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When The World Conspires Against You  Ps. 73 4/28/13 

 When I was a kid I always enjoyed Saturday morning cartoons.  I 

would sit with my younger brother and sister and be entertained by Rocky 

and Bullwinkle, Bugs Bunny, Huckleberry Hound and many others.  I think 

my parents also appreciated Saturday mornings because we kids weren’t 

usually fighting with each other!  One cartoon I remember was the 

“Roadrunner.”  The premise was simple.  The Roadrunner would run along 

Western desert roads at blazing speeds.  The Coyote, who wasn’t fast 

enough to catch the Roadrunner, would come up with plot after improbable 

plot to catch him.  In fact, the cartoon wasn’t really about the Roadrunner at 

all.  It was about Wile E. Coyote and his quest to catch the Roadrunner, 

using countless do-it-yourself gadgets purchased from the ACME 

company. 

 Unfortunately, it never worked out for Wile E. Coyote.  Events always 

conspired against him.  Dynamite wouldn’t ignite until he got close enough 

to check out why it didn’t explode when it was supposed to.  Then- BLAM!  

Even the laws of gravity and other physical laws would fail just when the 

Coyote needed them most!  It seemed as if the world conspired against 

Wile E. Coyote.  He never succeeded! 

 Some of us have felt like that.  Like the world is conspiring against us.  

That no matter what we do, no matter how hard we try, we just can’t 

succeed- financially, in our relationships, in our careers, even in our 
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spiritual lives.  You might be surprised to learn that some of the writers of 

the Bible felt that way, too.  And they wrote about it in the scripture!  Let’s 

take a look at Ps. 73 and see what we can learn from this writer. 

 The Psalm starts out simply enough.  1 Truly God is good to the 

upright, to those who are pure in heart. (Ps. 73:1)  He states the 

conventional wisdom of his day- that God blesses those who are his 

people.  That phrase “pure in heart” means more than simple purity; it 

refers to someone who is whole-heartedly committed to God.  Certainly, 

God will be good to that kind of person, right?  Keep reading. 

 2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; 

   my steps had nearly slipped. 3 For I was envious of the arrogant; 

   I saw the prosperity of the wicked. (Ps. 73:2,3) Uh oh.  The experience of 

the Psalmist doesn’t mesh with what he has always believed to be true.  

He, a pure-hearted person, is slip-sliding away, while arrogant and wicked 

people are prospering.  Here are the details:  

4 For they (the wicked) have no pain; 

   their bodies are sound and sleek.  

5 They are not in trouble as others are; 

   they are not plagued like other people.  

6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 

   violence covers them like a garment.  

7 Their eyes swell out with fatness; 



 3
   their hearts overflow with follies.  

8 They scoff and speak with malice; 

   loftily they threaten oppression.  

9 They set their mouths against heaven, 

   and their tongues range over the earth.  

10 Therefore the people turn and praise them, 

   and find no fault in them.  

11 And they say, ‘How can God know? 

   Is there knowledge in the Most High?’  

12 Such are the wicked; 

   always at ease, they increase in riches. (Ps. 73:4-12) 

Wow!  The Psalmist doesn’t see any justice in the world, does he?  Bad 

people are succeeding.  They’re healthy and wealthy and everyone thinks 

they are wise.  They are violent and cynical, even openly questioning God’s 

ability to bring them to justice, as they prey on others with impunity. 

 I’m reminded of times in history when the world seemed exactly like 

this.  During the years of Nazi rule in Europe, when it seemed that no one 

could stop them with their tremendous military might.  During the decades 

of brutal Soviet rule in Russia and Eastern Europe when the Communists 

seemed absolutely invincible.  Think about Africans, brought to this country 

against their will in the early 1600’s, who endured slavery for two and a half 

centuries and waited another century to begin receiving their full rights as 
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citizens in a racist society that had all the power.  Throughout history 

many people have experienced what the Psalmist write about.  And many 

do today.  It sure doesn’t look like God rewards the pure in heart, does it?  

But there’s more!  

13 All in vain I have kept my heart clean 

   and washed my hands in innocence.  

14 For all day long I have been plagued, 

   and am punished every morning.  

15 If I had said, ‘I will talk on in this way’, 

   I would have been untrue to the circle of your children.  

