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“3 Signs that You Don’t Respect God”  Malachi (selected verses)  8/11/13 

 Some of you will remember the comedian, Rodney Dangerfield.  He 

was always complaining that he didn’t get no respect.  He said, “I bought a 

cemetery plot the other day and someone walking by said, “There goes the 

neighborhood!”  “I don’t get no respect!”  As we continue our series on the 

Minor Prophets of the Bible, we come to Malachi, the last book in the Old 

Testament!  In this book, God complains that he wasn’t getting any respect 

either! 

Malachi was written later than the other prophets we have studied:  

After God delivered his people Israel from the Assyrians, as Habakkuk 

promised.  After God rescued them from their 70-year exile in Babylon, as 

Jeremiah promised.  In Malachi’s time they were back in Israel, their temple 

had been rebuilt (with help from the Persians); they were no longer being 

oppressed by foreign powers and they were at peace.  By most standards, 

it was a good time in Israel.  But not by God’s standards!  Listen to what 

God says in chapter one, verse 6.  

6A son honors his father, and servants their master. If then I am a father, 

where is the honor due me? And if I am a master, where is the respect due 

me? says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. You 

say, “How have we despised your name?”  (Mal. 1:6) 

Like Rodney Dangerfield, God says he doesn’t get no respect!  Even his 

people had lost respect for God.  The rest of the book outlines the ways in 
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which that was true, and we’re going to look at three of them.  And I think 

they apply to us today- 3 signs that maybe you’ve lost respect for God. 

 The first sign comes in an answer to the priests’ question about how 

they have despised God’s name. 

By offering polluted food on my altar. And you say, “How have we polluted 

it?” By thinking that the Lord’s table may be despised. 8When you offer 

blind animals in sacrifice, is that not wrong? And when you offer those that 

are lame or sick, is that not wrong? Try presenting that to your governor; 

will he be pleased with you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. 

13You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this 

you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the 

LORD. (Mal. 1:7-8, 13b) 

 One of the most important jobs of the priests in that day was to 

present the offerings of the people to God.  In Old Testament books like 

Leviticus God had given them detailed instructions about offering these 

animal sacrifices.  One of the primary rules was that the sacrifices were to 

be the very best of the animals the person had.  The animals could not 

have any imperfections, which showed respect and honor for God.  

Apparently, the priests were presenting any old kind of animal to be 

sacrificed, communicating that God wasn’t worth much.  We don’t sacrifice 

animals during worship anymore- although that might boost attendance- at 
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least from animal rights groups!  But don’t we convey the same kind of 

attitude toward God in other ways? 

 I’m reminded of a story from the Butterball Turkey Company a few 

years ago.  They received a call on their turkey hotline from a woman who 

wanted to know about cooking a turkey that had been on the bottom of her 

freezer for 23 years!  The Butterball rep told her that the turkey probably 

would be safe to eat if the freezer had been kept cold that entire time, but 

that the flavor would have deteriorated so much after all that time that she 

would not recommend eating it.  The caller replied, “That’s OK.  We’ll just 

give it to the church!” 

 Hmmm.  And there are probably other ways we give less than our 

best to God.  In the lessons we prepare for teaching a Sunday School 

class.  In the work we do on our committees.  In our attendance at choir 

practice or bell practice as we prepare for worship.  In the mental and 

emotional state with which we approach worship.  Are there ways you give 

God less than he deserves?   

Malachi has one more thing to say about respect for God and giving.  

8Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, “How are we 

robbing you?” In your tithes and offerings! 9You are cursed with a curse, for 

you are robbing me—the whole nation of you! 10Bring the full tithe into the 

storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the 
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test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven 

for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing. (Mal. 3:8-10) 

 God says their lack of generosity is robbing God of what is rightfully 

his.  The idea here is that 10% of their income belongs to God as the tithe 

and if they hold it back from God, they are stealing that amount from God.  

Now this isn’t a “stewardship” sermon, but this passage certainly has 

implications for stewardship, doesn’t it?  As we approach a capital 

campaign this Fall, taking a look at what percentage of your income you 

are giving to the Lord would be a good start!  By offering God second-rate 

stuff and withholding their giving from God, God’s people were showing him 

disrespect.  What’s next? 

