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Old Stories for a New Day:  Cool in the Furnace Daniel 3 8/2/15 

 Last week I preached a sermon in Mexico.  The setting was a little 

different from this morning.  Let me explain.  The service was held outdoors 

in the early evening while it was still very hot.  Nearby loudspeakers 

competed for our attention as they loudly broadcasted music and 

advertising.  We were told that they were promoting the specials at a 

couple local cantinas.  And I shouldn’t forget the barking dogs and crowing 

roosters, I guess.  The good news was that the background noise stopped 

when the power went off in the village.  The bad news was that we lost our 

own lights and sound system when the power went off, and the church’s 

praise band couldn’t lead the singing without power.  Someone had to loan 

me a flashlight so I could see my sermon notes.  In the words of one of our 

participants, “It was a train wreck.”   

I preached mostly in English, which was then translated into Spanish.  

Unfortunately, many people in the congregation do not speak Spanish.  

They only speak Maya.  So we had a second translator to translate the 

Spanish into Maya.  I found it very difficult to preach that way since I had to 

stop and wait for two translations every few sentences.  And I have no idea 

what the people actually heard from my sermon by the time it was 

translated into Maya.  So… it’s good to be back home preaching in one 
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language with a working sound system in comfortable temperatures here 

this morning!   

We are continuing our summer sermon series that is based on 

favorite childhood Bible stories which you recommended to us.  This 

morning:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the fiery furnace. 

 Here’s the background you need to know to understand the story.  

God’s people, Israel, had been defeated by the Babylonians around 586 

B.C.  The Babylonians carried most of the Jews back to Babylon where 

they served the Babylonia empire and lived as exiles.  One of these exiles 

was Daniel, of lion’s den fame, who rose to power there.  He recommended 

three of his young countrymen (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) to 

King Nebuchadnezzar, and they were also appointed to high government 

posts.  Here’s what happened next: 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits 

and whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the 

province of Babylon. 2Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the 

prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 

the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to assemble and come 

to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So 

the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, 



 
  3 
 

the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, 

assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had 

set up. When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar 

had set up, 4the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O 

peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to 

fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set 

up. 6Whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be thrown 

into a furnace of blazing fire.” 7Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard 

the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical 

ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped 

the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. (Dan. 3:1-7) 

 The story is written in an almost comical way, depicting 

Nebuchadnezzar as a vain, buffoonish tyrant.  Here, he erects a huge, 

gold-plated 90 foot-tall statue, probably an obelisk.  Other ancient statues 

like this one have been found in that area.  The statue had some kind of 

religious meaning.  Perhaps it was covered with engraved pictures or 

descriptions of Babylonians gods.  It also had a political dimension, 

functioning as a kind of loyalty oath for Nebuchadnezzar’s ethnically-

diverse minions.  It even had its own theme song!  Everything seemed to 

be going fine until…  
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8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced 

the Jews. 9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You, 

O king, have made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall 

down and worship the golden statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and 

worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12There are certain 

Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O King. 

They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue 

that you have set up.” 13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded 

that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought in; so they brought 

those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and 

you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are 

ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, 

and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have 

made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 

thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you 

out of my hands?” (Dan. 3:8-15) 

 Surprise, surprise.  Native Babylonians (called the Chaldeans here) 

are jealous that these foreign Jews have been granted positions of 
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authority, so they decide to get even.  They rat out Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego.  They accuse them of ignoring the king’s express 

command, and of not worshiping their Babylonian gods and the golden 

statue.  Nebuchadnezzar, who would have probably benefited from anger 

management classes as we’ll see later, goes into a rage and summons the 

three men.  They are in grave peril.  They are aliens in a powerful nation.  

They have no rights or legal protections.  And they have basically been 

accused of treason, and given a choice to either obey the king or forfeit 

their lives.  And he almost seems to mock their faith when he states that no 

one’s god can deliver them from his power.  What will they do? 

16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this 

matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 

blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not, be 

it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not 

worship the golden statue that you have set up.” (Daniel 3:16-18) 

 These are brave men!  They demonstrate tremendous faith in God, 

affirming their belief that God can indeed deliver them from the fiery 

furnace, but acknowledging that he may not choose to do so.  Either way, 

they say, they won’t serve any gods but the Lord!  They are committed to 
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doing what is right no matter the cost.  They realize that following the Lord 

is always counter-cultural and may be costly at some point. 

 This might be a good time to pause in the story and think about the 

kinds of idols that tempt us, for idols are not only ancient representations of 

strange deities; idols are anything that we give our allegiance to or put our 

faith in to meet our basic needs.   

Some of us trust in money to provide us with a sense of security.  But 

we all know that we can lose our money (Remember the recent recession?) 

and that money can’t really provide us with security against the 

uncertainties of human life.  Some of us believe in the mantra of 

consumerism that having more and more stuff will somehow make us 

happy.  So we devote huge amounts of energy to acquiring more and more 

things, rather than focusing on the biblical mandate to learn contentment 

with what we have.  Some of us trust in alcohol or other drugs to deaden 

our pain or to help us escape from our situations, knowing down deep that 

when the high wears off, we’re right back where we were.  Others of us 

seek after recognition and status, hoping that it will validate our worth and 

value, but knowing deep down that there is always someone who has 

achieved more than us and that we can lose our status in a heartbeat.  And 

some of us even make idols of our families, or our nation, believing they 
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can meet our deepest needs.  They can’t, and sometimes they fail us in 

very painful ways.   

You get the point.  Idols are not just about huge obelisks in the desert 

of Babylon; we have lots of contemporary idols that tempt us.  I hope, like 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you’ll refuse to give them your 

allegiance, your treasure, and your time.  Instead, I hope that you will learn 

to trust in God to meet your deepest needs.  That takes faith.  And it takes 

practice to go against the cultural tide.  The story continues.   

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the 

furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, 20and ordered 

some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men 

were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their 

other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 

22Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so 

overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 23But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 24Then King 

Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 

counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They 
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answered the king, “True, O king.” 25He replied, “But I see four men 

unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the 

fourth has the appearance of a god.” 26Nebuchadnezzar then approached 

the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the 

satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered 

together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of 

those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not 

harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. (Dan. 3:19-27) 

 God decides to spare Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego!  It may 

have even been God or perhaps his representative angel who was walking 

around the furnace with them, protecting them.  The king calls them to 

come out, and they do so, completely untouched by the hotter-than-hell 

furnace.  What a witness to the power of the God of Israel.   

28Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted 

in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies 

rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore I 

make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy 

against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb 
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from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is 

able to deliver in this way.” 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego in the province of Babylon. (Dan. 3:28-30) 

 This pagan Gentile king, Nebuchadnezzar, is forced to acknowledge 

the power of the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  But he 

quickly goes back into king mode, and doing what all governments do, he 

issues another law, this time affirming that the worship of the God of Israel 

is to be protected throughout all Babylon.  He also recognizes the strong 

character of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who disobeyed his order, 

because they answered to a higher authority.  He even gives the three men 

a promotion! 

 The story reminds us that resistance to the gods of our culture is not 

futile, and that God can protect us and will use our strong character as a 

witness to his love and power in ways we can’t even imagine.  As we 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper we remember another time when God’s power 

prevailed against all the forces of evil that a society and government could 

throw against one man, Jesus, which God then used to accomplish the 

salvation of the whole world. 


