
 1
 “Let My People Go” Ex. 11-12  7/15/12 

 Let’s review the background to this morning’s Scripture story by using 

a good-news/bad news scenario.  The good news is that God promised 

Abraham that he would make a great nation of his descendants.  The bad 

new is that one of those descendants, Joseph, was sold into slavery by his 

brothers and ended up in Egypt.  The good news is that in spite of his lowly 

start, Joseph ended up in a position of power in Egypt.  The bad news is 

that the rest of Joseph’s family was starving during a famine in Canaan.  

The good news is that Joseph was able to give them grain and bring them 

to Egypt, settling them on good land there, saving them from death.  The 

bad news is that after Joseph’s generation died off, Pharaoh enslaved the 

Hebrew people.  The good news is that God saved Moses as a baby.  The 

bad news is that as a young man, an angry Moses killed an Egyptian 

overlord and fled for his life.  The good news is that God later spoke to 

Moses and commissioned him to confront Pharaoh, the most powerful man 

in the world, and liberate the Hebrews.  The bad news (from Moses’ point 

of view) is that God spoke to Moses and commissioned him to confront 

Pharaoh, the most powerful man in the world!  The good news is that 

Moses obeyed God and demanded that Pharaoh release God’s people 

from slavery.  The bad news is that Pharaoh had no intention of releasing 

his free labor force.  Why should he?   
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That brings us to this morning’s lesson.  In response to Moses’ 

request to release the Hebrews, Pharaoh greatly increased their workload, 

figuring they must have too much time on their hands if they had time to 

think about escape!  (That’s more bad news, if you’re keeping track!)  This 

harsh response also served as a warning to anyone else who would try to 

liberate the Hebrews.   

It would seem that Moses was stuck.  Pharaoh held all the power.  

What could Moses do?  Nothing!  So God sent a series of plagues on 

Egypt, to convince Pharaoh that God had the power to liberate his people, 

and also to give the Egyptians an opportunity to repent and do the right 

thing.  First, God turned the Nile blood-red, killing aquatic life.  Then the 

land was overrun first with frogs, then gnats, then flies.  A pestilence struck 

the livestock dead; people were infected with boils, large hail fell, 

destroying crops and animals, locusts swarmed the land, and then 

darkness (perhaps a sandstorm) covered the land for 3 days.  

 A lot has been written about these plagues by various scholars.  

Some have noticed that these plagues follow a natural and explainable 

progression of calamities that have actually occurred in Egypt on other 

occasions.  Others have stressed that whatever their cause, the plagues 

were called into being by God and Moses at a particular time.  Still others 

have pointed out that the plagues affected things that the Egyptian gods 

were supposed to control.  So the plagues demonstrated God’s power over 
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all the gods of Egypt.  Remember that the purpose of the plagues wasn’t 

for punishment, but to cause Pharaoh to relent and release God’s people 

from oppression and slavery.  And, several times, Pharaoh promised to do 

just that, but then he reneged on his promises and refused to let the people 

go, so another plague was sent.  Pharaoh’s heart was hardened against 

the Lord and against God’s people. 

 The plagues also contained a message to the people of Israel: that 

God was patiently working on their behalf, and that God had power over 

evil and even over nature.  This was an important message because God 

was about to lead them on a long journey to the promised land of Canaan 

and they needed to trust God during the journey. 

 That brings us to the tenth plague, the final one.  It is found in Exodus 

11.  

The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague upon Pharaoh and 

upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; indeed, when he lets 

you go, he will drive you away. 2Tell the people that every man is to ask his 

neighbor and every woman is to ask her neighbor for objects of silver and 

gold.” 3The LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 

Moreover, Moses himself was a man of great importance in the land of 

Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s officials and in the sight of the people.  

4Moses said (to Pharaoh), “Thus says the LORD: About midnight I will go 

out through Egypt. 5Every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 
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firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the firstborn of the female 

slave who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 

6Then there will be a loud cry throughout the whole land of Egypt, such as 

has never been or will ever be again. 7But not a dog shall growl at any of 

the Israelites—not at people, not at animals—so that you may know that 

the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 8Then all these 

officials of yours shall come down to me, and bow low to me, saying, 

‘Leave us, you and all the people who follow you.’ After that I will leave.” 

