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“Coming Attractions” Luke 21:5-36  6/12/16 

 This morning we continue our series in the gospel of Luke, focusing 

for the third week on what Jesus taught.  So far we’ve looked at his 

parables about the Kingdom of God, and the cost of discipleship.  I could 

have gone a number of ways with this third week about Jesus’ teaching, 

but I selected this passage, which is also found in Matthew and Mark’s 

gospels.  It is a very challenging passage, and my working title for the 

sermon in the middle of the week was, “What Was I Thinking?!”  In the 

passage Jesus talks about things to come.  Listen carefully and see what 

you think!  

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6“As for these things 

that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 

another; all will be thrown down.” 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this 

be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, 

“Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and 

say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 9“When you 

hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to 

them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 
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11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 

plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.  

12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they 

will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought 

before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an 

opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense 

in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your 

opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed 

even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put 

some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But 

not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your 

souls.  

20“When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 

desolation has come near. 21Then those in Judea must flee to the 

mountains, and those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the 

country must not enter it; 22for these are days of vengeance, as a fulfillment 

of all that is written. 23Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 

nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress on the earth 

and wrath against this people; 24they will fall by the edge of the sword and 

be taken away as captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be 

trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  
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25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 

26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see 

‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when 

these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near.”  

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as 

soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 

summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, 

you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. (Luke 21:5-33) 

 This is a very difficult passage to understand and interpret, but in his 

commentary, William Barclay identifies four themes that are woven through 

the passage that makes understanding it a little easier. 

 The first is “The Day of the Lord.”  Although it is not explicitly 

mentioned in these verses, it is a concept that lies behind the whole 

passage.  Everyone hearing Jesus’ words would have understood that.  

Jewish people thought of history as having two parts- the present time, 
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which was regarded as a time filled with intractable evil and injustice (which 

certainly reflected the experience of Jews in the ancient world); and the 

time to come, when God will reign, wrongs will be righted, and all people 

will live with peace and justice.  In between these two times will be the “Day 

of the Lord,” a time in which the present evil order will be overthrown and 

the new order will be instituted.  Because evil will not give up its hold on 

this world easily, “The “Day of the Lord” will be a hard time.  Listen to how 

the prophet Isaiah described it. 

See, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make 

the earth a desolation, and to destroy its sinners from it.  For the stars of 

the heavens and their constellations will not give their light;  the sun will be 

dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light… Therefore I will make 

the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place. (Isa. 

13:9,10, 13) 

 “The Day of the Lord” will be a tumultuous time as evil is overthrown 

and the new order is installed.  And you can hear echoes of Isaiah in Jesus’ 

words in today’s passage.  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do 

not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not 

follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in 

various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents 
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and great signs from heaven.  25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 

and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the 

roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 

will be shaken. (Luke 21:9-10, 25-26)   Jesus is saying that the “Day of the 

Lord” is coming.  Those who oppose God’s reign have reason to be afraid, 

but those who are on the Lord’s side do not need to fear.  More about that 

later.   

I’m using a visual aid to help us with this passage, so now I’m going 

to put 4 yellow Legos in this jar to represent the 4 verses about the Day of 

the Lord.   

 The second theme of the passage is the Fall of Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem was the capital city of Israel, a walled city boasting a huge, 

magnificent temple that could be seen shining and shimmering from miles 

away.  At the beginning of the passage when the disciples are admiring the 

temple, Jesus tells them not to get too attached.  He goes on to describe its 

destruction beginning in verse 20. 

20“When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 

desolation has come near. 21Then those in Judea must flee to the 

mountains, and those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the 
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country must not enter it; 22for these are days of vengeance, as a fulfillment 

of all that is written. 23Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 

nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress on the earth 

and wrath against this people; 24they will fall by the edge of the sword and 

be taken away as captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be 

trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

(Luke 21:20-24) 

 This is an amazing description of what actually happened to 

Jerusalem less than forty years later.  Israel rebelled against their Roman 

occupiers and Rome responded in force.  They encircled the city and 

strangled it, putting it under siege for four years.  Starvation was rampant in 

the city and cannibalism was reported until the Romans finally breached 

the walls in 70 A.D.  Those who didn’t die were taken into captivity.  Only 

those who had fled the city and hid in the hills were spared.  Most 

Christians were saved, because they heeded Jesus’ advice to flee the city.  

But, as Jesus promised, the fall of Jerusalem did not mean the world was 

ending.  Not yet!  I’ll put 5 red Legos in the jar to represent the five verses 

concerning the Fall of Jerusalem. 

 The third theme of the passage is the coming persecution. 
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12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they 

will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought 

before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an 

opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense 

in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your 

opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed 

even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put 

some of you to death. (Luke 21:12-16) 

 Persecution of early Christians was widespread, coming from both 

Jewish authorities and from Gentile governments.  Jesus warns his 

followers about this, but he also assures them that they won’t be alone in 

their persecution, for he will be with them, giving them words to say.  He 

says that their persecution is an opportunity for witness, and that is exactly 

what happened.  Both Jewish and Gentile persecutors were astounded by 

the courage of these followers of Jesus, and some decided to join them 

because of their witness.  We’ll add 5 blue Legos to the jar to represent the 

five verses about persecution. 

 The final theme is the return of Jesus.  

27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and 

great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 
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raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 

21:27,28) 

 Jesus promised that he would return.  The first time he came quietly, 

as a baby in Bethlehem, but not this time.  This time he will come in glory 

and everyone will know that he is Lord of all.  He will rule over God’s 

kingdom and God’s persecuted saints will be vindicated, therefore, they 

should lift up their heads in anticipation and joy.  Let’s put two green Legos 

in the jar to represent the two verses about Christ’s return. 

 So there are four themes that run throughout the passage.  The Day 

of the Lord, The Fall of Jerusalem, Coming Persecution, and the Return of 

Jesus.  Just like the Legos in the jar.  The problem is that Jesus takes 

these themes and shakes them all up!  Biblical scholars have spent 2000 

years trying to unmix the parts and put them in some kind chronological 

order, in an attempt to determine when Jesus would return.  I’ve been in 

churches that were sure they had it figured out, “proving” that Jesus was 

coming very soon.  They often used that information to scare the Hell out of 

people.  But, they’ve always been wrong about the date of Jesus’ return!  

And they’ve been wrong in their application of the passage.  For Christians, 

this is not a passage of fear; it’s a passage of hope!  It tells us that although 

there may be dark days ahead, Jesus will ultimately triumph!  That is good 

news! 
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 So what are we supposed to do?  I think efforts to figure out when 

Jesus will return from passages like this are doomed to failure.  Jesus 

himself said he didn’t know when it would be!  But there is a conclusion to 

the passage that tells us what we should do.  

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 

unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 

the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 

the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36) 

 We should live the life of discipleship to which Jesus has called us 

today.  Being sober and alert, praying for strength to do God’s will as we 

wait for his return, assured of his presence with us in the meantime.  Are 

you ready for his return?  I hope so! 


