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“Can These Bones Live Again?” or “Biblical Zombies”  Ezek. 37:1-14  

10/26/14 

 When I selected today’s scripture passage, I didn’t notice that this 

sermon would fall on the Sunday before Halloween.  However, it turns out 

to be a great passage for Halloween, with Ezekiel’s vision of re-assembled 

skeletons and biblical zombies.  I’ll bet you didn’t know there were zombies 

in the Bible!  Well, maybe there aren’t, but this gets pretty close! 

 Listen, as I read this very strange passage from Ezek. 37.   

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 

of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 

bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 

valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 

shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So I prophesied as I had 

been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and 

there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
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“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 

says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 

these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. (Ezek. 37:1-10) 

 I warned you it was strange!  With those dry, rattling bones being re-

assembled into skeletons, then covered with muscles and skin, and finally 

being filled with the breath of life, recalling the original creation story from 

Genesis when the breath of life was breathed into the original man and 

woman.  But what does it all mean? 

 Let me give you some background and historical context that may 

prove helpful.  Ezekiel prophesied around 570BC, an historical low point for 

God’s people.  They had a long history with God.  Almost 1000 years 

before, God miraculously delivered them after 400 years of enslavement in 

Egypt, the most powerful civilization on earth.  Then God helped them 

conquer and occupy their new land of Canaan.  They expanded their 

national power under kings like David and Solomon, but they continued to 

chase after other gods and disobey God’s commandments.  Around 

725BC, the northern ten tribes were conquered by the Assyrians and never 

heard from again. 

 The remaining southern tribe of Judah, centered around the holy city 

of Jerusalem, survived by kowtowing to the various international powers 
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that controlled the region- Assyria, Egypt, and Babylon.  But then they 

foolishly revolted against the Babylonians, and after a long, horrifying 

siege, the walls of Jerusalem were broken down, most of the citizens were 

carted off to Babylon, and the city was reduced to rubble, including the 

magnificent temple. 

 The result was not only a national crisis, but a religious one as well.  

They had believed that Jerusalem could never be conquered, because God 

himself lived there!  The conquest of Jerusalem and the destruction of the 

temple meant that, apparently, the gods of Babylon were more powerful 

than the God of Judah.  Or, that the God of Judah had finally given up on 

people of Israel.  Prophets like Ezekiel and Jeremiah tried to help the 

people understand that God had not abandoned his people, but was using 

this tragedy to turn his people back to him.  To purify them.  And that they 

did have a future.  That’s what this vision is all about. 

 Listen to the next few verses.   11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these 

bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 

and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 

the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
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soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says 

the LORD. (Ezek. 37:11-14) 

 The bones represented slaughtered Israelites, probably those who 

died in battle during the siege of Jerusalem.  With them had died any hope 

for the nation of Israel, which was now under total control of the most 

powerful nation on earth, Babylon.  And they had been taken far away from 

their homeland of Judah.   

 But the vision suggests that there was still hope for Israel!  Ezekiel is 

telling them that it’s not over ‘til the fat lady sings,’ as we would say today!  

God can still bring life to those bones baking in the hot desert sun!  And 

God is still bringing life into hopeless situations today! 

 In 1949, George and Elizabeth Wood, an American missionary 

couple serving in northwest China, were forced to leave that country.  

American churches, including Presbyterians, had invested heavily in China, 

sending hundreds of missionaries.  The work had been slow, but some 

progress was finally being seen.  When the Japanese invaded China during 

WWII, many missionaries were forced to leave, and others died in prison 

camps.  When the Communists came to power, all the rest were forced out.  

Christianity was suppressed in China, brutally at times. 

 When George and Elizabeth left, they turned their 200-member 

church over to a local leader, Pastor Mung.  They died in 1985 without ever 

knowing what had happened to that church.  In 1988 their son, George, 



 5
traveled to China and looked up Pastor Mung, who was then in his 80’s.  

He had been imprisoned for 9 years for his ministry work.  You see, it was 

illegal to baptize or “indoctrinate” anyone under 18 during the Communist 

persecutions.  When the government allowed the church to re-open in 

1983, there were only 30 (mostly older) members left.   