13“What a weariness this is,” you say, and you sniff at me, says the LORD of 

hosts. (Mal. 1:13a)  The priests, who are leading the worship of the Creator 

of the universe, are bored and tired of the work they do for God!  They are 

bored with worship.  And I think it’s a pretty safe bet that those whom they 

were leading in worship were bored, too!  God regards that as evidence of 

a lack of respect for him. 

 How are you doing with worship?  Does it excite you?  Or, does it 

bore you?  What would we do to change that?  Well, often our attitude in 

worship is a continuation of our experience or lack of experience with God 

during the week.  How lively are your times with God outside of formal 

worship?  Are you reading the Scriptures?  Are you talking with God in 
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prayer?  Are you preparing yourself for worship on Sundays?  Do you ever 

pray before worship that you would have a genuine encounter with God?  

Do you pray for your worship leaders?   

 This passage also challenges those of us who lead worship, doesn’t 

it?  Maybe we need to review our own practices of preparing for worship 

and our own level of excitement about it.  According to Malachi, boredom 

with worship is another sign that we lack respect for God. 

 The third sign that we lack respect for God is found in chapter 3.   

13You have spoken harsh words against me, says the LORD. Yet you say, 

“How have we spoken against you?” 14You have said, “It is vain to serve 

God. What do we profit by keeping his command or by going about as 

mourners before the LORD of hosts? 15Now we count the arrogant happy; 

evildoers not only prosper, but when they put God to the test they escape.” 

(Mal. 3:13-15)  

People were taking a self-centered approach to their relationship with God.  

“What do we profit by keeping his command…?” they ask.  “What do we 

get out of it?”  I don’t think it’s too hard to apply this one to our day and 

time. 

 We live in a consumer-driven society.  Many of our decisions are 

based on getting the most benefits at the lowest possible cost.  That’s 

probably fine for purchasing a car or health club membership.  But when it 
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spills over into our relationship with God, we’re in trouble.  And it does spill 

over. 

 People often talk about going to a particular church because of what 

they get out of it!  How the worship makes them feel.  How good the music 

is.  How it helps their children.  What they get out of it.  I believe that is the 

wrong criteria for figuring out the church that is the best fit for you. 

 Many years ago the great philosopher and theologian Soren 

Kierkegaard pictured worship as a drama.  He said that many people 

believe that the clergy and other worship leaders are the actors in this 

drama, while the congregation is the audience.  If the worship leaders do a 

good job, the audience is pleased and good worship has occurred.  But 

Kierkegaard believed that this was the wrong way to look at worship. 

 Instead, he believed that the worship leaders have the role of 

directors or prompters, directing the congregation in their worship.  The 

congregation, along with the worship leaders, are all actors in the great 

drama of worship.  But who is the audience?  The audience is God!  

Worship is good when God is honored by all that is said and done and felt 

and thought during our time of worship.  All of us are offering our best, our 

very selves- to the Lord when we worship.  We shouldn’t leave worship 

asking how the preacher or musicians did.  Rather we should ask, “How did 

we do?”  Is God pleased with your worship? 
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 That image of worship helps to pull us out of the consumer mentality 

that many of us fall so easily into.  We love and serve God, not because of 

what we get out of it, but because the God who created and loves us is 

deserving of our love and service.  Now we do benefit from a relationship 

with God, but that is not our reason for having one!  When what we can get 

out of it becomes our reason for worshiping or following the Lord, we have 

lost sight of what is most important.  It’s a sign that we’ve lost respect for 

God. 

 Fortunately for us, Malachi doesn’t end there.  He also has some 

hope for the people of Israel and for us! 

 Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my 

statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, 

says the LORD of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?” 16Then those 

who revered the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD took note and 

listened, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who 

revered the LORD and thought on his name. 17They shall be mine, says the 

LORD of hosts, my special possession on the day when I act, and I will 

spare them as parents spare their children who serve them. 18Then once 

more you shall see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, 

between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. (Mal. 3:7, 

16-18) 
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 Malachi points out that God’s people, Israel, had a long history of 

disrespecting God.  In spite of that, if they will simply return to God, God 

will return to them.  “They shall be mine,” God says.  That was truly Good 

News for Israel!  And it’s Good News for us!  Are there ways in which you 

need to return to God?  In your giving patterns?  In your attitude toward 

worship?  In seeking after God for your own benefit?  How might you begin 

turning to God in these areas?  How could you begin this week?  Do it, 

knowing that God is anxiously awaiting your return. 

 


