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“Possibilities” Mark 6:30-44 11/4/12 

 A pastor was visiting a very wealthy, but selfish old man who was 

dying.  His impending death seemed to sober the man and cause him to 

wonder about his eternal future.  “Reverend,” he asked, “if I give a large 

portion of my fortune to the church, will my salvation be assured?”  The 

pastor thought for a minute and weighed the issues.  Finally he responded, 

“I’m not sure it would work, but it couldn’t hurt!”  We pastors often find 

ourselves caught between good theology and practical realities, especially 

when we talk about giving on Stewardship Sunday!  And that’s what we’re 

going to focus on this morning. 

 The theme of our stewardship emphasis for the last several weeks 

has been “Possibilities.”  Our theme song reflects that and so does our 

wonderful banner sitting over there.  A great quote from Robert F. Kennedy 

also reflects our theme.  “There are those who look at things the way they 

are, and ask why… I dream of things that never were, and ask why not?”  

Possibilities. 

 There’s a story from Jesus’ life that reflects our theme very well, too.  

If you grew up in Sunday School, it’s almost certain that you know it, but 

maybe you’ve never heard it in quite this way.  I’m reading from Mark 6.  

We’ll start with verses 30-32.  

30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught. 31He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by 
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yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they 

had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted 

place by themselves. (Mark 6:30-32) 

 The disciples had just returned from a mission trip, in which Jesus 

sent them out in pairs to various villages around the Sea of Galilee.  They 

returned excited to talk about their experiences, but they were very tired.  

And apparently many people had followed them from their missions, so 

they were surrounded by people who wanted their attention.  Jesus 

decided take them away for a little while for debriefing and well-deserved 

R&R.  It seemed like a great plan!  But here’s what happened next.  

33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there 

on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As Jesus went 

ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because 

they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 

many things. (Mark 6:33-34) 

 The best-laid plans…  The crowd saw them leave, anticipated where 

they would land, and got there ahead of them.  No more retreat.  No more 

relief from the incessant demands of the crowds.  I’m sure the disciples 

were disappointed, and perhaps even angry.  But not Jesus.  He saw the 

people and had compassion on them.  Why?  Because they were lost and 

vulnerable, “like sheep without a shepherd.”  His response was to teach 

them about God and God’s plans for us.  The story continues.  
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35When it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted 

place, and the hour is now very late; 36send them away so that they may go 

into the surrounding country and villages and buy something for 

themselves to eat.” (Mark 6:35-36) 

 I give the disciples some credit here.  They anticipated a crisis- 

5000+ hungry people without food and dinnertime was coming!  They came 

up with a plan, a good plan, a compassionate, reasonable plan that would 

meet the needs of the people.  Call it the Presbyterian plan!  I would have 

supported it!  Wouldn’t you? 

 But Jesus had another plan.   37But he answered them, “You give 

them something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go and buy two 

hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?” 38And he said to 

them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” When they had found 

out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39Then he ordered them to get all the 

people to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40So they sat down in 

groups of hundreds and of fifties. (Mark 6:37-40) 

 Where the disciples saw the problems of 5000-some hungry people 

in the middle of nowhere without food, Jesus saw the possibilities!  “You 

give them something to eat!” he said.  Say what?  They were even a little 

disrespectful to Jesus, muttering that it would take almost all that a laborer 

could earn in a year- say $30,000 in today’s money- to feed them all.  

Jesus didn’t even respond.  Instead, he had them check out the resources 
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that they had.  In the Gospel of John, we learn that it was a small boy who 

had those two fish and five loaves of bread.  Jesus decided that was 

enough.   

 Then he showed his Presbyterian side!  He got things organized by 

having the disciples sit everyone down in smaller groups, which would 

facilitate distributing the food.  What happened next went well beyond the 

possibilities that the disciples had ever dreamed of! 

41Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 

blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before 

the people; and he divided the two fish among them all. 42And all ate and 

were filled; 43and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of 

the fish. 44Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.  

(Mark 6:41-44)   

Following Jewish custom, Jesus gave thanks to God for the food they 

were about to eat.  Of course, the food wasn’t there yet!  It’s hard to 

imagine the amount of faith Jesus had in order to do what he was about to 

do.  But as the fish and bread were distributed, God worked to multiply their 

meager contribution so that all could be fed.  There were even leftovers!  

Jesus saw the possibilities in that moment of crisis and it became a reality.  

All were satisfied and God’s power was demonstrated to everyone.  Thus 

ends the lesson. 
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 Now let’s think together about the possibilities God may have for us 

today.  As individuals, what might God want to do in your life that goes far 

beyond what you usually think possible?  Do you need to consider a new 

career that corresponds more closely to the gifts and passions God has 

given you?  Is there a damaged relationship in your life that only God could 

heal?  Are there abilities you need to develop and use- here at church, at 

work, in the community, in another state, in another country?  Are you 

being held back by memories of past sins or failures?  Is it possible that 

God could free you from those?  Do you need to take steps to keep your 

body or your mind healthier?  What are the possibilities for you?  How 

would you step out in faith to cooperate with God’s good possibilities for 

you? 

