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“The Other Six Days” Amos 2:6-8; 5:21-24 7/21/13 

 As a young person growing up in a Baptist Church, I learned early 

how to participate in “Sword Drills.”  Based on the words from Ephesians 6 

that compare God’s Word to a sword, “Sword Drills” were contests to see 

who could find a given verse in the Bible most quickly.  At the command to 

“Draw Swords,” we would stand at attention, holding our Bibles out.  (Your 

thumbs were required to remain on the outside cover, lest anyone have an 

unfair advantage.)  Then the leader would call out a verse and everyone 

would scramble to try and find it and begin reading it before anyone else 

could do so.  That person was the winner of that round. 

 Although, as many competitions do, these games sometimes got out 

of hand, they did force us to learn the books of the Bible and where they 

were located.  If the leader chose a verse from Genesis or Exodus or 

Psalms, most of us had little trouble finding it.  But if the leader chose one 

of the Minor Prophets- Amos, Micah, Joel, Obadiah, Zechariah, or 

Habbukuk, most of us were in trouble.  And since these books were hard to 

locate, they were inevitably included in the Sword Drills!  Ironically, these 

books were rarely taught in Sunday School or preached about during 

worship, so Sword Drills were the only time we ever opened our Bibles to 

them! 

 This summer, we’re going to take a look at a few of the Minor 

Prophets.  By the way, they’re called “Minor” because of their short length, 
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not because of their inferior content!  Even though they were written 

centuries before Jesus, they have important things to say to us today. 

 We begin with the prophet Amos, who preached around 760BC.  You 

may recall that the kingdom of Israel had split by this time into two 

kingdoms, Israel to the north, and Judah to the South.  Amos was from 

Judah, but directed his words toward the northern kingdom of Israel.  It was 

a time of economic flourishing in the north.  Borders were secure and trade 

was up under King Jeroboam.  But all was not well. 

 If you read the opening chapters of Amos, you’ll notice that Amos 

begins with a series of messages or oracles against the nations which 

surrounded Israel, predicting God’s judgment would come to them because 

of various, serious offenses.  Syria, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab 

all are included.  The Israelites who heard these words would have felt very 

good indeed, perhaps a little smug.  Their enemies were finally going to get 

what was coming to them.  Then Amos issues a warning against Judah, the 

brothers and sisters of Israel, that judgment was coming to them, too.  I 

imagine some of those listening would have begun to get a little nervous.  

This was getting a little too close for comfort. 

 And then Amos drops the hammer.  He warns Israel, that they too, 

will experience God’s judgment.  Why?  Listen: 
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6Thus says the LORD: For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will 

not revoke the punishment; because they sell the righteous for silver, and 

the needy for a pair of sandals— 7they who trample the head of the poor 

into the dust of the earth, and push the afflicted out of the way; father and 

son go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned; 8they lay 

themselves down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge; and in 

the house of their God they drink wine bought with fines they imposed. 

(Amos 2:6-8) 

 These charges against Israel are expanded with other examples 

throughout the book.  They fall into two major categories:  They failed to 

show compassion toward the needy, and they exploited the poor in their 

midst.  Listen to these words from chapters 4 and 6. 

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan who are on Mount Samaria, who 

oppress the poor, who crush the needy, who say to their husbands, “Bring 

something to drink!” 2The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness: The time is 

surely coming upon you, when they shall take you away with hooks, even 

the last of you with fishhooks. (Amos 4:1,2) 

4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and 

eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to 

the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; 



 4
6who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but 

are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! (Amos 6:4-6) 

 The situation in Israel at this time as described by all the prophets 

and confirmed by archeologists, was a society in which a very few people 

held all the wealth, while most of the population struggled just to survive.  

Amos describes a situation in the which these wealthy ones, while 

luxuriating in their wealth, have no concern about those who are 

desperately poor in their midst.  He even refers to these wealthy women as 

cows.  He likens them to the cattle in the region of Bashan which were 

known for being well-fed!  Now, I didn’t learn everything I needed to know 

about preaching in seminary, but I did learn enough to know you should 

never call your women parishioners “cows!”  No.  Never!  But these women 

reclined on beds of ivory with no concern for anyone else, asking their 

husbands to fetch them drinks as they drank wine by the bowlful.  What a 

picture!  They truly lacked compassion. 

