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Matthew 28: 16-20 
“As You Go…” 
July 17, 2016 
Rev. Lou Nyiri 
 
Sometimes a sermon concept & world events come together in such a way that you’ve got to 
go with it… 
For instance, this morning’s sermon title & Scripture were picked about a week-and-a-half ago.  
Our Administrative Assistant, Penny was leaving for the South Dakota Mission Trip and asked if I 
could get her bulletin information so she could make a draft of the bulletin to make it easier on 
those who would be filling in for her while she was away. 
 
I gave her the text Matthew 28: 16-20 & Sermon Title “As You Go…” 
I picked them because I had been reflecting on them for a while, they were also a focus on the 
youth mission trip to Prairie Grove, AR – So, they were fresh in my mind… 
 
And then, something happened, and that something had a name – and its name is 
PokemonGO… 
 
Thursday’s Gettysburg Times featured photos of varied Pokemon (which stands for pocket 
monsters) on the Gettysburg National Military Park. 
I’m told we even had a Charmander in our balcony last Sunday. 
I wonder if there are any among us playing the game?  If you are, I wonder if you’d check to see 
if any Pokemon are on the chancel with me right now – and if there are take a screen shot of it 
then post it to the church’s Facebook or Twitter – and if there aren’t any then I guess I’ve 
missed my 60 seconds of fame as they say… 
 
If you’re not playing the game and have no idea what I’m talking about, then perhaps this clip 
from the opening monologue from Monday’s Late Night with Stephen Colbert will help (I warn 
you there is a bit of “potty humor” in this clip): 
[9:00 a.m. – show Colbert video clip] 
 
[10:30 a.m.] 
If you’re not playing the game & have no idea what I’m talking about, then perhaps this brief 
primer will help: 
PokemonGO is an app you can download onto your smart phone and is called “augmented 
reality” – which prompted Stephen Colbert to say, “…because right now anything is better than 
actual reality…” 
It works through GPS and your phone’s camera whereby the player walks around and in the 
real world will see little Pokemon.  In order for the game to work, the player must walk around.  
An activity which, Colbert highlighted, “has caused some players to complain about fatigue and 
sore legs.”  Colbert assured players that this was normal and the result of a condition known as 
“walking” – and completely curable. 
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[9:00 a.m. – pick up here] 
Just a few days after its launch PokemonGO boosted parent company Nintendo’s market value 
by $9 Billion dollars…1 
While it is a free download it contains what are called in game “micro-transactions” (i.e. in-app 
purchases whereby the player can pay to get items more quickly than going out and finding 
them). 
Within its first week it ranked as the most-downloaded and top-grossing smartphone app. 
Yet, it is more than a game one plays, it is a community building phenomena.   
PokemonGo is bringing people together as they search for Pokemon – a gamer in New York City 
quipped of his trek through the Big Apple about many interactions throughout the day, “I was 
like, ‘You’re playing too?...and then we’d walk around and help each other out.’”2  
~ I saw a similar conversation among two gamers outside of Ping’s Restaurant Tuesday night. ~ 
One online piece I read relayed the story of a man who had been conversing with a woman 
about the game, “I had never felt such a connection with anyone before,” he said, “so I asked 
her out.” 
 
Even churches are capitalizing on the PokemonGO explosion – as many churches are either 
housing Pokemon or PokeStops where players can obtain needed items.3 
In an article posted online, the writers stated, “In fact, every church we drove past this 
weekend was a PokeStop – including the fundamentalist church that probably thinks Pokemon 
is the devil.” 
One person posted on Twitter “how do you get six 20-something guys to sit on the steps of your 
church?  Your church is a gym in #PokemonGO.” 
One article I read this week listed “8 ways Churches Can Capitalize on PokemonGO:” 

1. See if your church is a PokeStop or a gym 
2. Staff the area with a greeter 
3. Place welcome signs on your door 
4. Offer drinks and snacks 
5. Post it on social media 
6. Attract Pokemon to your church 
7. Have drawings for free pokemon gifts 
8. Keep up with the game updates 

I’ll admit they lost me at #1 and #s 6-8 ~ I can find greeters, get food & drink, put up welcome 
signs and even post it on social media – the other stuff though, well, that’s for people probably 
a bit younger than me.  I am even grateful that people are thinking about ways we can live out 
the Apostle Paul’s words to “…be transformed by the renewing of our minds…not being 
conformed to the things of this world…” by taking something that is drawing people out and 
getting them in to the church…. 
 
