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“Caught in the Crossfire” Gen. 13-19 (selected verses) 10/12/14 

 Sometimes we find God’s truth in unexpected places- in best-selling 

novels, in TV shows & movies, at the theater, or in a work of art.  Recently, 

I noticed God’s truth in a couple of secular songs I was listening to.  I’ll 

share one of them this week, and another next week.  This week’s song 

was popularized by Stevie Ray Vaughn, in my opinion, one of the best 

blues guitarists ever.  I only get to listen to him by myself in the car, since 

my wife, Bonnie, does not like the blues!  Anyway, Vaughn recorded this 

tune, “Crossfire,” in 1989 one year before his death in a helicopter crash at 

the age of 36.  Listen as I play a little of it for you. 

     "Crossfire" 
 

Day by day, night after night  
Blinded by the neon light  
Hurry here, hustling there  

No one's got the time to spare  
Money's tight, nothing free  

Won't somebody come and rescue me  
 

I am stranded, caught in the crossfire  
Stranded, caught in the crossfire  

 
Tooth for tooth, eye for an eye  
Sell your soul just to bop on by  

Beggin' for a dollar, stealin' a dime  
Come on can't you see that I'm  
Stranded, caught in the crossfire  

I am stranded, caught in the crossfire  
I need some, kind of kindness  
Some kind of sympathy, oh no  

 
Save the strong, lose the weak  
Never turning the other cheek  
Trust nobody, don't be no fool  

Whatever happened to the golden rule 
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  I love how the song depicts someone who knows what is right, 

but finds it very hard to live it out.  He’s caught in the crossfire of life.  “Save 

the strong, lose the weak.  Never turning the other cheek.  Trust nobody, 

don’t be no fool.  Whatever happened to the golden rule?  We got stranded, 

caught in the crossfire.” 

 I’m reminded of many biblical characters who found themselves 

caught in the crossfire, living in this world while trying to be faithful followers 

of the Lord.  Noah, Moses, Daniel, and, of course, Jesus Christ himself.  

This morning, I’d like to focus on a lesser-known character, a man named 

Lot from the book of Genesis.  He was Abraham’s nephew.  In chapter 13, 

both men were grazing their enormous herds in the same area and their 

shepherds had been in conflict over water and grazing rights.  Here’s what 

Abraham proposed:  Then Abram said to Lot, ‘Let there be no strife 

between you and me, and between your herders and my herders; for we 

are kindred. Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me. 

If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if you take the right 

hand, then I will go to the left.’ Lot looked about him, and saw that the plain 

of the Jordan was well watered everywhere like the garden of the LORD, 

like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar; this was before the LORD had 

destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. So Lot chose for himself all the plain of 

the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastwards; thus they separated from each 

other. Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the 



 3
cities of the Plain and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the people of 

Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD. (Gen. 13:8-13)    

Astute readers of the Old Testament will notice two red flags here, 

concerning Lot.  First, he chooses the best land for himself- a well-watered 

plain, when by right, his older uncle should have gotten that land.  Second, 

Lot takes the land with cities on it.  One of the benefits of a city is that it 

provided a measure of security against other raiding tribes.  Nothing wrong 

with that.  But cities were also centers of Canaanite pagan religion, with its 

idol worship, sacred prostitution, and violence. That’s a potential problem. 

 So Lot goes his way, and Abraham goes the other way.  The hoped-

for security of the cities doesn’t pan out for Lot, when some of the 

neighboring city-kings went to war with the city in which he was living and 

he was captured.  Uncle Abraham came to the rescue and liberated him, 

and Lot returned to city life in Sodom.  That’s where we find him in Gen. 19.   

“The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the 

gateway of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and bowed 

down his face to the ground. ” (Gen. 19:1)  

The gateway of ancient cities was the place where leaders of that city 

sat and rendered judgments.  In one way, it’s not surprising that Lot had 

become a leader of the city of Sodom, after all he was a very wealthy man.  

Some things don’t change, do they?  But the values and practices of 

Sodom, including rampant violence, oppression of the poor, and 



 4
exploitation of the weak, were not the values of the Lord’s people.  In fact, 

things were so bad in Sodom, that God decided to wipe it out.  Notice Lot’s 

reaction.  

15When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Get up, take your 

wife and your two daughters who are here, or else you will be consumed in 

the punishment of the city.” 16But he lingered; so the men seized him and 

his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the LORD being merciful to him, 

and they brought him out and left him outside the city. 17When they had 

brought them outside, they said, “Flee for your life; do not look back or stop 

anywhere in the Plain; flee to the hills, or else you will be consumed.” 18And 

Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords; 19your servant has found favor with 

you, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life; but I cannot 

flee to the hills, for fear the disaster will overtake me and I die. 20Look, that 

city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there—is 

it not a little one? —and my life will be saved!” 21He said to him, “Very well, 

I grant you this favor too, and will not overthrow the city of which you have 

spoken. 22Hurry, escape there, for I can do nothing until you arrive there.” 

