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“A Living Savior Does More Than You Think” Matt. 28:1-10  3/31/13 

 In Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, there is a great 

scene that captures some of the wonder of Easter.  Tom Sawyer, Huck 

Finn, and Joe Harper had set off on a raft down the Mississippi River 

pretending to be pirates.  No one saw them again after that.  After some 

time, the townspeople, certain they were dead, held a funeral for them on 

Sunday morning.  The people filed solemnly into the sanctuary for the 

service.  The preacher talked a lot about the three boys, with stories so 

touching that the people felt pangs of guilt that they had missed all the 

good in the boys, focusing instead on their many faults and flaws.  Soon 

everyone was sobbing with grief. 

 About that time there was a noise in the back balcony, and the back 

door creaked open.  The minister looked up and stood still as a statue.  In 

walked Tom, then Joe, and then Huck, and they made their way down the 

isle.  They had been hiding in the balcony, watching their own funeral 

service.  The congregation rushed to embrace the boys and the minister 

led the congregation in the hearty singing of the Doxology.  “Praise God 

from whom all blessings flow!”  What a scene it was! 

 The first Easter Sunday was something like that.  People were 

grieving deeply for someone they loved, only to be shocked when they 

learn that he is not dead after all!  He’s alive!  Risen from the grave!  And 
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that event has profound implications for us today, because our world 

desperately needs a living Savior, not a dead one. 

 We need a living Savior on a personal level, as some of us are 

dealing with families seemingly broken beyond repair.  Health issues that 

plague us or threaten our very lives.  Jobs we can’t stand.  Finances that 

are inadequate for our needs.  Guilt that just won’t go away.  Addictions 

that won’t let go.  A God that seems far away.  Or a never-ending search 

for a sense of purpose for our lives.  We need a living Savior in our 

personal lives. 

 And Lord knows we need a Savior on a national level.  A Congress 

paralyzed by partisanship.  An economy that is slow to recover.  Deep 

divisions on immigration, gay marriage, gun violence, and health care.  

Ongoing threats from terrorists.  A war in Afghanistan that continues to take 

lives and vast sums of money.  We seem unable to cope with these 

problems on our own.  Our nation needs a living Savior. 

 The rest of our world needs a living Savior, too.  Dangerous crises in 

Syria, North Korea, Iran, and parts of Africa.  Economic crises in Europe.  

Ongoing issues of hunger, the lack of clean water, and absence of medical 

care.  The routinely-accepted abuse and subjugation of women in many 

places.  And the challenges of climate change.  We need a living Savior on 

an international level, as well as on a national and personal level.  We need 

a Savior who is actively involved in the world today. 



 3
 The good news is that we’ve got one!  Listen to the Easter story as it 

begins in Matt. 28:1. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. (Matt. 28:1)   

The two Marys, probably Jesus’ mother along with Mary Magdalene, were 

the last people to see Jesus on Friday.  They were with him throughout his 

ordeal that day.  They saw him mercilessly flogged and watched him hang 

on the cross for six agonizing hours.  They saw the spear plunged into his 

side.  They saw him lowered from the cross, wound in the heavy grave 

clothes and placed in that rock-hewn tomb, sealed with an enormous round 

stone.  There was no doubt in their minds that he was dead.  They were 

coming Sunday morning to pay homage, or perhaps finish the embalming 

work that could only be completed after the Sabbath had ended.   

 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For 

fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 

Don’t try and explain this.  It is clearly a supernatural, transcendent event.  

God intervened in human history, and as usually happens in the Bible, 

people trembled in fear when God or his angels make an appearance.  
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 5But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.  

The angel has no desire to frighten the women.  He tells them the 

extraordinary news that Jesus has been raised from the dead!  In fact, he 

reminds them that Jesus has been raised “as he said” he would!  

Apparently this angel was paying attention while Jesus was on earth!  He 

shows them the empty tomb, the same one they had seen Jesus laid in two 

days before.  Then he gives them a task.  

 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, 

and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” 

This is my message for you.’   

You see, Jesus’ work has not ended.  It will be continued through his many 

followers.  The women have an important task to get the ball rolling.  What 

do they do?  

8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 

They did what the angel told them to do.  I love the fact that the Bible 

doesn’t hide the fact that they are emotionally confused.  They are still 

afraid- of the angel?  Of the Roman authorities?  We don’t know!  But they 

are also filled with joy at the prospect that Jesus is alive.  In spite of their 

mixed feelings, they follow God’s command to them. 
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 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, 

took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 

me.’ 

These women were having quite a morning!  While they are doing what 

God told them to do, they have their own encounter with Jesus.  When 

Jesus meets them, notice what he says.  Our translation says “Greetings!”  

