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“How Do You Feel About the Offering?”     II Cor. 8:1-4; 9:7-8 11/9/14 

Drama:  The Offering (by Judson Poling, Willow Creek Community Church) 

 I love that drama because it captures many of the typical responses 

that we have to giving in the church!  Some people feel like their small 

offering won’t make any difference.  Others have a self-inflated sense of 

importance because of their generosity.  Some struggle with constant guilt 

that they don’t give enough, while still others see giving in church as an 

opportunity to show their gratitude to God.  I suspect most of us are in there 

somewhere! 

 Even though most church-goers and most preachers are 

uncomfortable talking about giving, the Bible itself isn’t at all shy about the 

subject.  In fact, Jesus talked more about money and giving than almost 

anything else!  He believed that giving was deeply connected to our 

spiritual lives.  One pastor summed it up well when he told his 

congregation, “We care more about your souls than your wallets, but 

because we care about your souls, we have to talk about your wallets!” 

 The Apostle Paul also talked about giving, and I’d like us to look at a 

few verses from his second letter to the church in Corinth.  The context 

here is that Paul is collecting an offering from Gentile churches to help 

Jewish Christians living in Jerusalem who were suffering from persecution 

and also a famine. 

 Here’s what he says:   
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We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that 

has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe 

ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For, as I can testify, they 

voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their 

means, 4begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to 

the saints— (II Cor. 8:1-4) 

 Paul encourages the Corinthians to give generously by pointing to the 

example of another Gentile church in Macedonia.  The Macedonians were 

very poor themselves, yet gave sacrificially to this cause.  Paul regards this 

as a sign of God’s grace working in their lives “We want you to know, 

brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the 

churches of Macedonia…”   

 Generous giving is a sign of God’s grace operating in your life.  It is a  

sign of spiritual growth and maturity.  It is a mark of being a Christian  

disciple, a follower of Jesus Christ.  Our church mission statement was  

amended this year to reflect this truth.  The statement reads,  

“Gettysburg Presbyterian Church believes that God calls us to invite 
people to faith in Jesus Christ, and equip them to grow as His fully 
devoted followers.  As disciples we:  

 study regularly  

 pray daily  

 witness boldly  

 live faithfully  
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 serve passionately 

 give generously 

 worship weekly.” 
  

 We added the “give generously” statement this year because we 

believe that generous giving is an important part of being a follower of 

Jesus Christ.  It’s a sign that we are offering all of ourselves for God’s 

service, not just part.  For Paul, the sacrificial giving of Macedonian 

Christians was a sign of God’s grace operating in their lives.  What does 

your level of giving say about how God’s grace is operating in your life?  

What would you like it to say? 

 A little later in the letter, Paul gives us another insight about giving.   

7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to 

provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. (II 

Cor. 9:7,8) 

 There are two things that I appreciate about these words.  First, 

giving should be intentional.  He says to give, “as you have made up your 

mind.”  It’s not about being emotionally manipulated or strong-armed into 

doing something.  In fact, giving should be a joyful experience!  But how do 

we decide how much should we give?   
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This past August I asked you to submit questions that you would like 

to see addressed in a sermon.  I received this one about giving, which I 

saved for today.  “The Bible says to give 10% of your money as tithes to 

the church.  If I fail this- do I fail God because he says in the Bible to do 

this?  All things today cost so much:  college, house, groceries.  Should I 

not go out to eat or vacation… to get to that 10%?”  That’s a great question! 

 I do believe that the tithe- 10%- is the biblical standard for giving, 

going all the way back to Old Testament times.  And there are times when 

God may call us to sacrifice in order to give that 10%!  Maybe cutting back 

a vacation or eating out less.  But the sad fact is that many of us are not 

anywhere close to the tithe in our giving. 

 Bonnie and I were in that situation.  Then someone suggested that 

we figure out what percentage of our income we were giving to the Lord’s 

work at that time and then gradually increase that percentage until we got 

to the tithe.  And that made it possible for us to do so, intentionally 

increasing bit by bit.  Paul says that our minds need to be involved in our 

giving.  And that’s my challenge to you today.  Figure out what percentage 

of your income you’re currently giving to the Lord’s work and commit 

yourself to growing that percentage each year. 

 There is no question that this will be an act of faith on your part.  You 

may worry about how you will get by with x% less of your income.  And 

that’s where verse 8 comes in.  “8And God is able to provide you with every 
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blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, 

you may share abundantly in every good work.” (II Cor. 9:8)  Giving is an 

act of faith, trusting that God will supply what we need when the need 

arises, whether that need is the necessities of life or other things we really 

enjoy.  Giving stretches us and forces us to trust God more!  It’s not easy- it 

takes courage; it takes faith. 

 So far Paul has reminded us that giving is a sign that God’s Spirit is 

working in our hearts.  That it should be an intentional decision on our part, 

and it requires faith that God will supply our needs. 

 But what is our motivation for giving?  As I see it, there are two 

primary reasons to give.  One reason is to meet the financial needs of 

ministries we believe in.  Here at GPC that involves paying the staff, 

building expenses, various materials, and missions of the church.  Those 

are important things which are necessary to carry out God’s work here.  

Although we’re only increasing our budget 1% this year, we actually need 

our giving to increase around 8% to fund that increase, since our 

anticipated giving this year is falling short and we’ve been drawing on 

reserves to pay some of our commitments.  We can’t continue to do that.  

GPC is a church that watches its money very carefully and does wonderful 

things with what we are given, changing the lives of people literally all 

around the world!  We need your help to continue that.  One reason for 

giving is to meet the financial needs of ministries that do God’s work.  
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 But there is another reason, also stressed in II Cor.  Ultimately, we 

are giving to God, not to a particular ministry.  At a meeting of my former 

Presbytery, Presbyterian missionary, Cody Watson, talked about a man he 

met from India, who was an untouchable.  When this man was a child, he 

sat outside the door of the Presbyterian mission school there and begged 

to be admitted to the school.  You see, those of his caste were not allowed 

to attend public schools in India.  He was admitted to the mission school 

and did very well.  He came to the USA, graduated from college, and 

became a city planner in Fresno, CA. 

 Years later he returned to India, to his home village.  It was 

Christmas, but the church there had closed.  So he sat outside of town and 

sang some Christmas songs with his guitar.  A few others gathered around 

him to listen. 

 When he was finished, an older man motioned for him to follow.  

They came to the man’s hut and entered it.  The man dug up a place in the 

floor and uncovered a cloth bag.  He said, “In this bag are our offerings for 

the past 15 years.  We’ve worshiped regularly, but never had a pastor or 

priest to give these to.  You take them and use them for the Lord’s work.” 

 Here were people who gave, not to support a particular project or 

mission, but out of simple gratitude and obedience to the Lord.  And that’s 

the second reason for giving.  It is an expression of our gratitude for all that 

God has done for us.  A way to say “thank you!”   
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I ask you to take some time this week to reflect on what God has 

done for you.  And then decide what God would have you do to support his 

work here at GPC as a joyful response to God.  Then come prepared to 

make a pledge during worship next week at the Middle School as an act of 

worship! 


