
Page 1 of 6 
 

Proverbs 22:11 & 27:19 / John 15:9-17 
September 27, 2015 
“Friends in Low Places” 
Rev. Lou Nyiri 
 
Music has a way of taking an anecdotal quip or phrase and turning it into a song that somehow 
gets stuck in your head and won’t get out. 
If you know country music, then you know today’s message title is from Garth Brooks’ hit song 
by the same name. 
Some other country music songs which feature friendship are: 
My Old Friend – Tim McGraw “The love and the laughter / Will live long after / All of the 
sadness and the tears." 
Good Friend & A Glass of Wine – LeeAnn Rimes "That kind of therapy money can't buy / Every 
now and then, every now and then / Every girl needs a good friend and a glass of wine" 
Find Out Who Your Friends Are – Tracy Lawrence "Never stop to think 'What's in it for me?' or 
'It's way too far' / They just show on up with their big old heart." 
 
It’s not just country music that does this, think about these: 
You’ve Got a Friend – James Taylor “When your down and lonely…you just call my name out 
loud & I’ll come runnin…” 
The Rembrandts - I’ll Be There for You – made popular by TV sitcom The Friends  

“I'll be there for you (When the rain starts to pour) 
I'll be there for you (Like I've been there before) 
I'll be there for you ('Cause you're there for me too).” [clap.clap.clap.clap.clap] 

You’ve Got a Friend in Me – Randy Newman  
“You've got a friend in me 
You've got a friend in me 
When the road looks rough ahead 
And you're miles and miles 
From your nice warm bed 
You just remember what your old pal said 
Boy, you've got a friend in me 
Yeah, you've got a friend in me 

 
Friendship means a lot – doesn’t it? 
 
“No man [no person] is a failure who has friends,” Clarence the angel said to George Bailey in 
Frank Capra’s classic movie It’s A Wonderful Life. 
“Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another:  ‘What!  You too?  I 
thought I was the only one.’” – said C.S. Lewis British novelist, Christian Apologist and author of 
the Narnia series. 
“Be slow to fall into friendship,” said Socrates, “but when thou art in, continue firm & 
constant.” 
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An Unknown Author, “True friendship is when you walk into their house and your WiFi 
connects automatically.” 
The poet & philosopher, Khalil Gibran, has said, “Friendship is always a sweet responsibility, 
never an opportunity.” 
 
The Proverbs: 
“Those who love a pure heart and are gracious in speech will have the king as a friend.” – 
Proverbs 22:11 
“Just as water reflects the face, so one human heart reflects another.” – Proverbs 27:19 
 
In John 15 Jesus gets to the heart of the matter with regard to our call for spiritual friendships.  
The passage this morning falls in the middle of his “farewell discourse.”  It’s a series of 
teachings given to the disciples in the waning hours of Jesus’ ministry which are designed to 
prepare them – and us – for life as Christ’s people long after his life, death, resurrection and 
ascension.   
 
Jesus speaks to the kind of connection He longs to see between those who will claim to be His 
faithful followers. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are 
my friends if you do what I command you.  I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father.”  (15:12-15) 

These are the kind of words that speak to the depth of friendship and the hope of new 
beginnings.  While it may sound a bit simple, it is so much more, it is a most profound hope that 
Jesus sets forth for this rag tag band of followers he calls disciples – both 1st century and 21st 
century disciples.   
 
Jesus desires for His church – this community of baptized, forgiven and faith-filled disciples, to 
be a place of true, loving friendship.   
Jesus’ command is that the church becomes one place in the world, if not the premier place, 
where our learning and our yearning for loving connection can be satisfied.   
Christ wants us to be friends – and not surface-level friends – rather loving, life-giving, deeply 
satisfying and connected friends. 
 
Yet, it is with painful honesty that John’s Gospel records Jesus’ first and closest disciples were 
on their best days easily distracted from their love of God, care for one another, and concern 
for their neighbors.  Some, like Judas, even grew to be wayward, rebellious, and at times mean.  
Yet turning to all of these would-be followers, Jesus explained his and the Father’s deep, 
sacrificial love for them in these words: “You did not choose me, but I chose you” and “I have 
called you friends” (15:15-16).  
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“Friendship,” Gail O’Day claims in the Fourth Gospel, “is the ultimate relationship with God and 
one another.”  The word for friend in Greek is philos and it comes from a common verb phileō  
which means to love.  “Thus,” O’Day notes, “in the New Testament a ‘friend’ is immediately 
understood then as ‘one who loves’.”  The fundamental connection between love and 
friendship is an essential starting point for reclaiming friendship as a resource for faith and as 
an ethic by which we – as Christians – might live our lives.   
 
Jesus sets forth then some dimensions for this classical ideal of friendship which are salient in 
the way He defines his love for the disciples:   
 
The gift of one’s life for one’s friends.  
In the ancient world, friendship was the glue binding free persons to one another and a 
community— friendship was such a key relationship that friends ideally might sacrifice their 
lives for one another and the common good.  You see this in the kind of friendships those who 
serve in the military develop with their unit – caring about – loving one another so much that 
they will put their own life on the line to save another member.  “What is so remarkable,” Gail 
O’Day continues, “is that Jesus fully lives out this cultural ideal.  What Jesus teaches, he is 
already living.  Jesus’ entire life and death is an act of friendship.” 
 
The gift of being called Jesus’ friends. 
Jesus calls us friends.  Perhaps you caught the dramatic shift in Jesus speech.  He moves from a 
conditional (“you are my friends if you do what I command you”) to an assertion (“I have called 
you friends”).  It does not depend on something the disciples do, because their enactment of 
Jesus’ commandments still remains in the future.  “No,” O’Day says, “it is something that Jesus 
has done: ‘I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father’ (John 
15:15)….  
 
