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The Bible in Fifteen Minutes Ps. 77:11-20 3/9/14 

 When I was a kid I really enjoyed this time of year- because it’s 

Spring training for baseball!  I would read about the new players and 

all the storylines for my favorite teams- the Washington Senators and 

Philadelphia Phillies.  No matter how bad the team had been the 

previous year (and the Senators were truly awful!), there was still 

hope that this year could be different!  That Frank Howard, Ed 

Brinkman, Paul Casanova, and the immortal Dick Bosman would 

carry the team to the pennant this year- or at least win more games 

than they lost. 

 Spring training is a time for working on the basics.  Fielding 

drills, getting the sacrifice bunt down, covering the right base in 

various situations, learning the signs, and getting your body in shape 

to play all 162 games.  Spring training is not a lot of fun for the 

players, but it is necessary for success on the baseball diamond. 

 In some ways, the season of Lent- these forty days before 

Easter- is a little bit like Spring training!  It is a time when we evaluate 

our spiritual strengths and weaknesses and work on improving those 

areas that are lagging behind.  This Lent, many of us are participating 

in small groups to help us in that evaluation and strengthening 

process.  We’re using Don McKim’s book, Living Into Lent, which 

contains daily devotionals as well as discussion questions for groups.  
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You can probably still get into a group if you’re interested!  Just let 

John Harmon or me know. 

 The first fundamental that Don McKim highlights is that of 

meditating on or remembering who God is and what God has done.  

There are many places in the Bible where we are encouraged to 

remember the acts of God.  Listen to these words from Psalm 77, 

beginning with verse 11. 

11I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; I will remember your 

wonders of old. 

12I will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds. 

13Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so great as our God? 

14You are the God who works wonders; you have displayed your 

might among the peoples. 

15With your strong arm you redeemed your people, the descendants 

of Jacob and Joseph. 

16When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they 

were afraid; the very deep trembled. 

17The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; your arrows 

flashed on every side. 

18The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lit up 

the world; the earth trembled and shook. 
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19Your way was through the sea, your path, through the mighty 

waters; yet your footprints were unseen. 

20You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

(Ps. 77:11-20) 

 Here the Psalmist reminds himself of how God has intervened 

in the past to save and bless his people.  But that’s not how the 

Psalm starts!  The Psalm begins with the writer complaining to God 

that he has been reaching out to God, begging for help, and nothing 

has happened.  He asks, “Will the Lord spurn forever; and never 

again be favorable?  Has his steadfast love ceased forever?  Are his 

promises at an end for all time?”  (Ps. 77:7,8)  He is clearly 

experiencing a crisis of faith.  And in the midst of that crisis, he 

decides to remember God’s good deeds for Israel in the past.   

 He focuses on the events surrounding the Exodus.  God’s 

wonders in those 10 plagues.  How God split the waters of the Red 

sea and allowed the Israelites to pass, and then how God led the 

people through the wilderness into the promised land under the 

leadership of Moses and Aaron.  These recollections of God’s past 

actions give him hope for the future and confidence for the present 

day. 

 I thought we’d take the rest of this sermon to remember God’s 

actions and interventions in human history as recorded in the Bible- 
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the Bible in 15 minutes (less than 10 actually!).  Perhaps these will 

serve as a framework for you to remember God’s acts during Lent.  

Ready?  Here we go:  The Bible in less than 10 minutes! 

 We begin “in the beginning” when God created all that we see 

as well as a lot that we don’t see!  Genesis 1.  Human beings were 

fashioned in God’s image and given authority to rule over the earth.   

But, by Genesis 3 sin had entered the world through Adam and Eve, 

and soon jealousy and even murder have polluted God’s good 

creation.  The whole remainder of the Bible is an attempt to answer 

the question, “How will God redeem or restore his creation?”  The 

great flood of Noah’s time was an attempt to give humanity a fresh 

start, but sin was persistent and people fell quickly back into the old 

destructive ways. 

