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The Heavens are Telling  Psalm 19  Feb. 16, 2014 

 When I was growing up, space exploration was a new and very 

exciting thing.  Many of us kids wanted to be astronauts, and I remember 

launching things toward the heavens using big slingshots, balloons, and 

everything I could find.  I once launched my brother’s small turtle, “Buster,” 

carefully packing him in a matchbox with a well-tested parachute attached.  

Everything went according to plan, but when we retrieved the box and 

opened it up, Buster wasn’t in there!  He may have ejected at the launch.  

He may have been raptured!  But, we never found him.  I don’t think my 

brother has ever forgiven me for that! 

 Most of us have wondered at one time or another, just what is out 

there in space.  I found these words in a National Geographic magazine 

from a few years ago to be helpful.  After noting the recent discovery of 

residual radiation in space from a time before the galaxies were formed, the 

article states, “The data give a precise age to the universe: 13.7 billion 

years, plus or minus 200 million years.  Perhaps more significantly, the 

data support the idea of a cosmic inflation, a variant of the big bang 

(theory).  The inflationary theory states that very early in the expansion, the 

cosmos suddenly inflated, becoming unimaginably vast in a fraction of a 

second.  (This accords well, by the way, with those words from Genesis 1, 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”)  
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 The article continues, “If (this theory) is correct, the universe really is 

more than a million trillion trillion trillion times larger than the already 

enormous visible cosmos.  It’s practically infinite in scale.”  Did you get 

that?  We can see a long way into space with the Hubble telescope, 

observing thousands of distant galaxies.  But this new data suggest that the 

universe is a gazillion times bigger than we ever imagined it would be!  

With this in mind, let’s read Psalm 19:1-6.  

1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

   and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.  

2 Day to day pours forth speech, 

   and night to night declares knowledge.  

3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 

   their voice is not heard;  

4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

   and their words to the end of the world.  

 

In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,  

5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 

   and like a strong man runs its course with joy.  

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
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   and its circuit to the end of them; 

   and nothing is hidden from its heat.  

 “The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament 

proclaims his handiwork.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night 

declares knowledge.”  (Ps. 19:1,2) The idea here is that creation is 

constantly proclaiming something about its Maker.  It is brimming with life 

and vibrancy and cannot but help to testify to the glory of God.   

 Notice that the Psalm doesn’t say that God and the creation are the 

same thing.  That belief is called pantheism, and is popular in Hinduism.  

Those who believe that God is the creation are tempted to worship it, as all 

of the ancient religions around Israel did.  They worshiped the sun and 

moon and stars and various creatures.  This belief has re-surfaced in some 

contemporary New Age teaching, arguing again that God and the creation 

are the same thing.  The Psalmist will have none of that.  God is far above 

and beyond and distinct from the creation. God isn’t the creation;  God is 

the Creator! 

 In addition, Psalm 19 challenges the modern idea that everything can 

be explained naturally, as a result of chance.  No, the Psalmist says.  There 

is a Creator, a Designer, and that Creator can be known from what he has 

created. 
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  The apostle Paul puts it like this in Romans 1:19. (SLIDE #3) “For 

what can be known about God is plain to (humanity), because God has 

shown it to them.  Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power 

and divine nature, invisible though they were, have been understood and 

seen through the things he has made.”  So all Creation is speaking to us 

about God.  What exactly does it tell us?  Here are a couple of ideas. 

 1.  The creation testifies to the existence of God.  Those who do not 

believe in God struggle to explain why there is something instead of 

nothing!  Even if natural processes are used to explain the emergence of 

the universe, what started it all?  It’s the issue of First Cause.  More and 

more, those who study the beginnings of the cosmos are coming to believe 

that there must be some kind of Creator behind all of this.  They are 

stymied in trying to find natural explanations for so many irreducible 

complexities and for the tremendous balance of the universe.  The creation 

testifies to the existence of God. 

 2.  The creation also testifies to the intelligence of God.  Consider 

your own body, a very small part of Creation.  And let’s just look at your 

lungs.  Your lungs contain 1000 miles of capillaries, tiny tubes which take 

oxygen from the air and expel carbon dioxide.  The process of exchanging 

oxygen for carbon dioxide is so complicated that Dr. John Medina, genetic 

engineer at the University of Washington, says, “It is more difficult to 
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exchange oxygen for carbon dioxide than for a man shot out of a cannon to 

carve the Lord’s prayer on the head of a pin as he passes by!”  Yet our 

bodies are designed to do it routinely with no effort on our part, minute after 

minute, hour after hour, day after day, year after year. 

 In addition, 1.8 meters of DNA (about two yards) is folded into the 

nucleus of each cell in your body.  That nucleus is microscopic, only 6 

microns long.  That’s like trying to put 30 miles of fishing line into a cherry 

pit.  And the DNA is not just stuffed in there.  It is carefully folded in.  If 

folded one way, the cell becomes a skin cell.  If another way, a liver cell.  