 I think of a kid who was in my youth group a number of years ago.  

His name was Ron.  He was a difficult kid to love- sarcastic and rebellious, 

a real problem at youth group.  During prayer time Ron could often be 

found making rude noises from under a table in the back of the room.  But 

he kept coming and God saw the possibilities in Ron.  On one of our 

mission trips he put his trust in Jesus as his Lord and Savior and began 

growing as a disciple of Jesus.  After he finished college he spent several 

years in Siberia doing college mission work at the University of Yakutsk 

where there was virtually no other Christian witness.  While there he met 

his wife-to-be, a beautiful Lithuanian Christian.  Now the two of them, along 
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with their three children, are missionaries in India, teaching computer skills 

as they witness to the gospel.  God saw the possibilities in Ron and made 

them a reality.  God sees the possibilities in you, too! 

 What about the possibilities for our church?  Last week I talked about 

the tremendous challenges that we face as a mainline church in an aging 

community.  It’s easy for us to focus only on the problems, but God sees 

the possibilities!  Three weeks ago Ashlyn Sowell, chair of our Stewardship 

Team, asked you to write down a word or phrase that was a possibility for 

our congregation based on where God was leading us as disciples.  Here 

are those words arranged in the shape of a heart.  There’s a copy of it in 

the Fellowship Hall if you’d like to look at it more closely.  I noticed that a 

bunch of those words have to do with reaching out to others- service, 

evangelism, growth, compassion, witnessing, and mission.  Then I thought 

of a few possibilities that could make those words a reality: 

• We could hire a Spanish-speaking pastor and plant a church in our 

area for our Spanish-speaking neighbors, a growing group in our 

community. 

• We could add mission projects to those we already support.  Ashlyn 

wondered about sending one out every week!  Maybe we could start 

by adding one new one every year! 

• We have many people trapped in poverty in our community.  Right 

now we’re exploring being part of a roaming homeless shelter to help 
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some of them.  But that’s only part of the problem.  Many poor folks 

have serious disabilities, or need to re-learn a lifetime of self-

sabotaging habits.  Maybe we could hire a Christian social worker to  

make a real difference in some people’s lives locally. 

• We could open our gym as a community center one afternoon or 

evening each week. 

• We could plant a new Presbyterian church in Hanover.  There is no 

PCUSA church there. 

• Here in our own church, we could hire staff to focus on the area of 

discipleship- planning classes, equipping leaders for small groups, 

leading intensive, high-commitment classes, and planning retreats to 

help us grow as disciples of Jesus. 

• And we could do much-needed repairs and updates to our facility. 

 These are possibilities, and they are not just idle dreams.  They are 

real possibilities.  As Bill Sterrett pointed out in his article in our newsletter, 

if our members gave the biblical 10% of our income, we would at least triple 

our budget and we’d have money to do all of these things with plenty left 

over!  These are real possibilities.  Next Sunday will provide you with an 

opportunity to make a pledge, a promise that could open up these 

possibilities.  Please pray about helping to make these possibilities a reality 

as you decide about making a financial commitment to our church for next 
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year.  Then, bring your cards next Sunday as an act of worship, for that’s 

what giving to God is- worship! 

 Now I am aware that increasing your pledge is an act of faith- like 

Jesus’ faith when he distributed those few fish and loaves to the crowd.  In 

our case it’s faith that God will provide what we need if we sacrifice to make 

God’s possibilities become realities.   

The story is told of a man who was lost in the desert.  He wandered 

for miles, baking in the heat by day, freezing in the cold at night.  He ran 

out of water and believed he was going to die, when he stumbled his way 

into a ghost town.  He saw a hand pump, and excitedly began to pump the 

handle up and down, up and down.  Nothing happened.  He was heart-

broken.  But then he saw it.  A sign pointing down which said simply, 

“Water.”  Under a wooden board, he found it.  A jar of clear, clean water.  

He was about to gulp it down when he saw the note attached to it.  It read, 

“In this jar there is just enough water to prime the pump.  Pour it all down 

the pipe and you will have more water than you can use.” 

 What would he do?  In reality, he faced a crisis of faith, didn’t he?  

Did he really trust the instructions in the note?  Would he risk the little water 

he had in hand for the possibility of much more water?  What would you 

do? 

 What will you do?  This story is really about each one of us!  The 

ending has not been written yet.  Will we give into the temptation to guzzle 
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down all we have now, or will we really trust God to meet our needs, to 

realize the possibilities as we pour our lives and resources out for the Lord?  

What will you do? 


