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“Where Do You Go For Good Guidance?” Ps. 23:1-3; 32:8,9; I Cor. 

13:11-13  10/30/16 

 I found a picture on the internet of a red Toyota underwater.  Here’s 

the story that went with it.  A Canadian woman following her car’s 

navigation system on a foggy night ended up driving into the lake!  The 23 

year-old driver was following her GPS at the tip of the Bruce Peninsula, an 

area she did not know well.  At a certain point, she followed the GPS 

directions and drove down a steep boat launch right into Lake Huron!  

Fortunately, she was able to roll down a window and swim to safety as her 

car filled with water.  According to local police, erroneous instructions from 

GPS systems are not uncommon, but usually don’t result in near disasters 

like this one! 

 We all need reliable guidance from time to time, but sometimes we 

seek it in rather strange ways.  Some people seem to give a lot of weight to 

the messages they find in fortune cookies!  The note found in one such 

cookie is telling.  It read, “You are a poor, pathetic, gullible fool who seeks 

advice from bakery products!”  Fortune cookies are probably not the best 

source for good advice!  But, if not bakery products, where do we go for 

sound advice when we’re making a major decision, like where to go to 

college?  Should I marry this person?  Should I get a divorce?  Should I 
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take this job?  Should I retire, and if so, where should I live?  Who should I 

vote for in this election?  Where do we go for good guidance? 

 I’m sure you’ll be shocked by my answer, but I think when we need to 

make big decisions, we should turn to God!  In fact, God has promised to 

guide us!  Consider the familiar words of the 23rd Psalm.  

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in 

green pastures.  He leadeth me beside the still waters.  He leadeth me in 

paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”  (Ps. 23:1-3)  Like a good 

shepherd, God leads us beside the still waters.  He leads us in paths of 

righteousness.  God leads us and guides us. 

 Or, consider the 32nd Psalm.  8I will instruct you and teach you the 

way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. (Ps. 32:8)  

Again, as we find many times in the Bible, God promises to guide us.  But 

how exactly does that work? 

 Well, there are a good number of times in the Bible when God 

actually spoke to people, telling them directly what to do!  God spoke to 

Abram, telling him he was to leave his land and head to a new land God 

would show him.  Or, Moses, to whom God appeared in a burning bush, 

calling him to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt.  And then God led 

those same people through the wilderness by giving them a cloud to follow 
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during the day and a pillar of fire at night.  In the New Testament, God 

spoke directly to Saul on the road to Damascus, calling him to follow Jesus 

and to spread his word among all people.  There are a number of times in 

the Bible when God spoke directly to people.  But not always. 

 In fact, I believe the times of God’s direct guidance are recorded in 

the Bible because they are so unusual!  In several of Paul’s letters- the 

same guy God spoke directly to earlier- Paul expresses uncertainty about 

his future plans- whether he will be able to come and visit the people to 

whom he is writing, for example.  He doesn’t know if circumstances or 

providence will permit him to do what he would like to do.  So, apparently, 

God didn’t routinely speak directly to him. 

 I have never had an experience when God spoke directly and 

unambiguously to me, although a number of times I have wished that God 

would!  I remember trying to make a job decision right out of college.  I had 

three offers and was perfectly willing to go wherever God wanted me to go.  

I told God that and waited for an answer.  Nothing!  One of the offers was 

to travel with a Christian band, but since I was getting married, I decided 

that would be unwise, and turned that one down.  That left two church jobs 

where I would work as a Christian Educator and Youth Director.  One was 

in frozen Racine, Wisconsin and the other was in sunny Daytona Beach, 
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Florida.  Both seemed like good opportunities for ministry.  I continued to 

pray. 

 Apparently, the folks in Daytona thought I was holding out for more 

money, so they offered me an increase in starting salary!  Still, I heard 

nothing from God, nor did Bonnie.  Finally, I decided that doing youth 

ministry in Daytona Beach sounded a lot more fun than doing youth 

ministry in Wisconsin, so I took the job in Florida!  I think it was a good 

decision, but it shook up my understanding of what to expect from God in 

making these kinds of decisions. 

 Sometimes people tell me, “God told me to do….” That makes me a 

little nervous, and I want to know exactly how that happened.  I believe God 

can certainly intervene directly and tell us what he expects of us.  But it 

seems that most of the time God chooses not to do that.  Instead, God give 

us some resources to help us make wise decisions.  The first of those 

resources is our mind. 