 Two years later, when George visited, he asked, “How many 

members do you have today?”  Pastor Mung’s wife brought them a 

cardboard roll held together with yarn.  The first page was filled with writing- 

five columns:  name, age, gender, address, occupation.  There were 

around 20 names.  George continued turning page after page with names 

of the baptized.  Finally, he asked the Mungs.  How many are there in all?  

“One thousand five hundred baptized believers!” they answered. 

 In disbelief, George asked, “How did this happen?”  Pastor Mung 

responded.  “There is no program or technique.  Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever.  And we pray a lot!”  When Pastor Mung died 

at the age of 96, the number of baptized believers stood at over 15,000! 

 Back in 1983, looking at the 30 surviving members of that church, no 

one would have had any hope that there would have been an increase in 

membership 20 years later, much less an increase of 15,000!  But God is in 

the business of doing extraordinary things, even in seemingly hopeless 

situations! 
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 We face situations in our world which seem pretty hopeless- 

centuries-old hatred in the Middle East that continues to mutate and flare 

up in horrible violence; racial mistrust in our own country which rears its 

ugly head periodically in places like Ferguson, Missouri; the growth of 

brutal, aggressive, totalitarian regimes like ISIS; and the spread of horrible 

diseases like Ebola.  Not much hope in any of these situations.  In the 

church, our own denomination has lost over half its membership in the last 

40 years.  Most other mainline denominations in this country have 

experienced similar losses.  And the percentage of young people attending 

any kind of church today continues to plummet.  Not much cause for hope 

there, either. 

 On a personal level, some of you are dealing with the fallout of 

divorce or unfaithfulness.  Some of you face financial situations that seem 

impossible.  Others face work situations that are unbearable, family 

relationships that are a terrible burden, or illnesses that overwhelm you.  

It’s hard for you to have any hope. 

 And yet, it was into a situation as bad as any of these that Ezekiel 

received this vision of hope from God.  Dead, dry bones rattling around and 

coming back to life once again.  Where before there was no hope, now 

there was hope.  And God did intervene.  The Persians defeated the 

Babylonians and they returned the Israelites to their land and assisted them 

in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem and the temple.  You can read about it 
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in the book of Nehemiah.  And God isn’t finished bringing hope into 

hopeless situations. 

 In Cateura, Paraguay, many people live around a large landfill.  In 

order to support themselves, about a thousand of them pick through the 

rubbish every day, finding things that can be recycled and resold.  A pretty 

bleak place to grow up.  But a professional musician named Favio Chavez 

decided to open a tiny music school there to enrich the lives of poor 

children living in the dump.  He loaned out the only five instruments he had, 

but there were fifty kids who wanted to participate.  He didn’t know what to 

do, but he refused to give up hope.  He asked one of the trash pickers if he 

could fashion some instruments out of recycled materials found in the 

landfill.  He said he would try… and it worked! 

 Eventually, the students learned to play in a small orchestra of 

miraculously redeemed instruments:  a cello made out of an oil can, a flute 

made from a water pipe, a drum set that uses X-ray gels as the skins, 

bottle caps that serve as the keys for a saxophone, a double-bass 

constructed out of chemical cans, and a violin made from a battered 

aluminum salad bowl with strings tuned with forks.  The orchestra plays 

classical music, Paraguayan folk tunes, and even a few rock pieces. 

  It’s hard to imagine a situation more hopeless than children growing 

up in a garbage dump.  But into this hopeless situation, God brought hope, 

using ordinary people to do it.  God wants to bring hope back into your life 
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and he wants to use you to bring hope into the lives of others.  God wants 

to use musicians, artists, attorneys, bankers, homemakers, Dads, teachers, 

medical workers, administrators, students, service workers, retirees, and 

even children to bring hope where there is no hope! 

 So ask God to open your eyes, like he opened the eyes of Ezekiel.  

Ask God to give you a vision of hope in whatever situation God brings to 

you.  And then pray and get busy making that vision a reality!  Feel free to 

share your vision or the need you have identified with us.  We’ll be glad to 

pray for you! 

  


