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“What Did Jesus Talk Most About?” Luke 13:18-30 5/22/16 

 I’ve asked you the following question before, but I’m going to ask it 

again to see if anyone remembers the answer!  “What topic did Jesus talk 

more about than any other?”  That’s right!  The kingdom of God.  And, as 

we continue to get to know Jesus again through Luke’s gospel, we’re going 

to take a couple weeks to look in more detail at what Jesus taught- 

especially about the Kingdom of God. 

 Jesus taught that he was initiating the Kingdom or Reign of God- that 

God’s reign was breaking through to earth.  For example, just a few 

minutes ago, we said the Lord’s Prayer together.  In it, Jesus prayed, “Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  That’s what 

the kingdom of God is about- God’s will being done on earth, just like it is 

being done in heaven.  And Jesus told parables, or little stories, to help us 

understand what the Reign of God will look like.  Listen to these two brief 

parables from Luke 13. 

He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I 

compare it? 19It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the 

garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in 

its branches.’ 20 And again he said, ‘To what should I compare the 

kingdom of God? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 

three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ (Luke 13:18-21) 
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 OK.  Two little stories, based on everyday actions that the people 

Jesus was addressing would have immediately understood.  In the first 

story, Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to someone who plants a 

mustard seed.  It is a very small seed and it becomes a large bush.  Birds 

can even nest in its branches.  So, what is Jesus saying here about the 

Kingdom of God?  The main point seems to be that it starts small and 

grows large.   

Let’s think about what actually happened.  It did indeed start very 

small with Jesus and a couple of his followers in an obscure part of the 

Roman Empire.  In time, it became so large that it grew well beyond the 

Roman empire and outlasted that great entity by over a thousand years 

and counting!  The kingdom of God starts small and grows. 

 How about the parable of the yeast?  If you’ve ever made bread, you 

know that you add a small amount of yeast to dough and soon that yeast 

permeates the entire batch, causing it to rise so it can be baked.  This 

parable continues the small-to-large motif, but adds something new.  Just 

like yeast affects all of the dough it touches, so the Kingdom of God 

influences and changes the character of all that it touches.  And it often 

does so in quiet and unseen ways.  It has a subversive quality to it! 
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 The Kingdom of God transforms the lives of individuals- maybe 

individuals like you- and also whole communities.  I saw this for myself on a 

Mexico mission trip many years ago.  As you may know, alcohol abuse has 

been a major problem in Mexico.  Things have gotten better, but in those 

days, we commonly encountered drunk men, reeling down the streets, 

sometimes harassing women, including our own team members.  These 

men were often noisy and combative.  One year we were working in the 

remote village of Chuchub.  Like many such villages, it was a primitive 

place with no running water or electricity.  However, there was something 

unique about Chuchub.  The entire village had been touched by the gospel 

and had converted to the Presbyterian Church.  As a result, there were no 

bars in Chuchub, and no visible drunk people anywhere!  Instead, it was a 

very peaceful place where women could walk anywhere in the village 

without fear, and men walked down the streets at night sober with their 

families.  The Kingdom of God, had come to that place and transformed it. 

 So, the Kingdom of God grows and it transforms everything it 

touches.  Here’s one more thing about it. 

22 Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he 

made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, ‘Lord, will only a few be 

saved?’ He said to them, 24‘Strive to enter through the narrow door; for 

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. 25When once the 
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owner of the house has got up and shut the door, and you begin to stand 

outside and to knock at the door, saying, “Lord, open to us”, then in reply 

he will say to you, “I do not know where you come from.” 26Then you will 

begin to say, “We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.” 

27But he will say, “I do not know where you come from; go away from me, 

all you evildoers!” 28There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you 

see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 

God, and you yourselves thrown out. 29Then people will come from east 

and west, from north and south, and will eat in the kingdom of God. 

30Indeed, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be 

last.’ (Luke 13:22-30) 

 You may not like this story as much as the others, but the theme of 

judgment is a common one in Jesus’ teaching.  In this case, someone asks 

him about who will be in the Kingdom of God.  Their assumption almost 

certainly was that because the Israelites were God’s chosen people, all of 

them would be included (a relatively small number), and no one else would 

be.  “Not so fast,” Jesus says! 

 Entry into God’s Kingdom is not automatically bestowed because of 

one’s ethnicity.  “Strive to enter through the narrow door,” he says.  Life in 

the kingdom is not easy.  And, the door or window of opportunity to enter it 

will not be open forever.  The time will come when all the invited guests will 
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have arrived and then the door will be closed.  Those who are excluded will 

be angry, gnashing their teeth, especially when they see who has been 

admitted.  For in addition to the Old Testament saints, Gentiles (those from 

the four corners of the earth) will be admitted, if they come through the 

narrow door while there is still time!  We should point out that these were 

dangerous words that flew directly in the face of the religious teaching and 

cultural heritage of Jesus’ time.  I can just imagine someone saying in 

disbelief, “Some Gentiles are included in God’s kingdom, while some Jews 

are left out?!  Jesus, that’s heresy!  Somebody ought to stop this guy!” 

