swindled, and stole from 

everyone he ever did business with… However, compared to his brother, 

he was a saint!” 

 Legacy!  What will your legacy be?  That’s been the theme of our 

stewardship emphasis season over the last few weeks.  Chooch and Lynne 

talked about it earlier in the service.  Listen to these words from Proverbs 

13:22, “The good leave an inheritance to their children’s children…”  Most 

of us would like to leave something behind for those who follow us, and 

when we think about leaving a legacy or inheritance, we are usually 

thinking in terms of money.  And that’s not a bad thing. 

 Many people have a will that specifies where their assets are to go, 

often to children and other family members.  And that can be wonderful gift 

for those who receive them.  A bequest from a family member helped pay 

my way through seminary.  Other people leave something for their church 

or other charitable organizations.  We have received such gifts here and in 

other churches I have served.  They have enabled us to do important 

things that we just couldn’t afford to do in the annual budget.  You might 

want to consider including the church in your will.  Bonnie and I have 

already done that. 
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 Another legacy we leave is the giving we do while we’re still alive!  

Your giving to GPC impacts many lives here and literally around the world, 

through compassionate projects and spiritual nurture.  A couple weeks ago 

we heard from Luke and Lydia Flinner who grew up in this church and were 

nurtured in faith here.  They are now raising their children at GPC and 

passing the faith along to them.  That’s a legacy of our church.  And last 

week we saw slides about the ministry of Ben and Emily Okello, who work 

with orphans in Kenya, an example of how our giving supports ministries 

that make a life-changing difference to others.  Those are real and lasting 

legacies made possible by your giving! 

 People often wonder how much they should give. In fact, when we 

asked you all for questions you would like to have answered in a sermon, 

we received this one:  “The Bible says to give 10% of your money as tithes 

to the church.  If I fail this, do I fail God?  All things today cost so much- 

college, house, groceries.  Should I stop going out to eat or vacationing to 

get that 10%?” 

 The questioner is correct in saying that the Bible talks about giving 

10% of our income to support God’s work.  And, doing so may well result in 

some sacrifice on your part, no matter what stage of life you’re in.  I think 

generous giving is an act of faith that God will supply your need if you are 

faithful in giving to God’s work.  My advice is to figure out what percentage 
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of your income you are giving now.  You may be shocked to find it is much 

smaller than you thought it was!  Then increase that amount by a percent 

or two for the coming year, and see if God will supply your needs.  The next 

year you may be ready to step out in faith and increase it again!  I know 

that some of you stretched to give sacrificially to the capital campaign over 

the last three years, and found that God was able to meet your needs!  

Could you continue that kind of sacrificial giving now?  I think that faithful, 

generous giving is an important part of our legacy.   

 By the way, this building is also a kind of legacy, isn’t it?  We maintain 

and improve it and pass it along to others, who will use it to further God’s 

kingdom in new and unforeseen ways.  Groups in our community that work 

for the common good will meet and plan their work here, as well as 

ministries to those who are especially in need.  A building is also a legacy.  

But there is more. 

 Our children are a kind of legacy, aren’t they?  That makes some of 

you feel really good, and others want to run and hide!  Listen to these 

words from Ps. 145.  One generation commends your works to 

another; they tell of your mighty acts. (Ps. 145:4)  The Psalmist calls us to 

commend God’s works to the next generation.  How do we do that?  Well, 

in our homes, we can teach our children by pointing out God’s gifts to us, 

celebrating them, thanking God for them, discussing them, and reading 
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about them in the Bible.  We can model an active faith by letting our 

children see us spending time reading the Bible and praying, as well as 

regularly attending worship.  In doing these things, we are passing along 

the faith to the next generation! 

 While we can certainly do that with our own kids and grandkids, we 

can also pass the faith to other kids in our church or community.  We can 

teach Sunday School or Children’s Church, help with youth group, or go 

with our youth on a mission trip.  In doing so, we are creating a lasting 

legacy of young followers of Jesus, who will hopefully live out their faith for 

years to come, and pass it along to the next generation.   

 Finally, we can pass the faith along to other adults!  I get emails from 

you.  Sometimes they give me helpful feedback about a sermon or 

newsletter article.  Other times someone has seen something on the 

internet that they want to pass along to me.  Like political diatribes or cat 

videos…  Well, I received an email this week that linked me to a website 

about the conservation of Chestnut trees of all things!  I knew about the 

tremendous loss of American Chestnut trees because I’ve spent time hiking 

near the Blue Ridge Parkway, and seen the widespread, devastating loss 

of the trees there.  But, as I read through the website, I learned that 

chestnut trees aren’t actually extinct.  Instead the author said this:  “While 

the American Chestnut is not technically endangered or extinct, it is 
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certainly under threat. In all but very rare instances, the Chestnut blight 

disease has virtually ceased reproduction of this species. For that reason, I 

like to term the status of the American chestnut as “effectively extinct,” as 

the species no longer performs what a species is supposed to do—

continue its survival through reproduction.” (from The American Chestnut 

Foundation website) 

 Hmmm.  I wonder if we Presbyterians are becoming “effectively 

extinct,” because we seem to have lost the ability to continue our survival 

through reproduction- through the making of new disciples, the work that 

Jesus specifically called all of us to do.  You see, sharing our faith with 

others, inviting others to come with us to church or another activity here 

can also be part of our legacy, as others come to faith and become fellow 

followers of Jesus, who will in turn invite others to join them in following 

Jesus, and so on.   

 Let’s review:  There are financial legacies either in wills, other 

bequests, or giving from our income.  Children are a legacy, be they our 

own children or other children.  And, other adults with whom we share our 

faith can be a kind of spiritual legacy. 

 As you think about your own lasting legacies, I hope you will 

prayerfully consider your giving to this church, in time, talent, and treasure.  

You will have an opportunity next Sunday to make a pledge for 2017.  
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Please know that we need your support.  You probably noticed all those 

names we recognized last week on “All Saints Sunday” who are no longer 

with us and no longer able to financially support our work.  Who will pick up 

the slack for them?  In addition to seeing giving as performing your duty to 

support God’s work here, we should note that giving usually gives us joy, 

whether we’re giving our time and talent to support various ministries here, 

or contributing financially.  Giving doesn’t have to be a chore.  It can be a 

joyful experience, and I hope it will be so for you!  Prayerfully consider how 

God would have you support his work here at GPC and then bring your 

pledge card to worship next week.  Let’s see what God will do! 


