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Luke 15:1-10 

Where Is It? 

May 29, 2016 

Rev. Lou Nyiri 

 

Where is it? 

Ever been plagued by that question? 

You reach for your umbilical cord – oh, I mean cell phone – and it’s not there. 

You’re already 5 minutes late and you find yourself rummaging through the house looking for 

car keys – even going so far as to check pockets from a blazer you haven’t been in since 2005. 

 

Lost-and-found collections across the country overflow with belongings -- from cell-phones to 

bicycles to who knows what – much of our stuff is being left behind.  

No one knows the exact total number of personal items that are lost every year for some stuff 

that is lost is never found, but hundreds of thousands of items wind up in lost-and-found 

repositories.  

 

At Grand Central Terminal in New York City, officials report that on average over 19,000 

articles are left on trains or in waiting areas.   

Continental Airlines receives more than 50,000 inquiries about lost items each year.   

Ten years ago, the Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation District of Portland, Ore., found over 

20,000 objects on trains, buses and in waiting areas.  

Director of marketing for the Capital Area Transportation Authority in Lansing, Mich., says, 

"We believe that lost items have increased because people seem to be rushing around more.  

People have lost their focus."  

 

In a 2008 USA WEEKEND Magazine report, among the most commonly lost items, reported in 

an informal poll of 12 transit authorities, are cell-phones, wallets, bags, coats and glasses.i  

According to management in some hotels, parks, and stadiums in St. Louis, the most commonly 

found items that end up in the lost and found bin, include gloves (single ones, usually), cell 

phones, glasses, billfolds, and tech accessories.  

 

Cell phone chargers are high on the list, in fact at the Adam's Mark hotel in St. Louis, cell 

chargers are so commonly lost that they have their own private lost and found bin and their staff 

has installed a new policy: “…forgot your charger, or lost it? Then choose one from the lost and 

found bin and be on your way ... there will certainly be another coming in soon to replace it.”ii 

 

We lose stuff…don’t we? 

It seems as though in the rush of daily life, more belongings are being left behind.    

 

We’ve all experienced that frantic and frenetic search for that which is lost. 

 

We’ve all been here before at some point or another in our lives.   

We’ve misplaced our keys and torn apart the house – upside/down and inside/out for hours – 

only to realize we've left them on top of the refrigerator or entertainment center.   



Page 2 of 5 

 

 

My favorite though is the search for missing cell phone (usually found by calling the cell # over 

and over again from different parts of the house hoping you’ll hear that distinct ring tone or on 

the off chance it’s been placed on silent mode it’s sitting in a spot somewhere close to a pile of 

loose change so it will rattle the shelf items when it vibrates and you’ll locate it’s spot by 

triangulating the sound or someone say in the Tom’s convenience store on route 116 where you 

left it will get so tired of hearing MC Hammer’s “You Can’t Touch This” ringtone go off that 

they’ll answer it and tell you, “You left it at Tom’s!”…not that I’ve ever done that before. 

 

Some of us have even felt that twinge of discomfort, as we realize we've misplaced something. 

The search begins, builds momentum and then realization sets in as the search refuses to bear 

any fruit, until it finally ends in a sort of panic, as the truth becomes obvious: no amount of 

searching will bring our lost item back - it's really gone.  Though, with any luck, whatever we’ve 

lost will be found by a good Samaritan, and our search will end happily. 

 

The point is, we lose stuff and we are frantic in our search until we find that which we’ve lost. 

 

Our parables this morning show us some folks who can identify with us. 

 

But there is one point at which the parallels break down – Jesus indicated that both the shepherd 

and the homemaker are so thrilled at finding what they had lost that they need to celebrate.  

I don’t know about you, but when I find my lost cell phone, my first reaction isn’t to call or text 

everyone in my address book and invite them to come on over for dinner on me. 

 

Yet, Jesus tells in these parables that both the Shepherd and the homemaker call their neighbors 

to gather for a party. 

 

Finding or finally stumbling upon that which we have lost usually brings a wave of relief and 

maybe even reprieve, but typically it’s not followed by so much joy that we are motivated to 

have a party when we find them? 

 

So when Jesus asks, “Which one of you would not have a party?” a lot of us need to confess – 

alas, we.would.not. 

 

The outcome of these parables actually seems unreal. 

 

For one thing, it’s difficult to identify with shepherds.   

Still, a lot of us grow attached to our pets, so maybe it’s not too unreasonable to assume that the 

shepherd actually cared about the individual animals in their flock.   

In this case, the shepherd’s search for the missing sheep is more than just trying to maintain the 

profitability of their flock.  Finding the lost sheep becomes a source of joy because now the flock 

does not feel incomplete to the shepherd. 

 

“So, which pet owner of you, having lost your animal companion and finding it 

again, might not at least call your friends and tell them how happy you are?” 
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A second possibility could be, it takes some effort on our part to identify with people who have 

only a few things.   

We’ve got dozens of pens and if we misplace one, it’s really no big deal. – We just pick up 

another one. 

Even for gadgets where we don’t have extras, it’s often easier to simply go buy another than to 

spend time searching for the wayward one. 

But that wasn’t the case in the first century. 

People owned far fewer things, and the lost silver coin in the parable was the equivalent of a full 

day’s pay. 

 

When Jesus is asked by the Pharisees and scribes about eating with tax collectors and sinners, in 

typical Hebraic fashion, he gives them a graphic explanation with illustration. 