 So God decides to work through a particular people- the 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, so that they would be a 

witness for God in the world.  So God makes a covenant with them, 

promising to be their God, to protect them and give them a homeland.  

In turn, they promise to be faithful to God and to obey God’s ways.   

They end up in Egypt which at first is a blessing to them as they 

receive food during a famine, but later it becomes a curse when they 

are enslaved.  In answer to their prayers, God delivers them from 

Egypt as we mentioned before.  On their way to the Promised Land of 
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Canaan, God gives them the gift of the Law- which tells them how 

God has designed them to live- a kind of divine instruction manual! 

 They enter the land of Canaan, and with God’s assistance, 

under leaders called Judges, they take possession of the land.  But 

they fail to live up to their end of the covenant time and time again, 

turning away from God and God’s ways.  They beg for a king, and 

God finally relents to their request and gives them one- Saul, and 

then David, and then Solomon, and then many more.  But kings don’t 

help. 

 The people continue in their unfaithfulness to God, exploiting 

the poor among them and falling into the worship of false gods.  The 

kingdom splits into Northern and Southern kingdoms in a kind of civil 

war.  God sends prophets to call the people back to him, warning 

them of dire consequences if they fail to do so.  They refuse to listen. 

 The Northern Kingdom of Israel is overrun by the Assyrians in 

722 BC.  Its people are carried off into captivity and never heard from 

again.  The Southern kingdom of Judah remains, but bounces in and 

out of faithfulness to God in spite of the continued warnings of God’s 

prophets.  Finally, it too is conquered by a foreign power- the 

Babylonians in 586BC.  Most of the population is carried off into 

Babylon to serve the Babylonian king.  But God sends more 

prophets- Jeremiah and Ezekiel this time- to assure the people that 
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though things look bleak, this is not the end of their relationship with 

God.  And sure enough, 70 years later, Persia defeats Babylon and 

God’s people are released back to Palestine.  And the prophets add 

one more important insight as to what God is up to.  They foretell the 

coming of a Messiah, a Savior, a leader, who will liberate God’s 

people. 

 After that, the Scripture goes silent for about 300 years;  there 

is no word from the Lord.  From other sources, we know that Israel is 

overrun by other empires including the Medes, Greeks, and Romans.  

And when the New Testament opens, we find God’s people under 

Roman occupation. 

 Israel is still longing for the promised Savior.  And God’s rescue 

plan swings into full action.  Jesus, God in the flesh, is born.  He 

attracts many followers as he proclaims the coming Kingdom of God 

and exhorts people to live in light of that coming Kingdom.  He is 

executed as a trouble-maker, but God raises him from the dead, 

vindicating his life and message, and breaking the power of sin and 

death over humanity. 

 After Jesus returns to heaven, he sends his Spirit to empower 

his followers who boldly continue his work and spread the Good 

News of his coming throughout the known world.  Some of the 

leaders in this early movement write letters to one another which 



 7
comprise much of our New Testament.  The Bible ends with the 

Revelation of John, which although difficult to understand, clearly 

affirms the fact that God will ultimately triumph over evil and finally 

restore his creation to its original purposes. 

 There you go- the Bible in less than 10 minutes!  This overview 

demonstrates that God is not passive when it comes to his beloved 

creation.  God is active and resourceful and persistent and intervenes 

repeatedly in human history.  And God continues to be active in lives 

today, empowering us, encouraging us, and helping us especially as 

we do his work in the world.  God is active in your life, just as he was 

during biblical times. 

 I encourage you to meditate on these things during Lent.  

Focus on the fundamentals during this time of preparation, like at 

Spring Training!  Use a daily devotional guide.  Read one of the four 

gospels- which contain the stories of Jesus’ life.  Take part in a small 

group or Sunday school class.  Do those things you need to do to 

allow God to continue shaping you and fitting you for his service. 


