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“Fans vs. Followers” Luke 9:57-62  Apr. 26, 2015 

 Many of you are sports fans.  I can tell because you wear Ravens 

colors & Steelers jackets to church on game day in the fall!  Fans are 

excited about their teams.  They watch them on TV and go to their games.  

They know the players and their stats.  The may have bumper stickers on 

their cars, wear funny hats like the “Cheeseheads” in Green Bay, or even 

paint their bodies with team colors!  Having good fans can inspire the 

players and create good feelings in a community. 

 Here in the church, I suspect we’ve got some fans of Jesus!  We 

admire him, listen to songs about him, give money & time to support his 

work, wear Jesus-themed jewelry, read his words, and maybe even put 

bumper stickers about him on our cars!  And that seems like a pretty good 

thing, too, doesn’t it? 

 The problem is that Jesus never indicated that he wanted fans.  He 

insisted on followers.  What’s the difference between a fan and a follower?  

I think the most basic difference is that fans, for all their passion, are 

ultimately in control of how much they are willing to commit to their team.  

They decide how engaged they want to be. 

 Followers are different.  Now, I’m not talking about on-line followers, 

either!  You may have seen the birthday card someone gave me titled, 

“Jesus on Twitter,” with Jesus looking at his cell phone, saying, “12 
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followers so far.  Sweet!”  In fact, following Jesus is a lot more demanding 

than being a Twitter follower! 

 A follower of Jesus gives up control.  Jesus is the one who 

determines the costs for his followers, not the followers themselves.  And 

once you decide to be a follower of Jesus, you’re committed.  It’s a little like 

an airplane hurtling down the runway.  At a certain point the pilot reaches a 

point of no return.  A point where, given the speed & weight of the aircraft, it 

is no longer possible to stop before the end of the runway.  At that point the 

pilot is committed to pull back on the yoke and become airborne.  That’s a 

little of what it’s like to be all-in with Jesus, to be past the point of no-return.  

To be his follower. 

 Jesus had lots of fans during his ministry.  Sometimes the crowds 

swelled to thousands!  Usually, when that happened, Jesus would say 

some very hard and demanding things and many of the fans would leave.  I 

imagine if Jesus had an agent, this would have driven him nuts!  But Jesus 

wasn’t looking for large numbers.  He was looking for devoted followers.  

That’s why he said things like we find in this morning’s Scripture passage.  

And he said similar things on many other occasions.  Listen.  

57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of 

the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To 
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another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury 

my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but 

as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will 

follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus 

said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:57-62) 

 That sounds pretty harsh, but Jesus was always clear with those who 

wanted to follow him about what it would cost.  Let’s look at the costs of 

following him that we find in these verses.  Keep in mind that this is late in 

Jesus’ ministry and he has just “set his face toward Jerusalem” in Luke’s 

words.  In other words, he is heading toward his betrayal and horrifying 

death, which will put his followers at risk.  His followers needed to be 

prepared for that. 

 The first person approaches Jesus and offers to follow him anywhere.  

Jesus reminds him that there is no security in following an itinerant rabbi!  

He may not even have a place to sleep each night.  We don’t know if the 

person decided to follow Jesus or not, but Jesus made it clear that he 

wasn’t looking for fans, but for committed followers who understood that 

following him meant living with a great deal of uncertainty, even about the 

basic necessities of life. 
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 The second person in the story was approached by Jesus, who 

extended an invitation to follow him.  The person replied, “Let me go and 

bury my father first.”  And why not?  Well, there was no indication that the 

man’s father was actually dead yet!  In fact, it would be extremely unlikely 

that this man would have been walking along the road with Jesus if his 

father had just died.  The man was really asking to go back home and 

resume his normal life.  Then, after he had satisfied his family obligations, 

he would come and follow Jesus.  Jesus doesn’t compromise his call.  He 

tells him to let the dead bury their own dead.  What the heck does that 

mean?  Most likely Jesus meant that the spiritually dead could take care of 

the task of burying the dead.  The place for someone who was spiritually 

alive was beside Jesus, proclaiming the kingdom of God.  There was a 

sense of urgency in Jesus’ call. 

 The third person offered to follow Jesus, but first wanted to go home 

and say goodbye to his family.  That seems like a pretty innocuous request.  

But Jesus uses it to illustrate that once someone has decided to follow him, 

there is no turning back.  He uses the image of a farmer plowing his field.  If 

the farmer looks back while plowing, the furrow will wander and won’t be 

straight.  You can experience the same thing if you look backwards while 

driving your car or riding a bike.  You’ll drift to the side, rather than going 

straight.  Jesus wants people who are focused on him, looking forward, and 
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not distracted by what’s behind.  He teaches that the Kingdom of God takes 

priority over all other matters, even over good things like family. 

