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The Same, But Different Eph. 4:1-16 9/8/13 

 When I was a kid, I enjoyed reading comic books with various 

Superheroes, especially Superman.  He had several superpowers, 

including X-ray vision, the ability to fly, and super strength.  I sometimes 

wondered what it would be like to have one of those powers, and I tried 

putting on a cape and leaping off porches and picnic tables in an attempt to 

fly.  Just so you know- it didn’t work!  When adults are asked what 

superpower they would like to have, here’s what they say.  28% would like 

to read minds.  (I’m not sure I would like that…)  15% would like to fly.  11% 

would like to be invisible.  9% would like super strength, and 1% would like 

to be able to walk through walls.  (Doors usually work for me!)  What 

superpower would you like to have? 

 In fact, if we take the New Testament seriously, you already have at 

least one!  They are called spiritual gifts, and are empowered by the Spirit 

of God.  Let’s look at what Paul has to say about these gifts in Eph. 4, but 

before we get to the gifts, he has some important background information 

for us. (SLIDE #1) 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and 

one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one 
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Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all 

and through all and in all. (Eph. 4:1-6) 

 In the first part of his letter to Christians in Ephesus, Paul makes the 

case that through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have 

been made right with God individually, and that God has repaired the 

divisions between Jews and Gentiles.  With the same Savior, we are now 

one people of God.  He now develops the practical implications of that 

teaching in chapters 4-6, calling us to live a life worthy of our calling.  In 

particular, he calls Christians in the church to unity. 

 That is done through the development of certain virtues, which he 

calls fruits of the Spirit elsewhere.  He calls them to develop humility.  Now 

humility doesn’t mean that we are always belittling ourselves or pretending 

that our accomplishments are worthless.  It means having a realistic view of 

ourselves, seeing ourselves the way God sees us.  We are creatures made 

in the very image of God.  Therefore, we have great worth and value.  But 

we are also sinners, all of us falling short of what God has created us to be.  

A humble person recognizes both things, knowing that as a limited being, 

he or she may be mistaken on a given issue or interpretation of a situation.  

Humility. 

 Paul then lifts up the virtue of gentleness.  This means we don’t bull 

our way through life, pushing others who are in our way.  Instead, we treat 

others, especially those who are younger or weaker, with respect and care.  
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Patience is next.  I find that I’m pretty patient in some areas, but not so 

much in others.  My wife will tell you that my PQ (patience quotient) is 

particularly low when I’m driving!  Don’t tell her, but I think she’s probably 

right, although I don’t think bad drivers should be on the road!  Patience. 

 Then Paul instructs us to “bear with one another in love.”  This could 

be translated as “Put up with each other.”  It’s the virtue of tolerance.  It’s a 

willingness to set aside small irritants and issues for the sake of harmony.  

If you’ve been married for more than a few years, you’ve had to learn this 

one!  I think it’s also a very important virtue for church members to learn.  

We’ve got over 700 members here, and each one has opinions about 

matters of worship, facility, music styles, the color of the paint in the ladies 

room, the sound system, and the times of worship services!  It is literally 

impossible to make decisions that will make everyone happy.  Therefore, 

we must develop the virtue of tolerance, of “bearing with one another,” if we 

are to have any semblance of unity! 

 And Paul says that we bear with one another in love.  One Paul gives 

these lists of Christian virtues elsewhere, love is emphasized.  This kind of 

love isn’t about mushy feelings we have for one another.  We may not feel 

affectionate for some of our fellow church members or even our pastors!  

That’s what makes Christian unity all the more amazing.  This kind of love 

is a decision to ask in a Christ-like way, to act in a way which is in the best 
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interest of the other person, rather than insisting on our own way.  It’s the 

capstone of Christian virtues. 

 Again, all these virtues serve to promote Christian harmony and unity.  

How are you doing in this area?  Do the things you do and the things you 

say promote unity or disunity in the church?  Do these virtues of humility, 

gentleness, patience, and tolerance describe you?  If you’ve got some work 

to do in this area, admit it, and ask God to help you fulfill his desire for unity 

in his church.  (One.. one.. one?) 

 But, Paul says, although God calls us to be unified, we are not all the 

same.  (SLIDE #2)  7But each of us was given grace according to the 

measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high 

he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” (Eph. 4:7,8) 

God’s Spirit gives gifts to each member of Christ’s body, the church.  This 

is a teaching Paul repeats in Romans and in I Corinthians, to help us 

understand how the church is supposed to work.  God gives different 

abilities to different members of the church.  Therefore we need one 

another if we are to be whole.  Elsewhere, Paul compares the church to a 

human body, making the same point that every part of the body is 

important if the body is to function in health.  He continues his thought by 

listing a couple of the gifts that God gives. (Harry Potter, “Blind Side,” kid 

and fire department example) 
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(SLIDE #3) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers... (Eph. 4:11) 

 Today we would think of apostles as being those who plant churches, 

and reach out to people who may not have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Evangelists also often operate outside the church, sharing the good news 

with others.  Prophets in New Testament times often brought a word 

directly from the Lord to the people of God.  Pastor and teachers operated 

within the church, instructing people in God’s Word and God’s ways and 

serving as shepherds of the flock of God- watching out for them, caring for 

them, protecting them.  In the other places Paul talks about spiritual gifts, 

he adds many other gifts like administration, healing, giving, serving, and 

leading. 

 (What gifts has God given you?) 

 It’s important to point out that these gifts are given for the benefit of 

others, not for our own benefit.  Read on!  (SLIDE #4)   

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 

14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 

every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 

scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined 



 6
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part 

is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

(Eph. 4:12-16) 

 These special abilities are given to us for a purpose- to help the 

whole body of Christ grow and mature.  Signs of maturity include unity and 

knowledge of the Son of God.  It also includes stability.  Paul doesn’t want 

us to be tossed around by every doctrinal fad that comes along.  And there 

are a lot of those going around!  Ultimately, God gives these gifts so that 

the body can grow in maturity and in numbers. 

 What gifts has God given you?  Are you using them to help further 

Christ’s mission of church in this place?  How could you put your gifts to 

use?  Ask God to show you how you could use your gifts in his service here 

at GPC. 

 When our daughter was young, Beanie Babies, those little stuffed 

animals, were all the rage.  Certain ones were fairly rare, and people 

collected them and hoarded them, hoping they would increase in value.  Of 

course, they were worth far more if the tags were still on them and they 

were in pristine condition.  Unfortunately, that meant that kids couldn’t play 

with them, which is what they were designed for!  Instead, they sat, unused 

on a shelf somewhere waiting for the market to go up.  (In reality, the 

market has gone way down on them!) 
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 God is not looking for collector Beanie Baby Christians, sitting on a 

shelf somewhere presumably preserving their looks and value.  No, God 

has made us to be used, to fulfill the purposes for which we were created.  

Each of us is designed with specific gifts and abilities and a specific 

temperament, which makes us particularly suited for certain kinds of 

service in Christ’s kingdom.  Yeah, we may get worn a little bit, and even 

show some wear-and-tear over time.  That’s OK.  That just means we’re 

fulfilling the purpose for which we were created!   

 A friend of mine had considered going on a mission trip for several 

years, always finding excuses for not going.  It’s too hot.  The work is too 

hard.  I’ll feel uncomfortable.  You know.  One day she was musing with a 

friend over this when a friend said, “You should just go!  What are you 

saving yourself for?”  What are you saving yourself for? 


