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“Expected and Unexpected”  Luke 24:1-12 Easter 2016 

 When I was a kid, we had a small Five and Dime store in our town, 

known as Peter Pan.  I would go there often on my bike to pick up candy, 

buy little gifts for my family, and so on.  But every year in the weeks before 

Easter, I would go for another reason.  They sold baby chicks and ducks 

that were different colors!  I vividly remember pink ones, blue ones, and 

even green ones.  I often asked my parents if we could get one, but they 

always turned me down.  They didn’t want pet chickens in our suburban 

Washington, D.C. home! 

 Now we were also regular church-goers, and were therefore very 

tuned in to the Easter message.  I remember our Sunday School teachers 

trying to explain the meaning of Easter to us.  Sometimes they would use 

the illustration of eggs bringing forth baby chicks, cocoons that become 

butterflies, as well as seeds planted in the ground that become flowers- all 

in order to explain the new life that comes because of the resurrection.  

Even as a kid, I could see that this illustration worked in some ways, but not 

in others.  You see, eggs hatching chicks and seeds growing into plants do 

appear to be almost miraculous, but they really aren’t.  In fact, they are 

entirely expected.  Eggs are supposed to hatch into chicks and seeds are 

supposed to grow into plants.  On the other hand, the resurrection of Jesus 

was so completely unexpected, that even his followers were stunned by it!  



2 
 

And I think that’s what makes it so jarring for us, and why it still has 

meaning for us today. 

 Listen, as I read the story.   

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 

taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body.  

(Luke 24:1-3) 

 Let’s review what’s happening here.  On Friday afternoon, a group of 

women had accompanied Jesus’ body to its tomb. There were no funeral 

directors in those days, so it was up to family and friends (generally the 

women) to prepare the body for burial, covering it with specially prepared 

spices and ointments.  The Sabbath day began at sunset on Friday, which 

was the same time Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb.  Since Jews were 

strictly prohibited from doing any work on the Sabbath, the women wrapped 

his body in linen and left it.  Now they were returning on Sunday morning to 

finish caring for it. 

 They expected to need help moving the stone to open the tomb, and 

then expected to find the body where they had left it on Friday.  But that’s 

not what they saw.  The large stone had already been moved and the body 

was nowhere to be found.  Unexpected.  The story continues. 
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4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 

clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their 

faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he 

told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed 

over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” (Luke 

4:4-7) 

 The two men in dazzling clothes are identified in the other gospels as 

angels, and the women are understandably afraid of these other-worldly 

beings.  But the angels’ words to them are wonderful, and would change 

the course of human history:  “Why do you look for the living among the 

dead?  Jesus isn’t here.  He is risen!  Don’t you remember what he told 

you?  This is all part of God’s plan.”  Apparently, the women had forgotten 

Jesus’ words, or just didn’t understand them at the time.  Here’s what 

happened next.  

8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told 

all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, 

Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who 

told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, 

and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
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stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 

went home, amazed at what had happened. (Luke 24:8-12) 

 After the reminder of the angels, the women do remember Jesus’ 

words and quickly go to report all of this to the disciples and other followers 

of Jesus.  This news is so completely unexpected by the disciples, that they 

quickly dismiss the report of the women… except for Peter, who goes to 

check it out for himself and is amazed by what he sees.  And later that day, 

when Peter and the others do encounter the risen Christ, it changes them 

forever.  Let’s think together about why that is.  I think it has something to 

do with the unexpected nature of the resurrection. 

 Beginning with Genesis 3 and continuing through the entire Old 

Testament, we find a pretty good summary of the way things are.  There 

are some good things- crops, wine, rain in a dry climate, love, children and 

family.  But there are also pretty awful things, beginning with the first 

murder in just the 4th chapter of the Genesis!  In that first book of the Bible 

alone, we find stealing, unfaithfulness, betrayal, prostitution, rape, and war.  

We find people enslaving each other, and women being treated as 

property.  We find lying and deception, and the breaking of promises.   