 Frederick Buechner said that compassion is “the…capacity for feeling 

what it’s like to live inside somebody else’s skin.  It is the knowledge that 

there can never be any peace and joy for me until there is peace and joy 

finally for you, too.”  When Margaret Mead, the famous anthropologist, was 

asked by a student about the earliest sign of civilization, he expected her to 

say something about clay pots or tools.  Instead, she answered, “The first 
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sign of civilization is a healed femur.”  (That’s the thighbone.)  She 

explained that no healed femurs are found where the law of the jungle 

reigns.  A healed femur shows that someone cared.  Someone had to do 

the injured person’s hunting and gathering until the leg healed.  Evidence of 

compassion is the first sign of civilization.  And it is God’s design for his 

creation that we care for one another, especially those who are most 

vulnerable among us.  Unfortunately, this virtue was largely missing from 

God’s own people in Israel. 

 I wonder how we do with compassion today here at GPC.  There are 

some evidences of compassion here.  Our participation in the Gettysburg 

CARES homeless shelter is an act of compassion, as is our support for 

SCAAP, the women’s shelter, Habitat for Humanity, the Fruitbelt 

Farmworkers Ministry, and the soup kitchen.  Our mission projects are 

evidence of compassion, as we bring healing to those who are sick, shelter 

to those without homes, glasses to those who cannot see, gifts to those 

who have little, and the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ to all.  

These are all ministries of compassion.  You will have to examine your own 

heart for evidence of compassion in your personal life.  It is all too easy for 

our hearts to become hardened to those in need in our families, 

communities, and our world.  Pray that God would give you a 

compassionate heart. 
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 But a lack of compassion wasn’t the only issue God had with these 

Israelites.  Their greed created the whole problem of economic inequality in 

the first place!  Listen to these words from chapter 5.  

11Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of 

grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 

12For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your 

sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the 

needy in the gate. (Amos 5:11-12) 

 The entire legal system was broken.  Earlier Amos charged them with 

making slaves out of people who couldn’t pay minor debts, like the cost of a 

pair of sandals!  Here we see that the entire court system, which should 

have protected those who were poor, was corrupt.  It was run by bribes and 

a total disregard for the poor, who were “pushed aside.”  There was not 

only a lack of compassion, there was a lack of justice. 

 Compassion, while absolutely necessary, will only get us so far.  We 

see that in many of the places we visit on mission trips- Honduras, Mexico, 

and South Dakota.  We do things there that improve the quality of life for 

some people each year, but what they really need is a more just economic 

system that allows them to support themselves and their families so they 

can prosper in the future.  Because of corruption and unjust laws, or a lack 
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of honoring the law, people remain oppressed in poverty in these settings.  

Those of us who have seen these things not only have a responsibility to 

respond with compassionate action, we also have a responsibility to 

advocate for justice in these settings.  We could ask our own government 

to tie U.S. aid to those countries to reforms to make society more just there.  

We could write leaders of those places asking them to support meaningful 

changes there.  Justice is important. 

 And let’s remember that we have a growing gap between poor and 

wealthy folks here at home.  For example, did you know that 25% of the 

children in Tennessee are on food stamps?  And Congress just refused to 

renew that program this week!  Let your representatives know that we want 

a government that demonstrates justice and compassion here at home, 

too! 

 These things are important to God!  Listen to these jarring words from 

chapter 5.  God is speaking about Israel’s religion.  21I hate, I despise your 

festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though 

you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 

23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody 

of your harps. 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

an everflowing stream. (Amos 5:21-24)   
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 Those are pretty harsh words!  Amos notes the profound irony that 

in the midst of their cold hearts and oppression of the poor, their pews were 

full and worship was going like gangbusters.  They were holding religious 

festivals, bringing burnt offerings and grain offerings and animal sacrifices 

to God.  They had a great music program.  Yet God was not interested.  He 

says he hates, despises their worship!  Why?  Because it was totally 

divorced from the way they actually lived.  God doesn’t want their songs 

and sacrifices when their hearts and actions are opposing God’s work in 

the world.  Instead he says, “Let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an everflowing stream.”  It’s the other six days of the 

week that God seems most interested in, not what we do on the Sabbath.  

Is your daily life consistent with the words we say and sing in worship?  

That’s what Amos is calling us to- a consistency between God’s priorities 

and values and our own. 

 Listen once more to these words from Amos as we close.  14Seek 

good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will 

be with you, just as you have said. 15Hate evil and love good, and establish 

justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be 

gracious to the remnant of Joseph. (Amos 5:14-15)  There is still hope for 

Israel.  Amos says that if they seek good for others, denounce evil, remove 
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corruption from the courts, and establish justice they may still experience 

God’s grace and protection. 

 There is hope for us, too!  God calls us to lives characterized by 

compassion and advocacy for those who are poor and vulnerable.  There’s 

still time to align our priorities with God’s.  Let’s do it! 


