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 “Questions and Answers” 8/17/14 

 This sermon answers three questions submitted by members of the 

congregation.  After these questions were answered, other submitted 

questions were randomly selected and answered. 

“Why is it that “religion” is often the source of horrific crimes against 

humanity?  Why do we go so far astray from loving each other, etc.? 

 This is a great question that is often raised by those who reject the 

validity of religion.  For example, Christopher Hitchens, in his book God is 

Not Great:  How Religion Poisons Everything, argues that religion 

aggravates our cultural and racial differences, leading to division and 

violence.  Is this true?  If it is, it is a serious problem for us. 

 I have a couple of responses.  First of all, there is no doubt that 

religious people have been involved in all kinds of war and violence.  For 

Christians- the Crusades and the Spanish Inquisition come to mind.  Hindu 

Nationalists in India have been violent against both Christians and Muslims.  

Radical Islam is aggressively violent towards all kinds of people in Asia and 

Africa.  But is it religion which gives rise to these awful actions, or is 

something else at work?  I would argue that something else is at work. 

 Consider this:  The 20th century brought several non-religious, even 

anti-religious regimes to power in places like the USSR, China, and North 

Vietnam.  In many places, religion was even outlawed.  If religion were the 

problem, if religion was the cause of human violence, then we would expect 
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these nations to be much better-behaved towards their citizens and other 

countries.  However, the actual record of those regimes with regard to 

oppression, human rights, violence, and even genocide is abysmal.  These 

atheistic governments were responsible for tens of millions of deaths and 

countless unwarranted imprisonments. 

 So something else seems to be at work here. I believe it is the human 

propensity toward sin that the Bible so accurately describes.  Sinful people 

can easily use and co-opt even good things like religion and turn them 

toward evil ends.  I can’t speak for other religions, but when Christians use 

faith in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, to justify violence against those 

of other religions, we have left the faith to which God has called us.  We are 

acting counter to the teachings of Jesus.  Instead, we have begun to use 

the Christian religion as a means to our own ends.  Jesus and the Old 

Testament prophets were bold in their critique of religion when it failed to 

result in justice and peace for all people.  We should be too. 

2.  What are your views on Reincarnation? 

 The belief in Reincarnation is found in Hinduism and some forms of 

Buddhism.  Its premise is that life for each of us goes on and on without 

end.  Each time you die, you are reincarnated in another life, perhaps as an 

animal, or as a different human being, based on how well you lived your 

previous life.  That’s karma- your good and bad deeds are weighed and 

they determine what your next life will be. 
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 Although some have tried to meld reincarnation and Christianity, I 

find the doctrine of reincarnation to be antithetical to Christian teaching.  

First, Christians believe that earthly life comes to an end at death.  As the 

Scripture says, “It is appointed to human beings once to die, and after that, 

the judgment.”  (Heb. 9:27)  There is no unending cycle of lives.  Second, 

our destination after this life is not determined by our good or evil works.  

We can never be good enough to earn our way to heaven.  We are 

completely dependent on God’s grace to save us from our sins.  There is 

no grace in Reincarnation, there is only karma- you get what you deserve 

and nothing more.  Third, we Christians believe that history is not a 

meaningless, unending cycle, but that it is moving forward toward a 

conclusion.  God, the Creator of the earth, has plans and intentions for his 

creation, and Scripture assures us that in God’s time, those plans will come 

to fruition.  At that time, all heaven and earth will be under God’s dominion; 

pain and sadness and crying will end!  That’s the source of Christian hope, 

and, sadly, that hope does not exist with Reincarnation. 

3.  What is the correct Christian thought about living together without 

being married?  Many people, including professing Christians, are 

living this way.  Is it wrong? 

Great question.  Well over half of the couples I’ve married in the last ten 

years have been living together, and the number and percentage of 



 4
couples living together unmarried continues to grow in our country.  But is 

this a good thing?  Is God OK with it? 

 From the earliest pages of the Bible, we learn that God’s plan for sex 

is that it should take place within the context of marriage.  After the man 

and woman had been created, God said, “Therefore a man leaves his 

father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.  

And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.” (Gen. 

2:24-25)  The Old Testament law books understood this pattern and 

forbade any sex outside of marriage. 

Jesus quotes these same verses from Genesis in his response to a 

question about divorce, clearly approving of the pattern set down in them.  

And the Apostle Paul also condemns sex outside of marriage in very strong 

terms. 

 So, from beginning to end, the Scripture teaches that sex belongs in 

marriage.  In that context, it is celebrated in the Bible as a good and 

wonderful gift of God.  Now I know that some people believe that they need 

to live together with someone as a way to get to know that person better 

and to see if they can really get along before making a marriage 

commitment.  They believe it increases their odds of having a successful 

marriage.  Unfortunately, the data suggests just the opposite.  Most studies 

suggest that those who live together prior to marriage actually have a 

significantly higher rate of divorce than those who do not!   



 5
 And what happens when living together doesn’t work out?  In 

addition to the emotional pain of a break-up, there are serious issues 

involving property and money (just watch Judge Judy!).  You just don’t 

have the legal protections that marriage affords.  You see, marriage is 

much more than just a piece of paper.  It is a public, sacred covenant, 

committing yourself to that other person for the rest of your life- “for better 

or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health.”  It is in that context 

that the vulnerabilities inherent in sexual expression are designed to work.  

I don’t think living together without being married is God’s will for us.  And I 

don’t think it’s a smart thing to do. 

 Now, what other questions do you have? 