But it would be better translated from the original Greek as “Rejoice!”  

There it is again- joy on Easter morning!  Then Jesus reiterates their 

mission to go and tell, and off they go. 

 Jesus is on the move once again, and continues to be to this very 

day.  A Living Savior.  And that is extraordinarily good news for us if we’re 

dealing with those kinds of crises that I mentioned before.  Writer Madeline 

L’Engle said that when we feel like saying, “My God, My God, why have 

you forsaken me?”- the words Jesus prayed on the cross- the answer is 

Easter- just like it was for Jesus.  God has not abandoned you.  We serve a 

living Savior, who has power over death and therefore eases our fears of it.   

Who has power over sin and can therefore offer full pardon and forgiveness 

to us no matter what we’ve done.  Who desires to help us in whatever 

situation we find ourselves.  And who wants to help us discover the 

purpose for which we were created.  Only a living Savior can do that!  

That’s why Jesus can make this promise to his disciples and to us at the 
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end of Matthew’s gospel,   “And remember, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” (Matt. 28:20b) Not “I was with you,” but “I am with you!” 

 Jesus is still active today in redeeming our world.  Many of you have 

heard of South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  He was a courageous, 

public opponent of the horribly evil policy of apartheid, which kept black 

Africans oppressed and abused for centuries in his home country.  

Following the fall of apartheid, he oversaw the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission, an attempt to bring peace between blacks and whites in that 

deeply divided, emotionally-charged country.  For two years he listened to 

tales of brutal assaults and rapes and murders ,yet emerged with his faith 

strengthened!   

 He said, “For us who are Christians, the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ is proof positive that love is stronger than hate, that life is 

stronger than death, that light is stronger than darkness, that laughter and 

joy, and compassion and gentleness and truth, all these are so much 

stronger than their ghastly counterparts.”  The Bishop was no Pollyana.  He 

had seen the full, awful power of sin and hate, and yet he was convinced 

that because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, because we serve a Living 

Savior, God is able to transform entire nations and is doing so today!  

 God’s plan is to use us to carry out his work in the world.  Like the 

women in the story, we are to tell others the Good News of a living Savior.  

Like them, we may be afflicted with a mixture of faith, fear, and doubt as we 
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do so.  That’s OK.  Jesus never condemned them for that.  He just wanted 

them to go and tell what they knew to be true.  For us, that means telling 

others how God makes a difference in our lives- telling that to our children 

and young adults here at church.  And reaching out to those outside the 

church, telling them how your faith makes a difference in your life.  Inviting 

people to come with you to church events- simply inviting someone you like 

to do something with you that you enjoy.   

 In addition to telling, God invites us to join in his work in the world, 

providing healing and comfort to those who suffer.  Advocating for justice 

for those who are not getting a fair shake.  We can do that by going on 

mission trips, by generously giving to mission work, and by speaking up at 

work or school or in our community. 

 In 2002 a group of Christians in Peru and in 19 Midwest Presbyterian 

congregations had just formed an organization called “Joining Hands” when 

they got a call from a woman in La Oroya, Peru, begging for their help.  Her 

town was overwhelmed with children with severe health problems.  She 

suspected the source was a large local smelting plant owned by a St. Louis 

company.  The Joining Hands folks were concerned, but weren’t prepared 

to help with anything on this scale and political complexity.  Nevertheless, 

they sent a few people to visit La Oroya.  They were shocked at what they 

saw.  They saw children with all kinds of physical and mental issues, who 

were living alongside an antiquated smelter that emitted more than 1000 
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tons of toxic emissions each day.  They arranged for a researcher from a 

poison control unit in Ohio to come and do lead testing on 60 children.  The 

researcher found that almost all of them were severely lead-poisoned- 

some with 6 times the acceptable levels.  Other US public health officials 

got involved and finally the Catholic Archbishop over La Oroya intervened 

with the smelter owners to arrange for an independent assessment of the 

condition of the children.  It found that 97 percent of the city’s 12,000 

children were suffering from lead poisoning, which can reduce intelligence, 

stunt growth, and cause behavioral problems.   

 Prayer vigils were organized in La Oroya and in the U.S.  The 

Peruvian government got involved and mandated changes in the smelter.  

The company has been slow to comply, but pollution levels have 

decreased, and local residents are much more aware of the dangers of the 

pollution and ways to minimize their children’s exposure to it. 

 I have no doubt that the work of protecting children’s health in La 

Oroya is the kind of work that Jesus is doing today!  And he used ordinary 

church folks in Peru and in Ohio, Illinois, and Missouri to bring it about.  A 

living Savior is at work in the world in real, practical ways through folks like 

you and me.  How is Jesus using you to carry out his work in the world?  

How could he use you if you were willing? 


