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“Your Questions!” Psalm 139; Gen. 1:26-27; Matt. 10:29-31 

 Here at GPC we encourage your questions, because we believe 

asking and finding answers to questions is an important part of spiritual 

growth.  I’m going to start with a couple questions we received from you 

last Sunday. 

1.  Why me?  Not, oh poor me, why?  But, why do you choose to love 

me, call me, and continually show me your unmeasurable love, mercy, 

and grace?  Why does God love me? 

 The first thing to say is that it is God’s nature to love!  The writer of I 

John tells us that “God is love.”  That’s the primary reason God loves each 

one of us and you in particular- it’s his nature.  But there is a second 

reason. 

 Listen to these words from Genesis 1:26-28.   26Then God said, “Let 

us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 

over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27So God created humankind in 

his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth.”   
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 God also loves you because as a human being, you are made in the 

very image of God, which gives you tremendous value.  In fact, in the 

creation story and in the Psalms, human beings like you are seen as the 

pinnacle of creation!  Now, the scripture is also very clear that we human 

beings also have deep flaws ever since sin came into the world and 

infected each of our hearts.  That does distort the image of God in us, but 

that doesn’t undo our original worth and value.  And the good news is that 

in love, God sent his own Son in order to redeem us, to begin the process 

of freeing us from sin and restoring the image of God in us.  God loves you 

because it is God’s nature to love and because you are a being made in 

the very image of God. 

 The second question is somewhat related to the first one.  

2.  Does God really know me? 

 I love this question, and I’m happy to answer “yes!” God does know 

you very well!  Listen to these words from Psalm 139.  

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 

from far away. 

3You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all 

my ways. 

4Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 

5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
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6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain 

it. 

The point here is that God knows everything there is to know about you!  

Your movements, your words, even your thoughts!  But there’s more.   

7Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 

8If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are 

there. 

9If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

10even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me 

fast. 

11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me 

become night,” 

12even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for 

darkness is as light to you. 

 According to these verses, God can see you wherever you are!  In 

darkness and light, in heaven and in hell, and on the far reaches of the sea.  

God knows where you are wherever that may be.  Here’s one more thought 

from Psalm 139 about how well God knows you.  
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13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb. 

14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 

works; that I know very well. 

15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all 

the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.   

 One of the reasons God knows you so well is that God created you to 

be the person you are, crafting you carefully before you were born into the 

world.  You are “fearfully and wonderfully made.”  God knows you 

intimately, and as we said earlier, God loves you!  

OK.  The third question is a real change of pace!  

3.  How do you feel personally about same-sex marriage? 

 Next question! I’m actually not going to answer this question this 

morning, because I’ve decided I need a whole sermon to deal with it, which 

I’ve scheduled for Sept.  But, assuming that this question comes out of the 

recent actions of our General Assembly, I will say a few words about what 

the General Assembly actually did and didn’t do. 
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 The PCUSA has been arguing over the issue of homosexuality for 

over 30 years!  In recent years it has become clear that we are very divided 

on this matter- about a 50-50 split, although trending away from the 

traditional view on this matter.  The recent General Assembly, partly in 

recognition of this division, decided that it would be best to let local 

churches and local ministers decide what do to, rather than having one 

standard imposed “from above” as we used to have.  The General 

Assembly action allows pastors and local churches to perform gay and 

lesbian weddings where they are legal.  It does not require them to do so or 

even encourage them to do so.  It just leaves the matter up to local 

churches and pastors.  This accords well with the requirement in our Book 

of Order that the Session must approve any wedding that is performed in a 

local church. 

 The General Assembly also proposed a change in the Book of Order 

regarding the definition of marriage to make it consistent with allowing gay 

and lesbian weddings.  Formerly, our constitution defined marriage as a 

covenant between a man and a woman.  The new language says that 

marriage is “a covenant between two people, traditionally a man and a 

woman.”  This change will need to be ratified by a majority of our 

Presbyteries or it won’t take effect. 
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 The net effect on GPC is that we are now permitted to perform gay 

and lesbian weddings here if we want to.  I’m sure our Session will be 

talking about this over the next few months!  And I’ll speak further about 

this in Sept. 

 Now we’ll take other questions from you! 