Therefore the city was called Zoar. (which means “small”) (Gen. 19:15-22) 

 Caught in the crossfire!  Lot’s ties to city life, and to Sodom in 

particular, are so strong that he risks his life and that of his family by 

lingering there, even after the clear warning from the angels!  He even 
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makes a deal so he can flee to another city- “just a little one”- presumably 

because of the security it affords. 

 Like Lot, some of us are caught in the crossfire between our ties to 

this world and its values, and the values of the kingdom of God.  And, like 

Lot, some of our vulnerability may be of our own making.  Our need for 

security, love, significance, and achievement have led us to compromise 

with the world around us in our public and private lives.  And it’s very 

uncomfortable, having one foot in the world and another in the kingdom of 

God.  How do we even get into such a situation in the first place? 

 In the first season of the hit TV show, “24,” we meet Jack Bauer, a 

federal agent responsible for protecting a presidential candidate from an 

assassination plot.  Jack was chosen largely because of his reputation for 

integrity, but this same integrity has made him unpopular with other agents, 

who want him to play along and “be a team player.”  Jack won’t budge.   

 He explains his decision to his closest partner.  “You can look the 

other way once, and it’s no big deal, except it makes it easier for you to 

compromise the next time.  And pretty soon, that’s all you’re doing- 

compromising- because that’s how you think things are done.  You know 

those guys I blew the whistle on?  You think they were the bad guys?  They 

weren’t the bad guys.  They were just like you and me, except they 

compromised once.” (end quote)  Lot was caught in the crossfire largely 
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because of his own choices.  I imagine he did some compromising, in 

order to live comfortably in Sodom. 

 People throughout the Bible are constantly caught in the crossfire, 

some because they made choices that put them in that position, others 

through no fault of their own.  I think of the prophet, Jeremiah, who was 

branded a traitor to his country when he proclaimed God’s criticism of Israel 

as well as God’s coming judgment.  Or how about Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego?  They were young men, from the elite classes of Jerusalem, 

who were captured by King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians when 

Jerusalem was sacked in 586BC.  They were taken to Babylon, given the 

finest education available in the empire, and trained to be leaders in service 

to Babylon.  They excelled in everything they did. 

 Then trouble struck.  Nebuchadnezzar, renowned for his self-

aggrandizing tendencies, had a huge statue built, and demanded that 

everyone bow down to it and worship it as a sign of loyalty to him and the 

empire, or be thrown into a fiery furnace.  The three men refused, believing 

that only God deserved their worship.  When Nebuchadnezzar found out, 

he was enraged, and threatened to throw them into the fire.  Here’s how 

the young men responded, 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a 

defense to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver 

us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him 
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deliver us.18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve 

your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 

(Dan. 3:16-18) 

 Caught in the crossfire, these guys drew a bright red line that they 

just wouldn’t cross.  “We will not serve your gods and we will not worship 

the golden statue that you have set up,” they insist.  Pretty impressive!  

You’ll have to read the rest of Daniel 3 to find out what happened, but in 

one sense, it doesn’t really matter.  They were caught in the crossfire as 

they attempted to live as faithful Jews in powerful, pagan Babylon, and they 

maintained their integrity. 

 How about us?  When do we get caught in the crossfire?  When we 

are asked or expected to do unethical things at work?  When we are 

expected to join in gossip about co-workers or neighbors or fellow church 

members?  When we are treated badly by someone and are tempted to 

respond in kind?  When we see others being treated badly and wonder if 

we should intervene?  I think, at one time or another, all of us are caught in 

the crossfire, wanting to live as followers of Jesus Christ, yet not wanting to 

risk our popularity or standing or financial security. 

 In the 1984 movie, “The Karate Kid,” teenaged Daniel is being bullied 

by his new classmates.  He goes to a local man, Mr. Miyagi, hoping to learn 

karate, so he can defend himself.  He has no idea what kind of commitment 

is required.  The following conversation then takes place: 
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Mr. Miyagi:  Now, ready? 

Daniel:  Yeah, I guess so. 

Miyagi: (sighs) Daniel-san, must talk.  Walk on road, hm?  Walk left side, 

safe.  Walk right side, safe.  Walk middle, sooner or later, get squish just 

like grape.  Here, karate, same thing.  Either you karate do “yes” or karate 

do “no.”  You- karate do “guess so,” squish just like grape.  Understand? 

Daniel:  Yeah, I understand. 

Miyagi:  Now, ready? 

Daniel:  Yeah, I’m ready. 

 When the crossfire comes, it’s too late to decide “Follow Jesus, yes.”  

That decision needs to be made before, and then nurtured and developed 

and encouraged and empowered.  Do you want to follow Jesus Christ?  If 

so, talk with us and we’ll help you get grounded in that decision!  We’ll help 

you learn what to do when you’re caught in the crossfire, to set those bright 

lines you will not cross, and to develop the courage to do the right thing.  

As followers of Jesus, we will all have times when we’re caught in the 

crossfire.  The question is:  How will we handle it? 


