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“What Does It Cost?”  Luke 9:21-27, 16:13 6/5/16 

 Last Sunday, my wife and I were trying to figure out how to get to the 

Denver Airport from my daughter’s house the following day.  I had been 

intrigued by Uber, but had never tried it.  It’s part of the new sharing 

economy like AirBnb, and it’s supposed to provide cheaper rides than taxis.  

So, we got the app, signed up on my cellphone, and we were all set to 

book a ride.  But I had a question, “What does it cost?”  Well, it turns out 

that the cost of each trip is a little different, calculated on a complicated 

formula using time and distance, and how nice you are to your driver for all 

I know!  But the phone app gives you a price range, so you know pretty 

much what the fare will be.  The cost looked pretty good, so we booked our 

ride the following morning on my smart phone and had a great experience 

with it.  It made me feel very current, but I didn’t find out the true cost until I 

got the receipt by email the next day.  (By the way, Uber is now available in 

Gettysburg as of this week!) 

 The question, “What does it cost?” is an important one for any 

business transaction, and it’s important in other areas of life, too- college & 

marriage, for example!  In this morning’s passage from Luke’s gospel, 

Jesus addresses this question in regard to the cost of following him.  Just 

before this passage, Jesus asked the disciples who people though he was.  

The disciples answered by naming a variety of Old Testament prophets 
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along with a resurrected John the Baptist.  Jesus then asked them who 

they thought he was.  Peter jumped up and said, “You are the Messiah of 

God!”  Good answer, Peter.  But here’s what happened next. 

21 (Jesus) sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell anyone, 

22saying, ‘The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 

the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised.’ (Luke 9:21-22) 

 So, after Peter correctly identifies Jesus as the Messiah, the long-

promised deliverer of God’s people, Jesus, instead of having him broadcast 

this good news to the world, tells him and the others…to keep it to 

themselves!  What is going on here?  I thought we were supposed to share 

the good news.  Here’s the problem:  in Jesus’ day people believed that the 

Messiah was going to be a military leader who would lead a revolt against 

the Romans, freeing Israel from their domination.  If word got out that Jesus 

was the Messiah, he would be overwhelmed with these military 

expectations and the Romans would move violently against not only him, 

but against all of his followers. 

 Jesus says that he is a different kind of Messiah than the one they 

were expecting.  For he is going to be rejected by his own Jewish leaders 

and put to death.  Even though Jesus said that he would rise again, I’m 

sure the disciples were stunned by this pronouncement.  Not only were 
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they shocked to hear Jesus talking about his impending death, it 

contradicted everything they believed about the coming Messiah.  But 

Jesus doesn’t stop there.  It turns out that following this kind of Messiah 

comes with a price tag.  (Luke 1:23-27) 

23 Then he said to them all, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will save it. 25What does it profit them if they gain the whole world, but 

lose or forfeit themselves? 26Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words, of them the Son of Man will be ashamed when he comes in his glory 

and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27But truly I tell you, 

there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 

kingdom of God.’ (Luke 9:23-27) 

 Let’s look at these hard words in a little more detail.  Keep in mind 

that Jesus is talking to his early followers, who he knew were about to 

experience the same kind of rejection and suffering that he would.  In fact, 

all of the original twelve disciples were martyred for their faith, except for 

two.  One of the remaining two was Judas, who betrayed Jesus and took 

his own life.  And the other was John who was exiled to the island of 

Patmos until he died.  All the others were put to death.  Jesus is trying to 
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prepare his early followers for what is to come, but there’s a message here 

for us, too. 

 In verse 23, Jesus uses three verbs to describe the life of 

discipleship, the costs of following Jesus.  First, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves,” he says.  Self-denial is not a popular 

concept these days.  There have been times in the past when it was more 

accepted and even expected.  When people would set aside their own 

hopes and dreams for a career in order to take up the family business, or to 

gladly do some kind of menial work to support their families.  When people 

married someone because it was in the best interest of their families, 

hoping they would learn to love that person later on.  When men and 

women joined Catholic Church religious orders in droves, denying 

themselves economic and sexual fulfilment in order to serve God.  Think 

about those nuns on the popular PBS series, “Call the Midwife.”  We don’t 

see as much self-denial today. 

 Today, we emphasize the importance of taking care of ourselves.  On 

TV shows, in self-help books, at school, and even in some churches, there 

is an emphasis on self-fulfillment and self-actualization.  Only after we are 

fulfilled, can we then care for others, we’re told.  While there is some truth 

in the idea that as mortal beings, we need to care for our bodies and souls, 

which do have limits, self-care easily comes a bottomless pit.  For it is 
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impossible to completely fulfill all of our needs.  We never come to the 

place where our needs are met so we can help others.  Jesus understood 

that.  He says that his followers must deny themselves.  Only then can God 

do the work in our hearts that needs to be done so we can be of use to 

God.  Writer Anne Lamott put it like this: “God can’t clean the house of you 

when you’re still in it.”  “Deny yourself,” Jesus said. 