And so on.  To write out the information contained in one cell in your body 

would take 300 volumes, each volume 500 pages thick. 

 You get the point.  The intricacy of creation testifies to an intelligence 

far above anything we can even imagine. 

 3.  Creation also testifies to God’s power.  The power needed to 

create and sustain just our own solar system is beyond comprehension.  

Even the power we can observe on our planet is overwhelming.  Volcanos, 

hurricanes, tornados, lightning, earthquakes, the forces of the oceans, and 

even big snowstorms all demonstrate God’s amazing power. 

 4.  Finally, the creation shows that God is a God of beauty.  Consider 

the oceans.  I remember the first time Bonnie and I visited the National 

Aquarium in Baltimore.  The sheer beauty and diversity of those sea 
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creatures was stunning.  Anemones, brilliantly-colored fish, coral, urchins, 

fish that changed color and shape, manta rays, and sharks.  Or, consider 

sunsets.  Cumulus clouds against an azure blue sky.  The northern lights.  

The Grand Canyon.  High mountain peaks.  Fall colors.  Whirling galaxies.  

The intricate designs on butterfly wings or in a common snowflake.  God is 

a God who loves beauty. 

 Among other things, the “speech” that pours out of creation day after 

day and night after night tells us that God exists, that God is intelligent, that 

God is powerful, and that God loves beauty.   

 How should we respond to all of this?  Our first response is that of the 

Psalmist- thanksgiving, awe and wonder.  In fact, the earliest worship 

response in most children is this sense of awe and wonder at the world 

God has made. And we should nurture that response in our children.  

Unfortunately, as we grow older, we often lose touch with this early, God-

given reaction.  We begin to take the creation for granted.  Maybe it’s time 

to stop, to observe and experience God’s creation, so we can again be 

filled with joy and wonder and thanksgiving. 

 Another response to the creation is a sense of humility. You might 

recall these words of Psalm 8, another Psalm of creation.  “When I look at 

your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you 

have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
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mortals that you care for them.”  (Psalm 8:3,4) The vastness and 

exquisiteness of creation serves as a reality check on us when we are 

tempted to think of ourselves as the center of the universe!   

 While president, Teddy Roosevelt often entertained diplomatic guests 

at the White House.  He was fond of taking them out to the back lawn at the 

end of the day.  Eventually, everyone would end up gazing up into the dark 

sky.  A vast array of stars was visible, as there were few city lights to 

compete with them then.  Often, the guests would be overcome by the 

brilliance of God’s creation.  After a long silence, Roosevelt would say, 

“Gentlemen, I believe we are small enough now.  Let’s go to bed.” 

A sense of humility is a proper response to experiencing God’s creation.  

 The creation also assures us that God is able to care for us. That is 

Jesus’ argument in Matt. 6.  He says that if God is able to care for the 

smallest sparrow and for the grasses of the field, certainly God is able to 

take care of us!  Often, taking time to observe God’s handiwork has a 

calming effect on us as we sense his providence all around us.  That 

perspective can be a great comfort to us in times of confusion or despair. 

 Finally, the creation can drive us to want to know more about God.  

The creation tells us some important things about God, but communication 

without words is limited.  We need a more complete revelation if we truly 
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desire to know our Creator and how he designed us to live.  That’s what the 

second part of the Psalm is about- the word of God, the Bible. 

 We won’t spend much time on this part, since we already looked at 

the 119th Psalm two weeks ago.  It focuses on the importance of God’s 

Word, but the second half of Psalm 19 makes an abrupt shift, from the 

creation to celebrating the goodness of God’s Word!  That is no accident.  

Something of God is revealed through his creation, but we need more.  We 

need God’s Word, which points us to his most complete revealing of 

himself, Jesus Christ.  It is in Jesus that God is fully known, because Jesus 

was God in the flesh.  By observing his life and teaching we learn who God 

is and who we were created to be.  As Christians, we probably spend 99% 

of our time together focusing on knowing God through his Word and 

through his Son, Jesus Christ.  And that is as it should be.  But this morning 

I want us to remember that other one percent- knowing God through the 

creation. 

 In a commencement address at Bloomsburg University, Roger Tory 

Peterson said,  “Many people go through life as though they are wearing 

blinders or are sleep-walking.  Their eyes are open, yet they may see 

nothing of their wild associates on this planet.  Their ears, attuned to 

motorcars and traffic, seldom catch the music of nature- the singing of 
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birds, frogs, or crickets- or the wind...  They may know business trends or 

politics, yet haven’t the faintest idea of what makes the natural world tick.” 

 I encourage you to take some time to reflect on God’s creation this 

week.  Take a walk in the snow.  Watch nature out of your backyard 

window.  Look at the heavens at night.  Check out the NASA website and 

look at the Hubble telescope pictures.  Explore a cave.  Listen to birds.  

Allow creation to assure you of God’s existence and intelligence.  Allow it to 

humble you before your Creator.  And allow yourself to be reassured of 

God’s care for you. 

 The heavens are telling the glory of God.  Take the time to listen. 