 Let’s go back to that verse in the 32nd Psalm.  

8I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you 

with my eye upon you. And now the next verse. 
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9Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper 

must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. (Ps. 

32:8,9) 

 God promises to instruct and teach us, which I think means to teach 

us about his ways and values and priorities for human life.  God often 

instructs us in these things as we read his Word, the Bible.  But look what 

comes next in the passage is also important!  “Do not be like a horse or 

mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and 

bridle.”  God expects us to use our understanding, our minds, too.  As we 

make decisions, we should ask:  What values are at stake here?  What 

passions has God given me that I might be able to use or how might those 

passions be quashed?  How might this decision affect future decisions?  

What are my primary motivations in this? 

 I think God expects us to do the hard work of serious reflection.  And 

that’s particularly hard for us 21st century Americans who have little 

experience just being quiet, listening to our own thoughts, and especially  

listening for the still small voice of the Holy Spirit.  It involves turning off the 

TV, computer, iPod, and smartphone.  I think regular quiet time is always 

important for our spiritual health, but it’s critically important when we’re 

making major decisions.  Worship may give us some space to do that, too. 
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 But there’s more.  God has also given us each other to help us make 

good decisions.  Writer and teacher Parker Palmer was offered the 

presidency of a large educational institution.  He was ready to say “yes” to 

this prestigious position, but because he was a Quaker, he first called some 

friends together as a “clearness committee” to help him discern if it was 

God’s call.   

One of his friends asked, “What would you enjoy about most about 

being president?”   

 Palmer struggled to answer.  “Well, I wouldn’t like to quit teaching,” 

he said.  “I wouldn’t like the politics involved…and I wouldn’t like fund-

raising.” 

 “But what would you like?” the questioner persisted. 

 After a long pause, Palmer quietly responded, “I would like to have 

my picture in the paper with the word “President” under it.” 

 Gently, his friend replied, “Parker, couldn’t you find an easier way to 

get your picture in the paper?”  He declined the offer. 

 Sometimes God uses the counsel of others, especially others who 

share our beliefs and values, to help us make wise decisions. 
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 Now, I know someone is probably thinking, “What about signs from 

God?  Doesn’t God lead us through signs?”  There are a couple instances 

in the Bible, namely the story of Gideon, where God gave clear signs to 

someone to direct and guide them, but such circumstances are actually 

rare in the Bible.  Just the same, in the late 1800’s, Protestant Christians 

began to promote the use of signs in making major decisions, and you can 

find some evangelical and Pentecostal preachers still advocating that we 

look for signs today to discern God’s will.  Personally, I’m a little skeptical 

about signs and inner feelings.  I’m directly acquainted with several 

instances in which people acted after believing God had given them a sign 

or an inner feeling of peace about something with disastrous results.  One 

of the problems is that discerning the meaning of signs is very subjective, 

and we can easily deceive ourselves into seeing God’s hand in something 

that isn’t God’s hand at all! 

 I think God gives us resources to help us make wise decisions.  

That’s the theme of all those parables about stewardship that Jesus taught.  

The stewards were told to make wise use of the resources entrusted to 

them by the master.  Some did.  Some didn’t.  All were held accountable for 

their choices.  I think that’s usually the way major decisions work with us.  

We make the wisest choice we can, using the gifts of the Scripture, our 

minds, and the counsel of others.  And we do so often without a sense of 
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certainty that we’re making the best decision..  As Paul reminds us in I Cor. 

13,  

11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 

like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For 

now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know 

only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And 

now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 

love.  (I Cor. 13:11-13) 

 “Now we see as in a mirror dimly…now I know in part, then I will 

know fully.”  We live in a fallen world.  Our contact with God has been 

muddied by human sin and finitude.  So, we need a sense of humility when 

we make big decisions, recognizing that we only know in part and that we 

are seeing things dimly in this world.   

God has given us his Word to help us understand what is important to 

God and what God’s priorities are.  We need to take time to reflect on those 

values and priorities and how they may come to bear on our choices.  We 

seek the counsel of others, another gift God has given us.  And then we 

decide with humility, knowing that we often must act without certainty in a 

fallen world. 