The Bible tells us that the reason that these awful things happened is 

because people turned away from the God who made them; they were 
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trying to live independent of their Creator, and they were failing miserably.  

They found themselves estranged from God, and didn’t know how to be 

reunited with him, or to repair the damage they had done to their human 

relationships.  The biblical writers are clear that we were designed to live in 

relationship with God, and without that relationship, we are lost.  That 

hasn’t changed.  

We see it today in the high divorce rate.  In insidious racism.  In the 

mistreatment of women all around the world.  We see it in tensions 

between nations, in the rise of terrorism, in the fact that many in our world 

are hungry, while we struggle to figure out where to put everything we own.  

Over time, we began to accept all of this as simply the way things are.  

“What are you going to do?” we say.  This is the way we’ve come to expect 

things to be.  We feel powerless to do anything about it. 

 The cross and resurrection, however, are entirely unexpected.  In the 

cross, God reaches out in deep love for all people, the very creatures who 

have turned their backs on him and rebelled against his ways, causing pain 

to others and abusing his beloved creation.  At the cross, the world threw 

its very worst at God, torturing and executing God’s innocent Son, Jesus.  

But in a grand reversal, God used this awful act to restore his relationship 

with humanity as Jesus paid the penalty for our sins on the cross.  It’s kind 

of like a divine judo move, using the force of evil to bring about good.   



6 
 

 And in the resurrection, Jesus demonstrates that he has overcome 

the power of evil and death!  When Jesus was on the cross, it appeared 

that sin and death and evil had won.  But the resurrection shows that in 

fact, it was Jesus who won!  Sin and death are defeated!  The life we have 

grown to expect, filled with pain and disappointment and hardship, has 

been redeemed.  We have hope for a new, better life through this risen 

Savior. 

 And although sin and evil and death continue to have power in this 

world, we see glimpses of the world God intends us to have even now.  

Right here at GPC we see some of these glimpses, when people sacrifice 

their time and money to help others in need in our community and in places 

all around our world.  Like the water project we are funding in Cuidad 

Hidalgo, Mexico that will provide clean water for 10,000 people!  We see 

other glimpses of the new life God wants for us when people who have 

been estranged from each other let go of their grudges and forgive each 

other so they can be reconciled.  When our prayers are answered and 

people are healed of their diseases or overcome their addictions, and when 

people of color are treated with respect.  But there is still an awful lot of evil 

in the world.  If Jesus defeated evil, why is that? 

 Theologian Oscar Cullman used a classic illustration from the end of 

WWII to help us understand the time in which we live.  When the allies 
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successfully landed in France on D-day, establishing beachheads which 

would enable them to supply their troops, the war was essentially over. 

There was simply no way for the Germans to win.  However, there were 

many more hills and towns to be taken, battles to be fought, and lives to be 

lost before actual victory was achieved.  That’s the difference between D-

day and V-day- Victory day.  And that’s where we live.  Between D-day and 

V-day.  In the resurrection, Jesus broke the power of sin and death.  He 

demonstrated decisively that he will win.  The outcome is no longer in 

doubt.  Good will triumph over evil, and death will not have the final word.  

But the war isn’t over.  Sin and death continue, and it’s easy for us to get 

discouraged.  Faith is believing that eventually God’s love through Jesus 

will prevail. 

 This good news gives us hope to keep fighting for good alongside 

Jesus, in a world where it is easy to get discouraged, expecting things to 

stay just as they are.  So be encouraged by resurrection hope and continue 

to do the good God is calling you to do. 

 Finally, a word to those of you who may have trouble believing.  You 

are not alone.  I love the fact that the gospel writers all report the doubt of 

the disciples!  It reminds us that there’s nothing new or wrong with having 

doubts.  But don’t get stuck in them.  I encourage you to be like Peter in our 

story, who doubted, yet went and checked it out for himself.  It’s easy to 
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doubt.  Anyone can do it.  But it takes real courage to question your doubts 

and check them out for yourself.  Why not do that?  Do some research.  

Talk with people who have studied these things.  I’d be glad to get you 

started.  Doubts are normal, but don’t let yourself get stuck in them. 


