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“Why Do Good?”  Hebr. 13:15,16   11/8/15 

 You are probably aware that we are in the midst of our Stewardship 

emphasis season here at GPC.  You have heard encouragement to give 

from several of our members- here in worship as well as in our bulletins 

and newsletters.  You also should have received a letter along with a 

pledge card, which we encourage you to bring with you to worship next 

Sunday.  Coupled with today’s sermon, that is the whole stewardship 

campaign.   

Now, there were some other ideas we could have used in this 

campaign!  For example, given our shortage of parking, we could have had 

folks “buy” a parking spot in the lot to reserve it each week for worship.  We 

could even charge more for the closer spaces!  What a concept! 

 Or, we could have done our Stewardship Campaign like an NPR 

pledge driver.  “We’ve got a great anthem coming up, but first we need to 

get 6 pledges of over $50.00/month.  How about it choir?  And, for those 

who make a pledge of over $5,000, you’ll receive a special autographed 

compilation of all of my sermons from the past year.  Call in five minutes 

and we’ll throw in a CD of all this year’s choir anthems!”  (I wasn’t sure if 
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the sermon collection would be an incentive or disincentive, so I threw in 

the choir CD!) 

I’m kind of glad we don’t fall into the trap of believing that we’re 

conducting a fund-raiser here.  That’s not really what we’re about.  Once a 

year we simply ask ourselves if we’re being good stewards of the time, 

talents and money that Jesus Christ has entrusted to us.  If each of us does 

that, the budget will take care of itself.   

Our scripture this morning is related to giving, and was selected by 

the Stewardship Committee as our theme this year.  You can see part of it 

on the poster over there.  

15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good 

and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

(Hebr. 13:15,16) 

 The writer of Hebrews is steeped in Old Testament traditions.  Here, 

he twice refers to “sacrifices.”  In Old Testament times, there were all kinds 

of sacrifices that the people were required to offer to God- animal 

sacrifices, grain offerings, drink offerings, etc.  Many of them were done to 

atone for the sins of the people.  But as the writer of Hebrews reminds us 
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elsewhere, Jesus was offered as the sacrifice for our sins once and for all.  

So all those Old Testament sacrifices are no long necessary.  And yet, God 

calls us to continue with a different kind of sacrifice- not to appease God, 

but out of gratitude to God for what God has done for us.  In these verses, 

we find three such sacrifices. 

15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. (Hebr. 13:15) 

One of our sacrifices is the sacrifice of praise, our worship of God.  When 

Rev. Mark Powell became pastor of a congregation, he was asked to visit 

with people who hadn’t been attending worship, to see if he could convince 

them to come back.  As he did so, he heard a wide variety of complaints 

about the worship services- about the liturgy, about the theology, about the 

style of music, about the services being boring, etc.  He struggled to find a 

common denominator in the complaints, until he realized that these people 

had stopped coming to worship largely because they weren’t “getting out of 

it” whatever they thought they should. 

 Powell stated that this surprised him, because when he was a child, 

each week as they got ready to go to church, his mother always told him 

“Now we are going to worship God.”  He writes, “I’m not sure if it even 
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occurred to me that I was supposed to get anything out of it.  Certainly, that 

wasn’t the reason that we went.  I didn’t know very much about 

church…but even at that young age I knew that it wasn’t about me- at least, 

it wasn’t all about me.”   

 We ought to come to church to worship God each week, to offer our 

sacrifice of praise.  Part of that sacrifice is giving our full attention to what’s 

happening in the service.  Part is singing the hymns and songs- even the 

unfamiliar ones!  Part is setting aside our own agendas, and listening to 

what God might be saying to us.  Part may involve sacrificing some time to 

prepare ourselves for worship Saturday night or Sunday morning, praying 

for those leading worship and for open hearts.  We offer God our sacrifice 

of praise. 

 But there are two more sacrifices.  16Do not neglect to do good and to 

share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  (Hebr. 

13:16)  Notice that doing good and sharing what we have are also pictured 

as sacrifices to God.  Now, doing good is a pretty broad term, isn’t it?  It 

might be about how we act toward others, using kindness instead of 

sarcasm or criticism.  Showing mercy when others disappoint us.  Acting as 

a peace-maker when people are in conflict.  Encouraging others and 
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refusing to speak ill of them.  The way we act toward others is part of doing 

good. 

 Another part of doing good has to do with acts of compassion.  

Helping at the soup kitchen or with Habitat for Humanity.  Going on a 

mission trip, serving on a community board, working for justice in 

Gettysburg.  Contributing materials for Ruth’s Harvest, or spending the 

night with Gettysburg CARES.  I’m sure you can think of others, too. These 

are very concrete ways of doing good.  I like what Winston Churchill once 

said: “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 

give.”  That includes our deeds as well as our money.  But it does include 

our money, doesn’t it?   

 The writer of Hebrews is pretty specific about that when he says, 

“share what you have.”  This congregation has been pretty generous over 

the years.  And, you have been extra generous these last couple of years, 

giving to support the capital campaign as well as annual budget.  As the 

capital campaign giving is winding down, we need to take care of some 

things in our annual budget that we’ve been putting off, if we want to carry 

out the work we believe God is calling us to do.  In order to do that, we 

need generous people. 
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I find that most people like to think of themselves as generous.  The 

hard thing is to actually be a generous person!  The biblical pattern for 

giving is proportional giving, giving a percentage of your income to God’s 

work.  So, we urge you to look at what proportion of your income you gave 

to the church last year and try to grow that percentage this year.  This is an 

act of faith, believing that God will provide what you need if you are faithful 

in your giving. 

 And, I believe that if you stretch your giving, you will find joy in seeing 

what God can do in and through your giving.  For God is able to do strange 

and wondrous things through our gifts, be they financial or through doing 

good.  I have a little video from Thailand, that shows an example of this. It’s 

not in English, so you’ll need to pay attention to the subtitles. 

SHOW VIDEO* 

 God is in the business of taking our good deeds and our financial 

giving and using them to work out his will in the world.  But God’s actions 

are often hidden from us, behind the scenes.  We give and do good, but 

often don’t see the impact that our giving has.  But sometimes God pulls 

back the curtain and gives us a glimpse of the kinds of things he is doing, 

as in the story we just saw.  Be generous this year as you fill out your 
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pledge card for GPC, trusting that God will take your sacrifice of giving and 

will do wonderful things with it. 

*video can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS_EqmoRvns   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS_EqmoRvns