                                                           
1 Pokémon-Chasing Investors Send Nintendo Shares Soaring - The Wall Street Journal 

https://apple.news/AqubblLtQSIynqXCbcF8uKA  
2 http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/07/12/nyregion/pokemon-players-take-their-hunt-to-the-streets-of-new-
york.html?campaign_id=A100&campaign_type=Email&referer=  
3 http://thewardrobedoor.com/2016/07/churches-pokemon-go.html  

https://apple.news/AqubblLtQSIynqXCbcF8uKA
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/07/12/nyregion/pokemon-players-take-their-hunt-to-the-streets-of-new-york.html?campaign_id=A100&campaign_type=Email&referer
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/07/12/nyregion/pokemon-players-take-their-hunt-to-the-streets-of-new-york.html?campaign_id=A100&campaign_type=Email&referer
http://thewardrobedoor.com/2016/07/churches-pokemon-go.html
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However, to me, there is one slight flaw (if that’s the appropriate word) to those eight ideas as 
they relate to the Christian Call – this PokemonGO list still seems (in my mind) to put the onus 
on the people outside to make the choice to come inside – it places the burden on them to find 
us – it misses the mark when it comes to the great commission… 
 
Jesus didn’t say wait for them to come to you so that you might “catchem all” (to quote 
Pokemon’s slogan). 
Instead, Jesus said, DisciplesGO – and as they go they declare the good news of the gospel in 
order that ALL might have a chance to be caught by God’s grace, love, mercy and come along 
for the journey. 
That’s what I’ve recently learned The Great Commission is all about – how we live in the world 
and how our lives become declarations to the world about what we believe in and who we 
believe in… 
 
For a long time, I read this Matthew 28 passage and thought it was about the teaching, 
baptizing – the going… 
Recently, I read articles and sections within many books that have pointed out to me something 
I probably heard before however it didn’t take root right then…but now it is changing the way I 
view my place and call in the world… 
The Great Commission is not, as I’m beginning to understand, primarily about evangelism 
(while evangelism is certainly a part of it, it is not the main point) – it is about something bigger! 
 
The great commission itself suggests something different than merely the evangelistic aspect of 
Jesus parting words to his disciples…then & now! 
The main verb in the Greek is not go (go is the modifying participle) – the main verb is disciple 
(disciple is the imperative). 
Literally, the text reads, “as you go, disciple, by teaching and baptizing.” 
This points us toward a way of being in the world that recognizes salvation’s truth involves 
more than conversion.   

~It involves becoming a disciple of Christ.~ 
The process of discipleship is best described in the older phrase “Christian Nurture.” 
The church’s goal is not merely to bring more people through the doors of our churches. 
Rather, it is what Christ declares in Matthew 28:  “…teaching them to observe (RSV) [obey 
(NRSV)] everything I have commanded you.” 
 
We gather to be nurtured in faith by the One who reminds us that salvation is more than a 
momentary occurrence – it is also a continuous arduous process – it is one that demands our 
life & our all – 4 
 

                                                           
4 Hart, D.G. and Muether, John R., With Reverence and Awe:  Returning to the Basics of Reformed Worship, P&R 
Publishing, Phillipsburg, NJ, 2002, pp. 43-48. 
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…the measure of discipleship has less to do with the amount of embodied 
pulses that show up for church events and more to do with how those people 
embody the pulse of Christ in the world around them… 

 
We gather to grow in faith – in order to go from this place and sow faith though our words and 
actions – by the way we live in the world around us – by as I’m prone to say (drawing out of 
Eugene Peterson’s translation of John 1:14) going forth from this place to be the hands and feet 
of God at work in this world. 
 
We need this type of living witness more than ever today. 
We live in a bad news world – yet we have very good news to share – about one who stood in 
the face of evil and overcame it – about an individual who stood up to the powers of 
destruction and said (by word and action) it will not win! 
 
