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Gideon:  Act I 
   
 As we move through Lent, we continue to explore what it means to be 
a disciple, a follower of Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament story of Gideon 
illustrates several qualities that are important for followers of Jesus.  We’ll 
look at part of Gideon’s story this week and finish it up next week.  The 
story takes place fairly early in Israel’s history.  God has rescued the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt and helped them enter the promised land of 
Canaan.   But there are already people in Canaan and they are hostile to 
the Hebrews.  Complicating things is the fact that the Israelites continually 
turn away from God to worship of the gods of Canaan, causing God to 
withdraw his protection from them. 
 As the story begins, the Hebrews are being oppressed by the 
Midianites.  The Midianites have the newest military technology- camels!  
So they are able to rapidly sweep into Hebrew settlements and take what 
they want- crops and herds- and they do this on a regular basis.  Gideon is 
a farmer who raises grain, which needs to be threshed to remove the chaff 
from the kernels.  This is usually done on a large, open threshing floor that 
allows the chaff to blow away with the wind.  But this time, Gideon is doing 
his threshing down inside a winepress, trying to hide his grain from any 
passing Midianites. 
 Here’s what happens next.  11Now the angel of the LORD came and 
sat under the oak at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, as his 
son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press, to hide it from the 
Midianites. 12The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The 
LORD is with you, you mighty warrior.” 13Gideon answered him, “But sir, if 
the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are 
all his wonderful deeds that our ancestors recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not 
the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has cast us off, and 
given us into the hand of Midian.” 14Then the LORD turned to him and said, 
“Go in this might of yours and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian; I 
hereby commission you.” 15He responded, “But sir, how can I deliver 
Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
family.” 16The LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike 
down the Midianites, every one of them.” 17Then he said to him, “If now I 
have found favor with you, then show me a sign that it is you who speak 
with me. 
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 18Do not depart from here until I come to you, and bring out my present, 
and set it before you.” And he said, “I will stay until you return.” (Judges 
6:11-18) 
 Gideon doesn’t make a great first impression here, does he?  First of 
all, he’s hiding in fear from the Midianites.  That makes the angel’s 
description of him as a “Mighty Warrior” sound a little like a joke!  And when 
the angel of the Lord tells him that the Lord is with him, Gideon argues that 
it sure doesn’t look like God is with them!  Maybe God used to be with 
them, like when he liberated them from Egypt, but not anymore.  Then the 
angel commissions him to deliver his people from the Midianites.  Gideon 
protests that he isn’t qualified, and then demands some kind of sign from 
the angel to prove that what he is saying is true.  Again, not a great first 
impression! 
 But God often calls folks who don’t appear to be the best choice.  
Someone once said that God doesn’t call the qualified, but that he qualifies 
the called.  That’s certainly the case with Gideon.  And maybe that gives 
some of us hope, too!  We’ll talk more about that later, but let’s continue 
with the story!   
19So Gideon went into his house and prepared a kid, and unleavened 
cakes from an ephah of flour; the meat he put in a basket, and the broth he 
put in a pot, and brought them to him under the oak and presented them. 
20The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, 
and put them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And he did so. 21Then 
the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand, 
and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes; and fire sprang up from 
the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes; and the angel 
of the LORD vanished from his sight. 22Then Gideon perceived that it was 
the angel of the LORD; and Gideon said, “Help me, Lord GOD! For I have 
seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23But the LORD said to him, 
“Peace be to you; do not fear, you shall not die.” 24Then Gideon built an 
altar there to the LORD, and called it, The LORD is peace. To this day it still 
stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites. (Judges 6:19-24) 
 The angel provides the proof that doubting Gideon needed, by 
zapping the meal he had prepared in a pre-microwave miracle.  Gideon 
suddenly becomes afraid, which seems to be his default setting, and the 
angel needs to assure him that he will be all right.  Gideon builds an altar, a 
place to worship God on the spot.  And now things start to get serious.  
25That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull, the second bull 
seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that belongs to your father, 
and cut down the sacred pole that is beside it; 26and build an altar to the 
LORD your God on the top of the stronghold here, in proper order; then take 
the second bull, and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the sacred 
pole that you shall cut down.” 