And in hot anger he left Pharaoh. 9The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will 

not listen to you, in order that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of 

Egypt.” (Ex. 11:1-9) 

 There are several things we must say about this final plague.  First, it 

was a horrible thing, bringing death primarily to the children of Egypt.  The 

plague appeared to be in retaliation for Pharoah’s command to kill all the 

male Hebrew infants.  Still, it is extremely difficult to square this horrific 

action of God with the God of love most of us have come to know 

elsewhere in the Scriptures.  And yet, here it is.  This awful plague brought 

terrible judgment to Egypt, but it also brought salvation to God’s people.  

Perhaps this was the only way God could secure the release of his people 

and preserve them for the future.  And it was through their preservation that 

Jesus would eventually come and bring God’s salvation to the whole world 

(including to Egyptians), because Jesus was a descendant of these early 
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Hebrews!  Pharaoh was given every warning and every opportunity to 

change his mind and avoid this catastrophe, but he refused.  However, 

when all is said, we have to admit that God’s ways are sometimes just not 

understandable to us.  Here’s what happened next.  

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall 

mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year 

for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this 

month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 

4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 

neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a 

year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall 

keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 

congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of 

the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 

which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it 

roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 11This is how 

you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff 

in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 

12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down 

every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all 

the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood 
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shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 

blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike 

the land of Egypt. (Ex. 12:1-8,11-13) 

 God’s people were instructed to prepare for the coming judgment so 

they would be spared.  Lambs were slaughtered for a special meal in each 

home.  Some of the blood of the lamb was sprinkled on the door posts and 

lintels.  When the angel of death saw the blood of the lamb, he would pass 

over those homes and the people inside would be spared from judgment, 

saved from death.  Which, of course, is why it’s called the “Passover” 

miracle.  There’s more.  

29At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the 

prisoner who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 

30Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians; 

and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without 

someone dead. 31Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and 

said, “Rise up, go away from my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, 

worship the LORD, as you said. 32Take your flocks and your herds, as you 

said, and be gone. And bring a blessing on me too!”  (Ex. 12:29-32) 

 The plague happened as God said it would.  Death came throughout 

Egypt, but new life came to God’s people.  Pharaoh sent them packing with 

all their herds and possessions, including gifts of gold and silver from the 
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Egyptian people.  In the coming weeks we’ll talk about what happened 

next, but the Jewish people look back to this story as the most decisive 

moment in their history.  That night God intervened and freed them from 

slavery in Egypt and sent them on their way to the land of Canaan.  That’s 

why the Passover is still celebrated in Jewish homes all around the world 

today.  It commemorates this crucial event.  It helps them remember God’s 

role in their history. 

 But this story also has a message for Christians.  From earliest times 

Christians have seen the final plague and the deliverance of God’s people 

as an image which foreshadows the coming of Jesus and his work for our 

salvation.  In I Cor. 5, the apostle Paul says, “For our Passover lamb, 

Christ, has been sacrificed.” (I Cor. 5:7)  Paul and other biblical writers say 

that Jesus is like a Passover lamb.  Remember, the Passover lambs in 

Exodus were to be perfect, without blemish.  In a similar way, Jesus was 

perfect, without sin.  It was by the blood of the lamb that the people were 

spared from judgment and delivered from bondage.  In the same way, 

Jesus’ blood spared us from judgment and delivered us from the bondage 

of sin.  In fact, it was during the Passover festival that Jesus was crucified. 

 Remember the good and bad news at the beginning of our story.  

This is the ultimate good news/bad news situation.  The bad news is that 

we are powerless over sin and unable to absolve ourselves from it.  The 

Good News is that our sins have been forgiven, and any judgment due us 
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has been averted by the blood of the Lamb.  We are free from the power 

of sin and death, just like the early Hebrews were freed from their bondage 

to Pharaoh.   

But some people are still living in the bad news!  Are you?  Are you 

feeling guilty and shameful over the wrong you have done or the good you 

have failed to do?  Or, have you responded to the Good News and 

embraced it?  Have you received God’s gracious forgiveness and let go of 

the burden of sin and guilt?  Why not do so this morning?  Simply admit 

your sin to God and ask for his gracious gift of forgiveness.  And then, 

thank God for his good gift of salvation to you! 