The sound bites of our society are groaning under the strain of load we hear and bear each 
day… 
As I read this past week, over my simple cup of coffee, secure on my back porch and fenced off 
from the world around me, I found myself resonating with words that are echoed on both sides 
of the Black & Blue Lives Matter conversation: 
“We are tired of being tired…” 
“Nobody [goes out there] thinking, ‘I’m the one who could get killed today.’  But everyone 
knows that’s the risk…”5 
As I read the articles (and others) to seek to understand what is happening on both sides of the 
conversation – I found myself reflecting on God’s promise to Noah via the Rainbow – when God 
declared that never again would the creation be wiped out by God – and I thought, ‘You know, I 
think God will make good on that promise…’  it’s the next thought that took me by surprise 
because it was ‘and it’s not because I can trust God to make good on the promise because I 
believe God will do what God says…it’s because God doesn’t have to do a thing to wipe out the 
creation because we’re doing a pretty good job of that ourselves.’ 
 
One Facebook meme this week keeps coming back to me…it’s a picture of a voice from heaven 
shouting, “Enough…already!  Stop it!” 
 
I heard a report on NPR this week out of Los Angeles – there was a town hall meeting for both 
the community and police to come together and simply talk about their experiences living in 
the community where they all reside.  Afterward the comment was made (and I paraphrase 
here), “We’ve learned that as we move forward what will take precedence is empathy.  
Empathy for each other is what we need.”  
 
We, as the church, have a word of hope to speak into this moment. 

                                                           
5 New York Times, Sunday, July 10, 2016, “Officers Confront Dual Role:  Villain and Victim,” by Michael Wilson & 
Michael Schwirtz,, p. 1 & 17, “Strides of black Lives Matter Brought to a Halt,” by Michale Barbaro & Yamiche 
Alcindor, p. 1 & 17. 
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…by how we live our lives. 
…by how we respond to those around us. 
…by declaring “Enough” – “It is time to stop hurting, killing, vilifying, crucifying each other” 
…It is time to start treating each other like the people we are…children of God. 
 
I read a great quote this week from Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber who declared last Sunday in her 
sermon, “Evil may have the headline but it does not have the victory.” 
 
We need an ability to understand and share the feelings of another if hope is to survive – if love 
is to win – if life is to be full. 
 
These words are not originally my words for those words originate with the one from whom we 
declare to take our cues – Jesus the Christ: 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
Mt. 11:28 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” Jn. 10:10 
“Do to others as you would have them do to you.”  Lk. 6:30 
 
If we are to have hope for justice and healing, then we need to see (or at least make the 
attempt to see) the view from the other side of the aisle… 
We need to name the deep pain and grief experienced by the families of all persons in the black 
community…police community – the officers and the families…in both of these communities 
who live daily with this and who bear the burden. 
We must name the fear and hurt and ask God to heal it…We must ask God to help us, heal it! 
 
This healing can come in the form of deep prayer…of building relationships with people who are 
different from you…offering financial support…confessing and repenting of the part we play in 
perpetuating the sin of racism and prejudice (whether it be in our overt bigotry or our reticence 
to speak out)…healing can come in the form of hands on work to bring the Kingdom of God into 
our midst – after all, God’s decision was to draw near to us, to become human in Jesus – to 
close the distance that we might know the Good News of great love for the creation… 
 
As Christ followers, we cannot be silent – we cannot move away from the pain and chaos that is 
happening in other places – living as if it doesn’t affect us – we must move nearer to one 
another and to the One who can unite us – polarization pushes away…discipleship draws us 
closer to Jesus the Christ – the One who unites. 
 
As Christ followers, we are called to augment reality in such a way that it draws away from the 
destruction we so easily invoke upon ourselves and focuses us back on the one who declared 
some 2,000 years ago and who continues to declare even today – “…as you go Disciple…And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age…” 
 
Let us pray: 
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Holy God of love and light: 
We pray this day for peace. 
We pray for hope. 
We pray for power! 
We pray for courage – the courage to act in ways of love so that all who have sorrow may know 
the love of God through us. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 


