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“Givin’ It Up for Love” 10/19/14 

 Last Sunday I started a two part series of sermons based on spiritual 

truths I found in popular songs.  Last week’s song was “Caught in the 

Crossfire,” by Stevie Ray Vaughn, which reminded us of how we get caught 

in the crossfire of trying to live as faithful followers of Jesus in a world with 

very different values.  What I failed to mention was that even preachers can 

get caught in the crossfire!   

Two brothers had terrorized a small town for decades.  They were 

unfaithful to their wives, abusive to their children, and dishonest in 

business.  The younger brother died unexpectedly.   

 The surviving brother went to the pastor of a local church.  “I’d like 

you to conduct my brother’s funeral,” he said.  “But it’s important to me that 

during the service, you tell everyone that my brother was a saint.” 

 “But he wasn’t!” countered the pastor. 

 Pulling out his checkbook, the older brother said, “I’m prepared to 

give $100,000 to your church.  All I’m asking is that you publicly state that 

my brother was a saint.”  Caught in the crossfire! 

 On the day of the funeral, the pastor began his eulogy this way, 

“Everyone here knows that the deceased was a wicked man, a womanizer, 

and a drunk.  He terrorized his employees and cheated on his taxes.”   

“But as evil and sinful as this man was, compared to his older 

brother… he was a saint!” 
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 Well, let’s move on to the next song.  It’s called “Givin’ It Up for 

Love” and it was recorded a few years ago by jazz musicians, Al Jarreau 

and George Benson. 

Givin’ It Up For Love 

Give, give, givin' it up 
This is my story 
And oh what a story 
Givin' it up for love 

This is my story 
I gave it up to love 
Let me tell you how 

I could have been an architect 
I could have been a doctor 
Been a good police detective 
Looking for a robber 

Flew solo to Shanghai 
I'm fundamentally a loner 
Could'a put up a real good fight 
I got good chin, but I'm givin' it up for love 

I could have been an architect 
I could have been a doctor 
Been a good police detective 
Looking for a robber 

Flew solo to Shanghai 
I'm fundamentally a loner 
Could'a put up a real good fight 
I got good chin, but I'm givin' it up for love 

I gave it up 
Givin' it up to love 
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I gave up everything 
My everything gone 

I gave it up 
Yes, I'm givin' it up to love 
I gave up everything 

What would you do, do for love? 
Would it include sacrifices and blood 
Darling don't stress, no, darling don't go 
I'll be an angel as long as we keep on singin' this song 

(FADE) I could have been an architect 
I could have been a doctor 
Been a good police detective 
Looking for a robber 
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It makes me want to dance!  But Bonnie told me that wouldn’t be a good 

idea, so… 

 “Givin’ It Up For Love”  I’ve been a pastor for a lot of years, and I’ve 

seen people give up all kinds of things for love- sometimes wisely, 

sometimes not.  I’ve seen them give up marriages, families, careers, 

freedom, promising futures, education, and even their own lives.  Givin’ it 

up for love.  I’m not sure there is any more basic need we have as human 

beings than the need for love.  And I think this basic need for love and 

intimate relationship has been placed within us by our Creator.  I think it’s 
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part of being made in the image of God, whose nature it is to love.  It’s as 

though we have a love-shaped hole in our hearts, and we desperately 

attempt to fill it with anything we think will work. 

 In the book, Tuesdays with Morrie, sports writer, Mitch Albom 

recounts how his life was transformed by his weekly visits with his dying 

former college professor, Morrie Schwartz, who was in the last stages of 

ALS.  Week after week, Morrie was trying to teach Mitch the importance of 

relationships.  But Mitch, who lived a hurried, workaholic life, found this 

very hard to understand.  Morrie wouldn’t let him off the hook.  He said, 

“We must love one another or die.  It’s a very simple lesson, Mitch.” 

 Morrie was right.  There is something inside each of us that needs to 

love and be loved.  When we lack that, something inside of us dies.  When 

we are loved, when we really matter to someone else, we gain a sense of 

value, a belief that we have worth. 

 God has given us to one another to provide that kind of love for each 

other.  Listen to these words from I John 4.  

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not 

know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 

God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In 

this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
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we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love 

one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. (I John 4:7-12) 

 God has given us to one another to help meet the deep need for love 

that each of us has.  The need for acceptance and significance.  The need 

for forgiveness. 

 Most of us are keenly aware of our faults.  And sometimes the 

knowledge of our faults, of our flaws, of our sins and failings threatens to 

overwhelm us.  Knowing we are loved can help us to deal with our sins.  As 

a young woman was preparing to get married, her grandmother told her 

one of her secrets to her long and happy marriage.  She said, “On my 

wedding day, I decided to make a list of ten of my husband’s faults which, 

for the sake of our marriage, I would overlook.”  “What kind of faults?” 

asked the Granddaughter.  “Well, to tell you the truth, I never did get 

around to listing them.  But whenever your grandfather did something that 

made me hopping mad, I would say to myself, ‘Lucky for him, that’s one of 

the ten!”  Each of us needs someone in our lives who is able to overlook 

and forgive our faults.  That is part of being loved. 

 God’s gift to us of human love is a wonderful thing!  But it is not 100% 

reliable.  People can let us down, and some people let us down constantly.  

Sometimes, we commit ourselves to another person, perhaps in friendship, 

perhaps even in marriage, only to discover that they are mean, destructive, 

addicted to alcohol or drugs, abusive, and unable to truly love.  And even 
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the best people will let us down sometimes, which can be horribly painful.  

Or, maybe we’re the one who is broken and unable to consistently give 

love to others. 

 The point is that we need more than human love to sustain us.  

Fortunately, God’s love is available to us.  ‘For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life.  ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. (John 3:16,17)  God so loved the world.  That includes every single 

person who has ever been born.  That includes you!  And God’s love for 

you is a deeply sacrificial love, giving up his only son to provide for your 

salvation.  God’s love for us will never fail us.  Even when human love fails, 

God’s love is still there.  Even when your love for God fails, when you fail to 

be the person God has created you to be, God’s love is still there for you.   

 One of my favorite Old Testament prophets is Hosea.  Hosea had a 

wife named Gomer.  Really.  Gomer.  You would have thought her name 

might have put him off a little, but it didn’t.  Anyway, he was deeply in love 

with her, but she was not capable of returning his love.  She was unfaithful 

to Hosea, time and again.  For some reason, Hosea still loved her.  Each 

time she strayed, he would go in search of her.  He would find her and 

bring her back.   One time he even paid to buy her back from her pimp, still 

professing his love for her.  It was really kind of sad. 
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 But then God told Hosea that this whole mess was a picture of 

God’s love for his people Israel.  Like Gomer, they had been unfaithful to 

him, time and time again.  Chasing after other gods, ignoring his 

commands, running away from him.  Like Hosea, God had gone after them, 

forgiving them time and time again, bringing them back, and trying to start 

over with them.  Why?  There was only one possible explanation.  He loved 

them. 

 That’s the way God is with us.  With you!  So that no matter what 

you’ve done.  No matter where you’ve been.  God loves you and wants to 

start over with you.  God, and only God, can meet the deep need within you 

to be loved.  Only God can fill that love-shaped hole within you.  And as 

you grow secure in being loved as a child of God, you will also grow in your 

ability to reach out and risk loving others.  That’s right.  God wants to work 

through you to fill the need for love in others he brings into your life. 

What would you give up for love?  You don’t need to give up a thing.  

God has already given it up for you through the life, death, and resurrection 

of his Son, Jesus.  Trust him, and experience his love! 