 On May 7, 1915, the British ocean liner, the Lusitania, was struck by 

a torpedo from a German submarine.  In an effort to minimize panic, the 

captain, William Turner, created a false sense of assurance by telling the 

passengers that all would be well.  He told people he had received 

communication from the engine room and other parts of the ship, and that 

everything was under control, so there was no need to begin evacuation 

procedures.  This word spread quickly, and people cheered at the news. 

But all was not well, and everything was not under control.  Of the 1,959 

passengers on board, only one survived.   

Jesus did not wish to convey a false sense of hope and comfort to his 

listeners.  He was aware that the door to the Kingdom of God will not 

remain open forever, and wanted people to know that.  The good news is 
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that the invitation to enter the Kingdom of God is open for you right now!  

However, I can’t tell you how long it will be open.  At some point every one 

of us will die, and will be accountable to our Maker.  That much is obvious.  

But there is more.   

When we reject openings to be part of God’s Kingdom- to ask for the 

forgiveness of our sins and join with God in his work- when we reject an 

opening, it becomes easier for us to reject the next opening.  And we 

become more and more comfortable living apart from God and his 

Kingdom.  It’s like someone who is told by their doctor that they must quit 

smoking, or their health will be in serious jeopardy.  They seriously 

consider the words of their doctor, but do nothing.  The doctor continues to 

warn them about this year after year, but each warning becomes a little 

easier to ignore, until the warnings no longer have any effect at all and it is 

too late to do anything.  Jesus reminds us that the door to the Kingdom of 

God will not always be open. 

 The parable also reminds us that God decides who gets in.  And, 

according to Jesus, there are going to be some surprises about that! The 

Kingdom of God is a little bit like the NFL draft.  When time comes for the 

draft, who goes first?  The best team?  No!  The team with the worst record 

from the previous year goes first, followed by the second worst, etc. until 

finally, the best team goes last!  Jesus says the kingdom of God is 
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something like that.  Perhaps those who have done well in this world- those 

who are wealthy, powerful, and lording it over others- will get in last, while 

the poor, homeless, and repentant prisoners will get in first.  The Kingdom 

of God has very different values than the Kingdom of this world.   

 Henri Nouwen was a Catholic priest, a respected professor at 

Harvard, and an internationally-known writer.  He spent the latter years of 

his life working in communities for people with severe disabilities.  One 

such man named Trevor, who had both mental and physical challenges, 

was sent from Nouwen’s community to a psychiatric facility for evaluation.  

Nouwen wanted to visit the man there, so he called to set it up.  When the 

hospital administrators found out he was coming, they were very excited 

about the opportunity to meet this respected man, and asked if their staff 

could join him for lunch in the “Golden Room,” a special, well-appointed 

meeting room.  Nouwen agreed. 

 But when he arrived, Trevor was nowhere to be seen.  Henri asked 

where he was.  He was told, “Patients and staff are not allowed to eat lunch 

together.  And, no patient has ever been admitted to the Golden Room.  

Therefore, Trevor will not be able to eat with us.”  Nouwen was not 

ordinarily a confrontational man, but he believed that the Holy Spirit wanted 

him to intervene in this situation.  So he said, “The purpose of my time here 
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today was to have lunch with Trevor.  If he is not allowed to attend the 

lunch, I will not attend either.”  

 The administrators and doctors certainly didn’t want to miss an 

opportunity to have lunch with this great man, so they quickly figured out a 

way around the rules so Trevor could eat with them.  But, during lunch, 

Trevor stood up and lifted his glass of Coke. 

 “A toast.  I will now offer a toast,” he said to the group. 

 The room suddenly became nervously silent.  What on earth was 

Trevor going to do?  Trevor began to sing to the room filled with PhD’s and 

medical doctors.  “If you’re happy and you know it, raise your glass.  If 

you’re happy and you know it, raise your glass…” 

 No one was sure what to do.  It was awkward.  But Trevor, this 

deeply challenged man, was beaming, thrilled to be there!  So they started 

to sing along.  Softly at first, and then louder and louder until all those 

present along with Nouwen were practically shouting, “If you’re happy and 

you know it, raise your glass!” 

 Nouwen went on to give a talk, but the moment everybody 

remembered, the moment God spoke most clearly, the moment when the 

Kingdom of God broke through that stuffy gathering, is when the person 



9 
 

they thought was the least of them, began to lead them in song.  Maybe 

that’s what Jesus meant when he talked about how, in the Kingdom of God, 

some who are first will be last and some who are last will be first.  I hope 

we’re responding well to the poor, the lonely, the handicapped, and the 

homeless. 

 The Kingdom of God starts small and grows.  It affects everything it 

comes in contact with.  The door to enter God’s Kingdom will not always be 

open.  And there will be some surprises about who gets in and who 

doesn’t.  Are you part of God’s Kingdom?  Is God King in your life? 


