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“Another Brick in the Wall” Rom. 12:1-8 10/23/16 

 Back in the 1980’s when I was a youth director, there was a 

controversy at James Madison High School in Northern Virginia regarding 

the senior class song, which is always chosen by the students.  The 

problem was that a number of kids proposed choosing the Pink Floyd tune, 

“Another Brick in the Wall,” as their class song.  Here are the lyrics:  

 We don’t need no education 

 We don’t need no thought control 

 No dark sarcasm in the classroom 

 Teacher leave them kids alone 

 Hey Teacher!  Leave them kids alone! 

 All in all its just another brick in the wall. 

 All in all you’re just another brick in the wall. 

Much to the chagrin of teachers and many students, the song was selected 

by the students and became the senior class song that year! 

 However, I’m intrigued by what the song has to say regarding 

conformity.  No one wants to feel like they are losing their individuality and 

becoming just another brick in the wall!  This loss of individuality is a theme 

in dystopian books and films like “Animal Farm,” “1984,” and “Fahrenheit 
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451,” as well as more recent films like “V is for Vendetta,” and “The Hunger 

Games.”  Societies like that are frightening.  But all societies try to force 

some kind of conformity on their citizens.  As the Japanese proverb says, 

“The nail that sticks out gets hammered down.” 

 All the way back in the early church, the Apostle Paul dealt with the 

issue of conformity in his letter to Christians in Rome.  He has spent the 

first 11 chapters of the letter outlining the problem of human sin and God’s 

gracious response in Jesus Christ.  Then he moves into the practical 

applications of these beliefs by saying this, 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 

is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Rom. 12:1-2) 

 In response to God’s gracious offer of salvation, Paul urges us to 

present ourselves to God as living sacrifices, which he calls our “spiritual 

worship.”  Ancient people offered animal sacrifices to their gods as an act 

of worship, including the Jews.  Now, Paul says, we are to offer ourselves 

to God.  And that’s an important part of what Christian worship is about 

even today- offering ourselves to God.  But then Paul goes on to talk about 

this issue of conformity. 
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 “2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds,” he writes.  Or, as the translator J.B. Phillips has it, 

“Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold!”  I like that!  So, what are the 

values and beliefs of this world into which the world is trying to squeeze 

us?  Let’s consider a couple “isms” that dominate cultural thinking and 

values today. 

 First is selfism- the idea that you are the most important thing in the 

world!  That all you need is yourself to have a satisfying life.  “Look out for 

#1,” as people say.  Notice how everyone is taking “selfies” today, and 

posting them on-line for everyone to see.  “Look at me!”  Or, consider the 

fact that many people believe we should meet our own needs first- 

emotional & financial- and only then begin to help others.  The problem, of 

course, is that our needs are a bottomless pit and are never completely 

met!  If we wait to help others until our own needs are met, we’ll never get 

around to helping them!  Selfism is rampant in our world. 

 So is hedonism- the idea that you are entitled to all the good stuff you 

want!  As the old Schlitz beer commercial put it, “You only go around once 

in life, so you’ve gotta grab all the gusto you can get!”  Hedonism is the 

unspoken premise behind virtually any ad you see on TV, computer, or 

smartphone.  Again and again you hear the unspoken message, “You have 

a right to whatever pleasure you desire, so unless someone is obviously 
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harmed by it, you should go for it.  That is how we find true happiness.”  We 

are all squeezed and shaped by the philosophy of Hedonism. 

 The third is relativism- the idea that all truth is relative, that there are 

no moral absolutes in our world- that we are free to make and choose our 

own morality, or no morality at all.  Relativism has clearly shaped our 

culture’s view of sexuality, making traditional views almost unrecognizable 

today.  It has shaped our view of business ethics, too, leading many to 

conclude that it’s OK to cut corners or mislead customers to get ahead.  

Everyone does it.  Relativism squeezes us all.  Selfism, hedonism, and 

relativism are just a few of the values and beliefs that shape our own 

thinking as we live in this world. 

 In the “Star Trek Next Generation” series, members of the Federation 

encounter a strong adversary, known as the Borg.  The Borg is a species 

with technology that is superior to anything the Federation has.  They take 

over any civilization they encounter and assimilate it into themselves, 

turning each individual into a robotic slave.  Any distinctiveness of those 

individuals and societies is lost.  The constant warning that the Borg gives 

to all life forms they encounter is this:  “You will be assimilated.  Resistance 

is futile.”  And those words come true time and time again. 

 But on one occasion, when a member of the Enterprise crew is about 

to be assimilated, he refuses to accept the inevitability of assimilation.  
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“Resistance is NOT futile,” he protests.  And he was right.  The 

crewmember resists and the Borg is eventually defeated. 

 We are under tremendous pressure to be assimilated into a culture 

with very different values than the ones we Christians hold.  At times it feels 

like resistance is futile.  It must have felt that way to those early Christians, 

who were standing against the power and prestige of the Roman Empire!  

But Paul reminds us here that resistance is not futile.  He says that the 

power of God is at work, enabling us to resist the pressure to conform our 

values to those of this world.  Instead, God transforms us as God renews 

our minds.  God changes us into the kind of people we were designed to be 

in the first place. 

 Now, some people fear this kind of transformation by God, thinking it 

will turn us into some kind of mindless automatons!  But Paul makes it very 

clear that that is not the case at all!  Instead, the God who fashioned you, 

who created you to be the person you are, wants to preserve and enhance 

your individuality!  Listen to what he says.    

3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 

members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 
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Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. (Rom. 12:3-8)  And I could add, the 

singer, in singing; the helper, in helping; the encourager, in encouraging; 

the techie, in helping our church become more effective with social media! 

 After calling us to present our bodies to God and resist the pressure 

to conform to the values of our world, Paul goes on to talk about diversity in 

Christ’s body the church!  He lists a number of gifts God gives us to 

illustrate the kind of diversity that exists.  And, in addition to the abilities 

God has given you, God has also given you your temperament as well as 

the life experiences that make you truly unique.  God wants to preserve 

and enhance your individuality and put it to work to make the world a better 

place, the kind of place that God intended it to be.   

And, contrary to the messages of selfism and hedonism, true 

contentment and meaning is not found in satisfying your every need and 

desire.  It is often found when we make sacrifices and deny our desires on 

behalf of others!  Many of you have experienced that in service to our 

community, on mission trips, and in serving your own family and country.  

You were designed for service, and God wants to help you resist the 
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pressures of the world and live in a way that is consistent with your true 

nature. 

 But it isn’t easy to do this.  The story is told of a man who had a 

wonderful canary, with an unusually beautiful song.  During the summer, he 

placed the bird in its cage outside so it could enjoy the sunshine and fresh 

air.  There it encountered many sparrows that frequented the yard and 

were attracted to the canary.  At first the canary was frightened by the other 

birds, but in time it grew to enjoy its companions.  However, gradually and 

almost imperceptibly, the canary lost the sweetness of its song.  By the end 

of the summer its “singing” was little more that the twitter of sparrows.  It 

had conformed its singing to the songs around it. 

 That’s the danger for us, that we might become conformed to the 

standards of the world around us, rather than being salt and light in it.  

That’s why we need each other.  That’s why the idea of worshiping God on 

your own out on the golf course or the battlefield simply won’t work.  We 

need to be together with other followers of Jesus each week to be 

reminded of who we are, and how what we believe is distinctive, lest we 

lose our song and begin to twitter like everyone else.  God has given us the 

church to help support us as we resist being squeezed into the mold of the 

world. 
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I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 

is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Rom. 12:1-2)  


