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“Crossing the Red Sea” Ex. 14 7/29/12 

 When we arrived in Molas, Mexico two weeks ago, it was clear that 

we were facing some significant challenges.  As we met with the small, 

struggling Baptist congregation there for the first time, I noticed that 

everything in their worship service was spoken in two languages- Spanish 

and Maya!  That meant that our carefully-practiced, but meager Spanish 

wouldn’t be at all effective with some folks, since they only spoke Maya!  

So when we did our eyeglasses ministry, we sometimes had to find 

someone to translate from Maya to Spanish and then someone else to 

translate from Spanish to English!  A challenge!  Then we went to the work 

site.  We saw an enormous pile of dirt and rock.  All of it needed to be 

moved, one bucket at a time, to raise the level of the floors in the kitchen 

and bathrooms that we were building for the church.  In addition, we faced 

the usual heat (without any air conditioning), large bugs (like tarantulas and 

scorpions), sleeping in hammocks, and unsanitary conditions.  Yes, we 

faced some challenges! 

 Some of you are facing significant challenges, too.  Illness, moving, 

problems at work, grieving, adjusting to retirement, financial problems, 

marital problems, or difficulties with children.  We all face challenges at one 

time or another.  In this morning’s Scripture lesson, the Israelites faced a 

significant challenge, too.  Let’s see what we can learn from how they dealt 
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with their challenge.  The story (found in Exodus 14) takes place after their 

miraculous deliverance from slavery in Egypt, following the ten plagues.  

5When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of 

Pharaoh and his officials were changed toward the people, and they said, 

“What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?” 6So he had his 

chariot made ready, and took his army with him; 7he took six hundred 

picked chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of 

them. 8The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt and he 

pursued the Israelites, who were going out boldly. 9The Egyptians pursued 

them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, his chariot drivers and his army; 

they overtook them camped by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-

zephon. (Ex. 14:5-9) 

 Now I’m guessing that the Hebrews had assumed that their hardest 

challenges were behind them their escape from Egypt.  But now, the most 

powerful army in the world is pursuing them, and they have no army of their 

own to defend themselves.  To make matters worse, they can’t even move 

forward to escape the Egyptians because there is water in front of them.  

Listen to how they react in the next verses.  

10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 

Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the 

LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 

Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 
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you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we 

told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.” 13But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, 

and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the 

Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. 14The LORD will 

fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” (Ex. 15:10-14) 

 The Israelites don’t exactly distinguish themselves in the face of this 

challenge, do they?  They are beside themselves with fear.  And their fear 

causes them to do two things.  First, they cry out to God.  That’s a good 

thing.  Then they complain and blame Moses!  Not such a good thing.  

Sarcastically, they ask Moses if he brought them out to the wilderness to 

die, because there weren’t enough graves in Egypt!  Some of them actually 

wish they were back in slavery in Egypt, blaming Moses for leading them to 

freedom!  It seems almost comical, but they were facing a real, lethal 

threat. 

 How do you respond when confronted with an unexpected challenge 

or threat?  Do you react with fear?  How do you manage that fear?  Is your 

first instinct to complain and blame others?  How is that working for you?  

Generally, complaining and blaming others in the face of a crisis is 

unproductive.  We need other strategies for coping with our anxiety.  And 
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one of the roles of leadership is to help groups manage their anxiety.  

Moses does a masterful job of doing that here! 

 First, he tells them that there is no need to fear.  God, the one who 

delivered them from Pharaoh’s oppression, still has their back.  Then, he 

tells them to stand firm.  They shouldn’t run around like chickens with their 

heads cut off.  “Stand firm!” he says.  “Stay where you are.”  But how can 

they find the courage to do that?  Moses reminds them that God is fighting 

on their behalf!  God will deliver them from Pharaoh once again.  Here’s 

what happened next.  

15Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 

Israelites to go forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your 

hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on 

dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will 

go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his 

army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his 

chariots, and his chariot drivers.”  

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 

back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and 

the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The 

Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 
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horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the LORD in 

the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw 

the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 

turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for 

the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 26Then the LORD said to 

Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned 

to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the 

Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and 

the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into 

the sea; not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry 

ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 

and on their left. (Ex. 14:15-18, 21-29) 

 God came through for his people, didn’t he?  He used Moses, along 

with the forces of nature, to bring this about.  I saw a TV program on the 

Discovery Channel a few weeks ago about how natural forces could have 

caused the sea to roll back as described here.  I have no doubt that God 

used natural forces to make this happen- notice the reference in verse 21 

to the strong east wind.  And Moses played a vital role- raising his arm and 

instructing the people.  And the people played an important role, too.  I 

imagine it took a great deal of faith to walk on that dry land through the 
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water!  So God’s direct action, the forces of nature, Moses’ leadership and 

the peoples’ faith all played a role in their deliverance from the Egyptian 

army.  Here’s the conclusion of the story.  

30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw 

the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the 

LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and 

believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. (Ex. 14:30,31) 

 God not only delivered his people from imminent danger, but he used 

the incident to strengthen their faith and also to strengthen their faith in the 

leader God had chosen to lead them.  This would prove very important in 

the coming years on the way to Canaan. 

 In Mexico, we found that as we trusted God, God enabled us to 

overcome the challenges we faced and to accomplish the work God had 

called us to do there in Molas.  And we left that place with renewed faith in 

God to work in and through us.  You’ll hear more about that in just a 

moment.  But as you face whatever challenges confront you, I hope you will 

also learn to rely on God in the midst of them.  God has your back, too! 

 During WWII, Gladys Aylward, a missionary in China, was forced to 

flee when the Japanese invaded Yangcheng.  She took more than 100 

orphans with her as she made her way toward Free China.  But she was 

overcome by tremendous despair during the journey, and one morning 

awoke with no hope that she and the children would ever reach safety.  A 
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13 year-old girl in the group noticed her sadness and reminded her of this 

story of Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea.  “But I am not 

Moses,” Gladys cried.  “Of course you aren’t,” said the girl.  “But the Lord is 

still God.” 