 But there’s more.  “Take up your cross daily.”  Wow.  He is not talking 

about the kinds of things that you might hear people say is “their cross to 

bear”- a difficult spouse or child, their arthritis, or some other disability.  The 

cross was a horrible instrument of torture and death, a humiliating way to 

die reserved for the very worst offenders.  Generally, those about to be 

executed were forced to carry the heavy cross beam on the way to their 

execution.  “Take up your cross,” Jesus said.  “Be ready to die for me.”  

Now, for those early followers of Jesus, this was literally true.  That 

was part of the cost of following Jesus, as early Christians were persecuted 

for their faith all around the Roman Empire.  And it’s still true today for 

Christians in many parts of the world- in ISIS-controlled areas, in parts of 

India, in Saudi Arabia, and in other places where Christians advocate 

against injustice and refuse to cooperate with corruption.   

My cousin, Becky, was a missionary to the African nation of Niger, 

where Islam dominates.  When drawings that parodied Mohammed were 
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published in Europe, Muslims in Niger rioted, burning down the church 

building where she worshiped with African Christians, while those 

Christians hid in fear in their homes.  Christians face persecution and death 

because of their faith throughout the world today.  Fortunately, this is not 

true for us.  For us, taking up our cross daily means serious sacrifices we 

may make, pain we endure in the service of God.  Think, for example, of 

those early civil rights workers in this country who made great sacrifices so 

that all Americans could enjoy the benefits of citizenship. 

 Finally, Jesus says, “Follow me.”  That one covers a lot of ground, 

doesn’t it?  It is built on the earliest confession of Christian faith:  “Jesus is 

Lord.”  He is God in the flesh, the Creator and Ruler of all the world, and 

the rightful ruler of our lives.  Therefore, we follow him.  What Jesus says, 

goes.  It means we follow his teaching, caring for the poor and grieving, 

and advocating for justice for the needy and the powerless.  We share the 

good news of God’s love with others.  We work desperately to break the 

hold that wealth and possessions have on us.  We remain sexually pure.  

We wield power- be it at work, in our community, or in our homes- with 

great care and love.  We love even our enemies.  Following Jesus means 

obeying his teaching. 

 It also means following his guidance.  God has given us gifts and 

abilities.  As followers of Jesus we are not free to use them in any old way 
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we choose.  God has plans for our world and wants to use us to further 

those plans.  As followers of Jesus, we need to ask him how we can best 

use our gifts and abilities to further the Kingdom of God.  That might mean 

being a Christian banker or carpenter or hotel owner or teacher right here 

in Gettysburg, exhibiting honesty, integrity, and compassion to our 

customers, employees or students.  Or, God may want us to use those gifts 

in special ways- in mission work abroad where the needs are far greater, or 

in church work or Christian social work.   

What if you’re retired?  You’ve worked hard and waited a long time to 

get where you are.  Congratulations!  But I’ve got some important news for 

you. You may be able to retire from your work or career, but you can’t retire 

from being a follower of Jesus!  What does Jesus want you to do in your 

retirement years?  A follower of Jesus needs to ask that question! 

 Jesus says his followers must deny themselves, take up their cross 

daily, and follow him.  He goes on to explain that ultimately, this all works to 

our good.  Those who try to hold on to their life watch it slip from their 

grasp, while those who spend their lives in service to Christ and others, find 

joy and fulfilment.  Conversely, as people pursue a life seeking comfort and 

status and power for themselves, they may lose their very souls or selves.  

 When our son, Stephen, went to first grade, I remember having a 

conversation with him after his first day.  He had been used to 
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kindergarten, which was a half-day program led by a very creative teacher, 

who enjoyed him, although he was a very active little guy.  Not so in first 

grade.  I asked him how his first day went.  “I’m not going back,” he said.  

“All we did was work, work, work.  I had to sit in a dumb desk all day!  I’m 

not going back!”  Even though he did go back, that summed up his attitude 

toward school for the next twelve years!  There was a cost to going to 

school and Stephen wasn’t interested in paying it. 

 Jesus wants us to be sure we understand that there is a cost for 

those who would follow him.  But ironically, the sacrifices that we make 

don’t lead to despair and sadness; they lead to a life of fulfillment and 

closeness to God!  That’s what Jesus promises here.  And that’s what 

many of us have found to be true, too. 