 So, I guess the important question is this:  Are you a fan or a 

follower?  Here are a few thoughts to help you decide. 

 Followers of Jesus have come to recognize that they are lacking 

when it comes to two important tasks:  running their lives and making a 

difference in the world.  We recognize that we are morally weak, that we 

need help to overcome the things that trip us up- our selfishness, our 

appetites, our hurts.  Try as we will to overcome them, we fail time and time 

again.  That convinces us that we need help.  And we believe that Jesus 

can give us that help.  He can forgive our sins and give us the power to 

overcome sin in our lives as we follow his example. 

 When I was a youth director, I often took kids caving- spelunking.  We 

explored wild caves, with no lights except the lights we brought with us, and  

no pathways on which to walk.  We had to find our own way in and out, 

sometimes climbing and sometimes crawling through small tunnels.  In one 

cave in West Virginia, we came to a section known as the crevices.  The 

walls of the cave were narrow at this point, with small ledges sticking out 

from them.  We were about 20-30 feet above the floor of the cave below.  

The only way to pass through this section was to put your feet on opposite 
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sides of the crevice, straddling it, and carefully step on the small protruding 

ledges as you worked your way through. 

 It was a scary section of the cave for some people, and particularly 

for Lisa, one of our adult leaders.  In fact, Lisa just froze.  She couldn’t 

move forward, and she couldn’t move back.  So I made my way back to her 

and told her I needed her to follow me, to put each foot exactly where I put 

my foot and to put her hands exactly where I put mine.  I told her there was 

no need to look up or down, or anywhere else, but just to concentrate on 

each step.  She did.  Very slowly at first, but soon she began to calm 

herself and we got her through the crevices and into the rest of the cave 

which had additional challenges for her! 

 That’s a little like following Jesus.  Sometimes living according to his 

ways seems impossible!  Forgiving those who have harmed us.  Giving 

generously of our time and talent and treasure.  Living a sexually pure life.   

Advocating for those who cannot advocate for themselves.  Only saying 

things that build people up.  All of that can be overwhelming for us.  But 

Jesus invites us to take it one step at a time, following his example.  To 

forgive that one person this time.  To give generously this week.  To resist 

sexual temptation today.  That’s following Jesus, one step at a time, but it is 

only possible if we trust that he has our best interest at heart, and that the 

Holy Spirit is there to help. 
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 Tim Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in NYC, puts it 

like this:  “Let’s say you have a friend who is dying of some terrible disease.  

So you take him to the doctor and the doctor says, ‘I have a remedy for 

you.  If you just follow my advice you will be healed and you will live a long 

and fruitful life, but there’s only one problem:  while you’re taking my 

remedy, you can’t eat chocolate.’  Now what if your friend turned to you and 

said, ‘Forget it.  No chocolate?  What’s the use of living?  I’ll follow the 

doctor’s remedy, but I will also keep eating chocolate!’ (There’s a real 

spiritual parallel here.) 

 If Christ is really God, then all your conditions about following him are 

gone.  To know Jesus Christ is to say, ‘Lord, I will obey.  There are no 

conditions anymore.’  If he’s really God, he can’t just be a supplement.  We 

have to come to him and say, ‘OK, Lord, I’m willing to let you start a 

complete reordering of my life.’” (end quote) 

 Being a follower of Jesus means admitting our need for help with our 

lives, and entrusting the decisions about how we will live to him.  And 

following Jesus also has implications for the church.  We preachers must 

proclaim the whole gospel, including those hard parts that call for a deep 

level of commitment.  And churches have to take hard stands sometimes.  

Now, most of you know that I’ve been critical of mainline churches like ours 

at times.  But to our credit, we have been willing to take unpopular stands.  
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Mainline churches took a stand against segregation and in favor of civil 

rights when those stands were very unpopular.  We took a stand against 

the war in Viet Nam, and questioned the morality and wisdom of going to 

war against Iraq.  And while our society is divided about the issue of same-

sex marriage, I think we can all agree with the stand of mainline churches 

that gay and lesbian people should be treated fairly and justly.  We don’t 

always get it right, but our denomination has been willing to risk taking 

unpopular stands.  I think that’s part of what it means to follow Jesus. 

 So, are you a fan or a follower?  And, if you’d like to be a follower, 

what would the next step be for you?  What’s keeping you from taking that 

it? 


