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“Do We All Worship the Same God?” John 1:1-4,14, 14:6;  

Acts 17:16-32; Phil. 2:5-11     7/3/16 

 Last December, Dr. Larycia Hawkins, professor of political science at 

my alma mater, Wheaton College, began wearing a hijab, the Muslim 

headscarf.  She did this in solidarity with Muslims in this country, who she 

believed were being unfairly demonized and scapegoated by some people.  

She called this an act of “Advent worship,” and defended her actions by 

saying, “I stand in religious solidarity with Muslims because they, like me, a 

Christian, are people of the book. And as Pope Francis stated recently, we 

worship the same God.” 

 Her actions and statement created a firestorm of reactions at her 

conservative Christian college, some supportive of Dr. Hawkins, and others 

strongly opposing her.  The school administration questioned her 

statement, while the faculty supported her, and there were articles about 

the controversy in the New York Times, Washington Post, The Atlantic, 

USA Today, and Time magazine, among others.  Biblical scholars, 

historians, and all kinds of theologians also weighed in.  Ultimately, she and 

the school decided to part ways, somewhat amicably, but a lot of damage 

was done. 

 Dr. Hawkins’ statement raises a very important question for us to 

consider.  Do we all worship the same God?  Now, I think most of us would 
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probably agree that Hinduism, with its thousands of gods, and Buddhism, 

with either no god, or an impersonal force, are describing something or 

someone different than the God Christians worship.  But what about 

Muslims?  Do they worship the same God that Christians worship? 

 On the one hand, we can point to a lot of commonality between 

Christian faith and Islam.  We both believe in one God, the Creator of all 

there is, including Adam and Eve and all humans that followed.  We both 

affirm that God has revealed himself through Moses and the Old Testament 

Law, through David and the Psalms, and through parts of the four New 

Testament gospels.  We both trace our faith roots back to Abraham, and 

worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  We both believe God to 

be omnipotent, omniscient, holy, and merciful.  We both believe that God 

calls his people to high ethical standards, as examples to the rest of the 

world.  (Becky story)  There is a lot in common between the God of 

Christians and the God of Islam.  That leads many to believe that we do 

worship the same God.   

And there is biblical precedent for looking for the things we have in 

common with other faiths!  When the Apostle Paul traveled to Athens, 

Greece to share the gospel there, he encountered a pagan society in which 

many gods were worshiped.  So he began his speech before the Athenians 

like this, “22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, 
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I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through 

the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world 

and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

shrines made by human hands…”  (Acts 17:22-24)   

Paul begins by looking for common ground, and he even finds some 

in polytheistic Greek religion- that altar to the “unknown god!”  He begins 

his speech by saying that they share this god in common.  But he doesn’t 

stop there.  The rest of his speech goes on to point out some of the 

differences between their gods and the God of Christian faith. 

So regarding the question of Christians and Muslims worshiping the 

same God, we affirm that there is much in common between the God of 

Islam and the God of Christianity, but there are also some important 

differences. 

 Christians believe in a God who is one in essence, but exists in three 

persons.  The Trinity.  Now, I will admit that few Christians can explain 

much about the Trinity, but this belief is held by every branch of 

Christianity, and is a crucially important Christian doctrine with very 

practical implications.  For example, we believe that within the Trinity, God 
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exists in loving relationships between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  So, 

when we say that we human beings are made in the image of God, we are 

saying that being in loving relationships is an intrinsic part of what it means 

to be human.  That’s important! 

 We also believe that God has chosen to reveal himself to us through 

the Scriptures and through a series of covenants, beginning with Adam, 

and continuing with Noah, Abraham, and David.  We learn more about God 

through each of these covenants.  But the fullest expression of who God is, 

where we learn the most about God, is through Jesus Christ and his 

teaching, because we believe that Jesus is God in the flesh.  Listen to 

these words from John 1.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

(John 1:1-4, 14) 

 Jesus was with God, and was God at the creation of all things;  Jesus 

was the Creator, just as the Father was the Creator.  “All things came into 

being through him.”  And, Jesus, the Creator, took on human flesh and 
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lived as a human being, and we have seen him, John testifies, learning 

more fully what God is like.  Jesus is God, just like the Father is God.  The 

Apostle Paul adds to this understanding of God and Jesus, when he writes 

this in Philippians 2. 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 

be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.9Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:5-11) 

 Just like in John’s testimony, here we see Jesus setting aside his 

divine prerogatives, and condescending to become one of us, even 

suffering and dying on our behalf.  And, in the end he will be vindicated; 

Everyone will know that he is Lord of all!  Therefore, we worship Jesus 

along with the Father and Spirit.   

9:30AM  Our opening song this morning, “God of Wonders,” could have 

been sung by any good Muslim as well as by Christians.  It celebrates the 

good God of Creation.  But the rest of our songs today would pose a 
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problem for Muslims because these songs worship Jesus as Lord, as do 

many of our hymns and songs. 

11AM  Our opening hymn, “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” does just that, 

as do many of our hymns.   

If someone wants to know what God is like, we tell them to look at 

Jesus, who is God in human flesh.  That’s a core Christian teaching. 

 Muslims reject these foundational Christian teachings.  For them God 

is one, and not three in any sense.  They believe that Jesus was a great 

prophet, sent from God.  But he did not die on the cross and therefore was 

not raised from the dead.  There was no sacrifice for the sins of the world.  

They thereby deny the central symbol of Christian faith, the cross.  And 

when Jesus returns, they believe it will be to testify to the one God, and to 

deny that anyone should worship Jesus. 

 So, clearly there are some significant differences between the God of 

Christian faith and the God of Islam.  That leads many to conclude that 

Christians and Muslims do not worship the same God.  And, just to muddy 

the waters a little more, we could also point out that most of these same 

differences exist between the Jewish understanding of God and the 

Christian understanding of God.  Does that mean that Jews and Christians 

worship different Gods?  Think about it!  These are very difficult issues, 

aren’t they? 
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 When we consider the question, “Do Christians and Muslims worship 

the same God,” part of the answer has to do with how we define the word 

“same.”  Clearly, there are differences, important differences between our 

understanding of who God is.  But are there enough commonalities to say 

that our understanding of God is mostly the same?  Or, are the differences 

too great and profound to say that? 

 Perhaps the question itself is part of the problem.  Maybe a better 

question would be, “Do Muslims have a full, partial, or no understanding of 

the God who Christians worship?”  Personally, I don’t believe Muslims have 

a full understanding of God.  But I don’t believe that they have no 

understanding, either.   

 One final thought.  These kinds of conversations are important in a 

society like ours in which there are a variety of religions.  Sometimes, in an 

attempt to appear tolerant, we avoid these questions, lest we appear 

bigoted.  But in a recent article of Christian Century magazine, author 

Safwat Marzouk noted two flawed approaches to interfaith conversation.  

One extreme is those who are so firmly grounded and committed to their 

own faith tradition, that they simply reject those who believe anything else.  

The other extreme is those who are willing to give up any distinctives in 

their own tradition in the interest of tolerance and peace.  The author notes 

that both approaches block true dialogue, and preclude the possibility of 
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learning anything from each other.  “Tolerance should not depend on 

denying one’s own faith,” he said.  Tolerance should not depend on 

denying one’s own faith. 

 Ultimately, God will judge the faith of Muslims.  Neither you nor I have  

been given the authority to do so.  We can certainly affirm the ways in 

which we view God in a similar way, while at the same time maintaining our 

firm belief that Jesus Christ is God, Lord of all, and our Savior.  What do 

you believe?  