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 27So Gideon took ten of his servants, and did as the LORD had told him; 
but because he was too afraid of his family and the townspeople to do it by 
day, he did it by night. (Judges 6:25-27) 
 Gideon still would not be mistaken for a fearless leader, but he does 
the most important thing- he obeys the Word of the Lord.  He pulls down 
the altar for Baal, creates a new altar for God, and offers a burnt offering on 
it, using the pagan, sacred pole for firewood.  Let’s stop a minute to talk 
about idols and false gods, because false gods were not just a problem for 
ancient people; they’re a problem for us today.  You see, a god is anything 
that we count on to meet our basic needs.  And we will sacrifice most 
anything to that god in order to get what we need.  Here are a few 
contemporary gods. 
 How about human love?  Yale scholar, Simon May, recently wrote a 
book entitled, “Love:  A History,” in which he argues that human love has 
become a god.  He writes, “Human love…is now tasked with achieving 
what once only divine love was thought capable of:  to be our ultimate 
source of meaning and happiness.”  He believes we’ve changed the biblical 
statement “God is love,” to the current belief, “Love is god.”  I think that 
many of us trust human love to meet our deepest needs, and human love is 
a wonderful thing.  But it’s not capable of meeting our deepest needs for 
meaning and happiness, and the many broken relationships all around us 
testify to that. 
 How about our work?  Many of us give our time and energy, and even 
compromise our souls for our work.  Work can be a wonderful experience, 
but it can also become a demanding god, extacting everything we’ve got, 
promising true fulfillment, which it can never deliver. 
 Or, how about security?  As a nation, we have often been tempted to 
go to war and compromise our values in an effort to be more secure.  But 
complete security can never be achieved in a fallen world.  Again, we 
compromise our souls, spend great sums of money and human lives for the 
god of security, and don’t get what we were promised in return.  Consider 
our recent experience in Iraq. 
 Can you think of other contemporary gods?  Many people follow the 
gods of money, pleasure, technology, and fame, only to find that all these 
gods are very demanding, but can deliver little of what they promise us.  
That is the problem with false gods, be they ancient gods like Baal, or 
these more contemporary gods.  That is why from the beginning, God was 
so adamant that his followers have nothing to do with them.  Yet they 
continue to call to us and tempt us.  Tim Keller, pastor of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church in NYC reminds us that “Worship is pulling our 
affections off our idols and putting them on God.”  That’s an important part 
of why we’re here every Sunday, to pull our affections off our idols and put 
them on God. 
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 OK.  In tearing down the idol dedicated to Baal, Gideon is 
undercutting the god in which his own family had put their trust.  That was a 
dangerous thing to do!  And Gideon had enough sense (or fear) not to do it 
out in the open during the day.  But, in spite of all his flaws, Gideon did 
obey God, and that’s the crucial point.  Like Gideon, you may be a deeply 
flawed person as you sit here this morning.  Fear may have caused you to 
doubt God and fail him in countless ways.  You may be ensnared by other 
gods or by habits which are destructive to you.  But that doesn’t have to be 
the end of the story.  You can ask for God’s help and begin to obey him, 
like Gideon did.  And God may use you to do great things.  Listen to what 
happens next.  
28When the townspeople rose early in the morning, the altar of Baal was 
broken down, and the sacred pole beside it was cut down, and the second 
bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 29So they said to one 
another, “Who has done this?” After searching and inquiring, they were 
told, “Gideon son of Joash did it.” 30Then the townspeople said to Joash, 
“Bring out your son, so that he may die, for he has pulled down the altar of 
Baal and cut down the sacred pole beside it.” 31But Joash said to all who 
were arrayed against him, “Will you contend for Baal? Or will you defend 
his cause? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by morning. If 
he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar has been pulled 
down.” 32Therefore on that day Gideon was called Jerubbaal, that is to say, 
“Let Baal contend against him,” because he pulled down his altar. (Judges 
6:28-32) 
 Thank God for wise and courageous people like Joash, Gideon’s 
father!  He reminded the people that if Baal was real, then Baal could take 
revenge on Gideon.  They didn’t need to do anything.  It was a close call for 
Gideon, but true to the angel’s promise, God was with him.  And God is 
with you! 
 During these remaining weeks of Lent, I encourage you to reflect on 
your own life, identifying the gods that tempt you.  Then ask God’s help to 
turn away from them and begin to depend on him to meet your deepest 
needs.  Also, look for ways to obey his commands, even when doing so 
requires a great deal of courage.  And remember, God is with you!  We’ll 
see what else we can learn from the rest of Gideon’s story next week. 
 


