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“Not Exactly a Rousing Start” Luke 4:14-30 4/24/16 

 This morning we begin a series of sermons from the gospel of Luke, 

which is probably my favorite gospel.  The goal of the series is to help us 

see Jesus in a new way, to re-connect with his example and teaching, and 

discover what difference that might make in the way we live.  You might 

want to read the passage for the sermon ahead of time each week.  You 

can find it in your newsletter, or in each week’s bulletin, if I can remember 

to put it in!  You could also consider just reading through Luke over the next 

ten weeks.  You’d need to read 2-3 chapters each week. 

 We’re skipping over the first few chapters, which have to do with 

Jesus’ birth, since we usually cover those pretty well during the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  We’re beginning with chapter 4, right after Jesus’ 

baptism and temptation by the devil, at the very beginning of his public 

ministry.  I’ll begin in verse 14. 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 

report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to 

teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16When he came 

to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 

the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll 

of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
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has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he 

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. (Luke 4:14-20)  

Jesus began his public ministry in the region of Galilee, and his fame- 

presumably because of his teaching and miracles, spread throughout the 

area.  He came to his hometown of Nazareth, where he had been raised, 

and went to the synagogue “as was his custom.”  I would like to point out 

that if Jesus thought he needed to go to church each week, we probably 

do, too!  I’m sure he found lots of things to disagree with there, but he still 

attended.  Just sayin’… 

 Worship in the synagogue was fairly simple.  After an opening prayer, 

there were readings from the Scriptures.  Members of the congregation 

would stand to do these readings.  Then, either a member of the 

congregation, or a visiting rabbi would explain and teach about the 

passages that had been read.  The teacher would sit to teach in a special 

seat that was reserved for this purpose.   

At the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah.  It 

may have been the assigned reading of the day, or Jesus may have 

chosen it himself.  It bears repeating:   
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 

the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 

on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:18-21) 

Wow!  I’ll bet you could have heard a pin drop as Jesus began to 

teach that day!  Jesus said that his work would fulfil these verses, so it is 

important to pay careful attention to them.  They are found in the 61st 

chapter of the prophet Isaiah, written while God’s people Israel were in 

exile in Babylon.  They look forward to a day when a leader, empowered by 

the Spirit, would bring good news to the poor, proclaim release to the 

captives, and give sight to the blind.  The idea that God is on the side of the 

vulnerable and the powerless is found throughout the Old Testament, going 

back to the rescue of God’s enslaved people in Egypt, in the Psalms, and 

all the way through the Prophets, who thundered against those who 

exploited the poor and needy. 

Jesus was carrying on the tradition of the Old Testament prophets in 

his work, liberating those who were most vulnerable, and welcoming those 
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on the outside.  As we’ll see in the coming weeks, this is a special 

emphasis in Luke’s gospel.   

Since this was Jesus’ priority, it follows that when we are doing work 

to help the poor and needy, we are carrying on his work.  When we help 

with Gettysburg CARES and Ruth’s Harvest.  When we go on mission trips.  

When our church gives part of our annual budget to support local and 

international missions to needy people.  When $30,000 from our capital 

campaign is used to drill a well and purify water in Cuidad Hidalgo, Mexico 

so people there, including young children, don’t get sick from drinking their 

own water.  When we do these things, we are continuing Jesus’ work. 

Now look at verse 19.  Jesus said he did these things “to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:19)  The verse probably refers to a 

special year in the history of Israel, the year of Jubilee.  In the Old 

Testament, every 50th year was declared to be a Jubilee year.  The fields 

would lie fallow, all debts would be forgiven, slaves would be freed, and the 

land would return to its original owners even if it had been sold.  This kept 

wealth from becoming too concentrated among a few people.  It was a year 

dedicated to bringing liberation to those who were in need and oppressed, 

and bringing social justice to the land.  It was a pretty radical concept. 

In proclaiming good news to the poor, liberation to other vulnerable 

people, and freedom from the bondage of sin to all people, Jesus was 
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inaugurating a new year of Jubilee.  That’s what Jesus said that his ministry 

was all about.  But the story doesn’t end there.  

 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 

from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, 

“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And 

you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard 

you did at Capernaum.’” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is 

accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many 

widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three 

years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 

26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in 

Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 

Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 

28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They 

got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on 

which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he 

passed through the midst of them and went on his way. (Luke 4:21-30) 

 Well, that was an unexpected turn of events!  Things sounded so 

promising, but then they turned on a dime.  Keep in mind that what we 

have here is a very brief summary of Jesus’ teaching that day, which 

probably included discussion with those in attendance.  At first the people 



6 
 

seem pleased with Jesus, although some wondered how Joseph’s boy 

came to know all of these things!  Then, some begin clamoring to see some 

of the miracles that Jesus had been doing elsewhere- in Capernaum, for 

example.   

 Jesus perceives that they didn’t really care much about his claims 

and his teaching, but just want to see a show!  So he reminds them that 

prophets in the past often didn’t do their best work in their hometowns, or 

even in their own country.  The prophets Elijah and Elisha, for example, 

both did significant miracles- but not for their fellow citizens of Israel- but 

instead for outsiders, for Gentiles of all people!  The implication is that 

Jesus isn’t going to do any miracles for his homeboys, either.  Clearly, the 

people weren’t having that!  They run Jesus out of town, planning to kill 

him!  (Which makes me wonder if I need to be a little more careful about 

what I say in my sermons!) 

 The passage reminds us that being faithful to God’s call on our lives  

can be costly and requires a lot of courage.  Some people won’t like it when 

we advocate for the poor and those who are vulnerable in our society.  For 

people of color, for immigrants, for homeless people and prisoners, for 

those with disabilities, for those who work full-time but can’t earn enough to 

live on, for drug addicts, etc.  You can get people pretty riled up today 

talking about those issues.  Just listen to our political candidates!  Now I 
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concede that people may have legitimate differences over how best to help 

vulnerable people in our society.  But what followers of Jesus can never do 

is to ignore the plight of such people, or worse- blame them for the ills of 

our society.  Not if we claim to be followers of Jesus, for he announced that 

helping the vulnerable was what his ministry was all about from the very 

beginning.   

So, it is fair to ask, how are you doing in following Jesus’ example to 

take up the cause of those who are in need?  You can do that in local 

hands-on ways, through mission trips, through financial giving, as well as 

through advocacy and political action.  How are you doing in following 

Jesus’ example to help those who are in need?  And, if you are a person 

who is poor, or vulnerable in some other way, remember that Jesus has 

your back!  And so should God’s people. 

 I’d like to end with a “P.S” for this sermon.  I’d like to point out that 

this little passage at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry is Luke’s way of 

foreshadowing what his whole ministry is going to look like.  Jesus is 

popular for a while as he teaches and works miracles.  Then, he is 

misunderstood, or perhaps understood too clearly, and rejected, angering 

people to the point that they want to kill him.  That’s a pretty good summary 

of Jesus’ ministry, isn’t it?  I look forward to walking with Jesus with you in 

Luke’s gospel over the next weeks. 