16 But when I thought how to understand this, 

   it seemed to me a wearisome task, (Ps. 73:13-16) 

 Not only are evil people prospering, he, a righteous person, is 

suffering!  He feels as if he’s being punished every morning.  And when he 

tries to make sense of it, to understand how it can be that the wicked 

prosper while he suffers, it just wears him out.  How can he come to terms 

with the fact that evil people prosper and good people suffer? Notice the 

change in the next verse of the Psalm.   

 17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; 

   then I perceived their end.  

18 Truly you set them in slippery places; 

   you make them fall to ruin.  
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19 How they are destroyed in a moment, 

   swept away utterly by terrors!  

20 They are like a dream when one awakes; 

   on awaking you despise their phantoms. (Ps. 73:17-20) 

 A possible solution begins to dawn on him.  It came when he 

renewed his relationship with God, when he “went into the sanctuary of 

God.”  He realizes that he can’t really judge God’s actions, because he 

doesn’t know enough.  In particular, he can’t see the future.  And he 

remembers God’s promise that one day, those who oppress others will 

have to answer for their actions.  Justice will be done in God’s time!  Then 

the Psalmist reflects on his crisis of faith. 

21 When my soul was embittered, 

   when I was pricked in heart,  

22 I was stupid and ignorant; 

   I was like a brute beast towards you.  

23 Nevertheless I am continually with you; 

   you hold my right hand.  

24 You guide me with your counsel, 

   and afterwards you will receive me with honor.  

25 Whom have I in heaven but you? 

   And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you.  

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 
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   but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever. (Ps. 73:21-

26) 

 As he reflects back on his time of doubt, he sees himself as ignorant, 

discerning only part of the big picture.  Now he has a partial answer to his 

dilemma, but his real comfort comes in the fact that, regardless of the 

circumstances, God is continually with him, holding his hand and guiding 

him.  He takes joy in the hope of spending eternity with God forever.  He 

reminds himself that his relationship with God is the most important thing in 

his life and that God’s presence will strengthen his heart in the midst of 

those times when it seems like the world has conspired against him.  

 So what can we learn from this Psalm that may help us when we feel 

like the world has conspired against us?  First, we need to remember that 

God has never promised to spare us from the normal suffering of human 

life.  In fact, God’s people have often suffered more than others, because 

their faith and its implications for society is offensive to some.  God doesn’t 

promise to spare us from suffering, but he does promise to always be with 

us.  We serve a living Savior who understands more than anyone the depth 

of human suffering, because he experienced profound suffering himself.  

God understands our suffering and walks through it with us. 

 And we are also comforted by God’s promise that justice and 

liberation will come.  But it will come in God’s time, not ours.  Theologian 

Oscar Cullman illustrated this well as he recounted events at the end of 
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WWII.  When the Allies successfully landed at Normandy on D-day and 

established a route for soldiers and weaponry onto the European mainland, 

there was no doubt that the Allies would win the war.  The Germans simply 

could not sustain the fight on those terms.  But that was not the end of the 

war. 

 There were many more battles to be fought as the Germans were 

driven back across Europe.  People in Europe and the US sacrificed a lot to 

sustain that war.  Brave men died.  But the outcome was never in doubt.  

The Nazis would be defeated and eventually held to account for their 

actions.  And they were. 

 Spiritually, we live in the time between D-day and the end of the war.  

Justice will prevail.  Our living Savior has defeated the power of evil on the 

cross and through his resurrection.  But there are still battles to be fought.  

Some will be won.  Some will be lost.  It may seem like the world is 

conspiring against us at times.  But the outcome is guaranteed, and we are 

not alone!  Like the Psalmist, we find solace and comfort as we seek to be 

in the presence of God.  I encourage you to do that, too, by praying, 

reading the Scripture, and participating in worship.  You don’t need to hold 

back your frustration and pain from God.  The Psalmist certainly didn’t hold 

back!  God can handle your pain and anger.  And you can work through 

your anguish with God’s help.  You may also find it helpful to talk with one 
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of us about these things.  We will be glad to encourage you and pray for 

you. 

 In fact, right now we’re going into a time of prayer for those in need of 

healing or wholeness- physically, spiritually, emotionally, or relationally.  

You may also ask prayer on behalf of others.  It’s a powerful thing to hear 

two or three people pray for your concern.  Jesus said that where two or 

three are gather together in his name, he will be there in the midst of them.  

Let’s seek God’s presence together as we pray. 

  