The disciples are Jesus’ friends because he has spoken to them openly; he has made known to 
them everything that he has heard from the Father.  Jesus in his life and death, his words and 
deeds, showed and told his followers everything about God’s love.  From that living example, 
his followers’ relationship to the world and to one another were forever changed.  O’Day 
concludes, “Jesus’ openness is a model of how we are to treat one another, but it also provides 
the wellspring that makes our acts of friendship possible.” 
 
This place we call the church is meant to be more than an event we attend with other Christians 
– it is meant to be a place where deep connection and community is lived out. 
Jesus’ greatest concern upon leaving this earth was not a faith we’d live out as loners, rather it 
was whether or not we’d live our faith in harmony, community, and friendship - together. 
As we live together in this community of faith that we call the church, can we say we have 
friends here? 
Not just faces we know or names we can recite – do we have people whose lives we share in, 
whose faith encourages us, whose presence comforts us? 
One way we might endeavor to do just that is to invest in one of the Fall small groups which are 
about to embark on the journey through Dan Schaeffer’s The Power of Weakness. 
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However, that’s not the best thing we can do.  The answer is not to simply jump up from one’s 
pew and grab the person next to you and say, C’mon.  Let’s go sign up for that book study. Or 
How about you come over to my house for dinner.  While those actions wouldn’t hurt – the 
antidote to having more connectedness in the church is not more effort – rather it’s about 
experiencing more of Jesus the Christ. 
 
Just before this morning’s John text – in verse 9 – Jesus offers an invitation, “As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you.  Abide in my love.” 
Abide in my love. 
Friendship among one another is a direct outgrowth of our abiding – our dwelling and resting in 
the love Jesus gives us. 
We cannot be for others what we are not regularly receiving from Christ. 
 
Before we can be that friend – it’s good to remember and revel in the fact that Christ is and will 
always be our friend – yours and my friend – in this place. 
Christ has shared God’s very heart with us and Christ makes known God’s heart of love and 
unending grace – a grace that freely flows into each of our lives. 
In Christ, we have found a friend who has reclaimed us and reconciled us with God and who 
now reigns lovingly over us. 
 
In the closing scenes of the movie Toy Story 2 – Buzz Lightyear confronts Sherriff Woody who 
has made the choice to leave his child Andy to go and be with a collector surrounded by other 
toys from his show Woody’s Roundup.  Buzz and the other toys have put their life on the line to 
find and bring Woody back before Andy returns home from a trip. 
 
Buzz says, “Somewhere in that pad of stuffing is a toy that taught me your life’s only worth 
living if your being loved by a kid.  I traveled all the way here to rescue that toy because I 
believed him.” 
“Well, you wasted your time,” Woody responds.  Then turns his back on the other toys. 
As the toys leave, Woody says to Buzz, “I don’t have a choice, Buzz.  This is my only chance.” 
[9:30 a.m. - We pick up their conversation from that point…show video clip] 
“To do what Woody,” Buzz retorts, “to watch kids from behind glass and never be loved again.  
Some life?” 
 
As Buzz and the other toys make their journey down the buildings duct work through which 
they entered, Woody hears the dialogue from his show Woody’s Roundup which is playing on 
the TV. 
 
‘Now, remember deputies,’ he hears himself saying, ‘the real treasures are your friends and 
family.  Before I go kids I want to share something special with you…for the times when I’m not 
around…(and music begins to play in the background…)’ 
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“You've got a friend in me 
You've got a friend in me 
You’ve got troubles, well I’ve got ‘em too 
There isn’t anything I wouldn’t do 
We stick together and see it through 
‘cause you’ve got a friend in me… 
Some other folks might be a little bit smarter than I am 
Bigger and stronger too, maybe? 

 
As he sits down on a roll of packing tape, Woody imagines his Andy hugging him as the song 
continues with these words, “…but none of them will ever love you the way I do…it’s me and 
you, boy…” 
 
He turns his foot over and rubs the paint off the sole of his boot to reveal the name Andy. 
 
And as he sees that claim on his life, he comes to his senses and says, “What am I doing?” 
 
He leaps up and runs toward the vent the other toys left through shouting, “Buzz!  Wait!  Wait! 
– I’m coming with you.” 
 
The claim on our lives has been most fully revealed through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus the Christ. 
 
As the great hymn of faith Come, Christians, Join to Sing declares,  
Come, lift your hearts on high; 
Let praises fill the sky; 
[Christ] is our guide and friend;  
To us He’ll condescend; 
Singing forevermore, Alleluia! Amen! 
 
In the context of this hymn, condescending is not to be interpreted in a patronizing fashion as it 
often means today, rather it implies that Christ the King humbles himself to be in a personal 
relationship with us. 
 
So I guess we could say that we are the friends in low places. 
 
For Christ the King has come from on high to be with us – to reclaim & renew us – to show us a 
better way of being. 
 
He has come low in order to be lifted up & to lift us up. 
 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
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And this one who lays down his life – for us – is also the one who calls us friends – before we’ve 
ever done anything to earn that title. 
 
It is because of this friendship that we too can love one another as Christ has loved us. 
 
If that is the case, then me and you – we’ve got friends in low places too…and I’m okay with 
that, because together – and by the power of God at work in our lives and this world – we can 
and we will be better than we are – we can and we will love the world in such a way that Randy 
Newman’s song will be made reality: 

 
When the road looks rough ahead 
And you're miles and miles 
From your nice warm bed 
You just remember what your old pal said 
[Child of God] you've got a friend in me 
Yeah, you've got a friend in me. 

 
Perhaps this could be the song which gets stuck in our heads that we can’t get out? 
 
Amen & Amen. 