Imagine, in this cultural context, you were the woman who lost one of your “treasured” 

possessions – a gift from a loved one – how would you really feel – while you searched for the 

lost item and how would you really feel when you finally found it? 

Truly, a feast would be in order. 

 

A Christian Summer Camp, much like Krislund, hosts children from low-income homes. 

Before arriving at the camp, each child is sent a list of items they should bring – stuff like a 

flashlight, soap and towel, rain gear and so forth.  The camp director noticed as each new group 

of youth arrived, many simply did not have several things on the list. 

Some said their families had no way to get them. 

Yet, one boy, proudly showed his toothbrush. 

“This,” the boy stated showing him his toothbrush, “is my brother’s since I don’t have my own.” 

 

What child in those circumstances, having misplaced his toothbrush and then 

finally finding it, would not say to his camp-mates and his brother, “Be glad with 

me, for the lost has been found”? 

 

Finally, it’s not easy for us to identify with God, though that is whom ultimately these parables 

are about. 

After each one, Jesus gives us the moral of the story, stating that the repentance of a single sinner 

is the occasion for great joy in heaven. 

 

Who can say why, after all the members of the human race God has created, God experiences 

such exhilaration over the change of heart from non-belief to belief in the great gift of God’s 

redeeming love shared and lived out in a hurting world through the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus the Christ? 

Who can say why, after all the members of the human race God has created, God experienced 

such exhilaration over our individual change of heart from non-belief to belief in the great gift of 

God’s redeeming love shared and lived out in a hurting world through the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus the Christ? 

Who can say why?  
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- Keep in mind though that God did celebrate when each of us said “yes” to 

experiencing and seeking to live out this gift of faith in the One who brings us joy and 

fulfillment and purpose to our living – Jesus the Christ. 

- Keep in mind as well that God does and will celebrate when anyone says “yes” to 

experiencing and seeking to live out this gift of faith in the One who brings us joy and 

fulfillment and purpose to our living – Jesus the Christ. 

 

Who can say why? 

What this parable assures us though…what the life, death and resurrection of Jesus proves to us 

is that God is like that shepherd and God is like that homemaker who tears the house apart 

looking for the lost silver coin – God will diligently and with great determination look for us. 

And when any one person discovers this new relationship of trust in the living God – God 

experiences joy and there is a celebration in heaven! 

And while it is not discussed in these parables, common stories which run throughout common 

people’s stories of being found by God’s Amazing love is that we too will experience joy when 

we are found….when we come home! 

 

On this Memorial Day Weekend, when we remember the service to country by men and women 

who serve(d) in the military, perhaps it’s good to remember how those who serve alongside one 

another will go to great lengths to ensure that no one is left behind – that all come home. 

There is a scene in the movie Forrest Gump, which, I believe could be a parable for us, the scene 

is set during the war in Vietnam, Forrest’s platoon receives enemy fire. If you remember the 

movie, you will recall how he runs away as fast as he can, just as Jenny told him.  When he 

arrives safe on the water’s edge, he realizes his friend Bubba isn’t there.  He runs back into the 

jungle to find Bubba, saving others along the way… 

[9:30 – show clip – stop at 01:27 – Forrest trips & Lt. Dan says, “I know my position.  It’s 

danger close.”  After the words “danger close” hit down arrow to get out of clip/(pause 

clip) then into title slide. 

 

[815 & 1100…] 

“Bubba, was my best good friend,” Forrest declares, “I had to make sure he was okay.” 

“And on my way back to find Bubba, well, there was this boy laying on the ground.  I cuoldn’t 

just let him lay there all alone…scared the way he was…so I grabbed him up and run him outta 

there.” 

“And every time I went back looking for Bubba, someone else was saying, ‘Help me Forrest.  

Help me.’   

And you see Forrest run in and out of the jungle bringing one person after another from his 

platoon to safety by the water’s edge. 

He trips and lands next to Lt. Dan who is talking on the radio – calling for reinforcements – and 

he grabs up Lt. Dan and carries him out – against Lt. Dan’s pleading to be left there. 

Laying Lt. Dan down with the others, Lt. Dan grabs Forrest and says, “I didn’t ask you to pull 

me out.”  And while Forrest is pulling away from Lt. Dan’s grip, Lt. Dan says, “Where are you 

going?” 

As Forrest breaks free you hear him shouting as he runs back into the jungle, “I gotta find 

Bubba…” 
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May you be found this day – may you remember there is one who runs into the thick of it to find 

you – may you be found, maybe for the first time – maybe for the 101st time – may you, may I be 

found today – may we allow ourselves to be discovered by an Amazing God who loves us 

unconditionally…who seeks us out with great diligence and may we discover God’s great joy as 

the kingdom of heaven celebrates. 

 

Amen and Amen. 

 
                                                           
i  (-- Rochelle Sharpe, posted in the January 20, 2008 USA Weekend.com website) 
 

ii  This information found at the following website link (http://www.thefoundbin.com/lost-and-

found-news/Lost-and-Found-in-St-Louis/) in article “Lost and Found in St Louis” written 11 

February 2007. 

http://www.thefoundbin.com/lost-and-found-news/Lost-and-Found-in-St-Louis/
http://www.thefoundbin.com/lost-and-found-news/Lost-and-Found-in-St-Louis/

