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“Why Missions?”  Acts. 1:3-8; Matt. 9:35-37 1/15/17 

 Missions is in my bones.  I grew up in a church that gave about 30% 

of its income to missions.  Most of it was spent supporting international 

missionaries.  When they came home on furlough, many of them lived in 

our community, so I got to know them and their kids, and loved hearing 

their exotic stories from Honduras, Ecuador, Brazil, and Asia.  When I was 

in high school the church sent me to the US Virgin Islands for a summer 

where I worked in a Christian camp.  Supporting missions was a major 

passion of that church, and it became my passion, too. 

 So, when I became a youth director, I organized national and 

international mission trips for our youth that eventually involved almost 150 

kids on 8 different trips each year.  Then I went to seminary, and in 1992 

was ordained as a minister.  My first call after I was ordained was as a 

Mission Pastor, overseeing a mission budget of over $300,000 each year in 

that church, as well as all those mission trips.  You should know that one of 

the things that attracted me to GPC was its commitment to missions! 

 But not everyone shares my passion for missions, particularly 

international missions.  I know this because some of you have commented 

that you don’t understand why we would send money to Latin America, 

Asia, and Africa when there is so much need right here at home!  That’s a 
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fair question!  So, I’d like to use this morning’s sermon to answer that 

question, and perhaps a few others you may have had about missions. 

 The first reason that we are involved in missions both near and far is 

that it is the biblical pattern.  After Jesus was raised from the dead, he 

spent forty days with his followers before ascending to heaven.  Here is the 

account of his final instructions to his followers from Acts 1. 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.’ (Acts 1:6-8) 

 Jesus tells them to be his witnesses, to testify to what they have seen 

and heard and experienced.  And notice the pattern.  They are to begin in 

Jerusalem, where they will receive the Holy Spirit.  Then they are to move 

south and east into Judea.  Then, circling to the north, into Samaria, and on 

to the ends of the earth.  And that’s exactly what they did!  Mission near 

and far.   Both are important because God cares about people near and 

far- not just those in Jerusalem! 

 And that same message is actually found in the Old Testament as 

well.  Remember the story of Jonah?  Jonah is called by God to leave his 
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home country of Israel and go proclaim God’s Word to the city of Nineveh.  

The problem was that Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, a dreaded 

enemy of Israel.  So Jonah declines, and boards a ship headed in the 

opposite direction!  God intervenes and provides alternate transportation 

for Jonah.  Back in Israel, God once again calls Jonah to go as his witness 

to Nineveh.  This time, realizing that resisting God is futile, Jonah goes.  

And God works in a mighty way through Jonah’s reluctant witness.  The 

people of Nineveh repent and turn to the Lord, and God has mercy on 

them!   

Now you might think that Jonah would have been happy about his 

great success as a missionary, but in fact he is really steamed because he 

hates the Assyrians and never wanted them receive God’s grace in the first 

place!  After Jonah argues with God, here’s how God responds to end the 

story.  God said, “…should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great 

city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people 

who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

(Jonah 4:11)  While God was certainly aware of the atrocities and horrible 

evil committed by the Assyrians against innocent people, he characterizes 

them here as lost- not knowing their right hand from their left- and says he 

is concerned about them.   
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In the Bible, God is concerned about people near and far.  People like 

us and different from us.  Our friends as well as our enemies.  And we 

should be concerned about them, too. 

 A second reason for us to be involved in mission to people in far 

away places is that the need is often greater there.  For example, one 

component of mission work is evangelism- sharing the good news of God’s 

love in Jesus Christ with others.  There are many places in our world where 

there is virtually no Christian witness.  So, our church supports 

missionaries in places like Japan and Tajikistan, where they bring the 

gospel to largely unreached people.  The need is great! 

 In other places, we work alongside existing Christian churches to 

bring the gospel to others.  That’s what our support for Marta Bennett in 

Kenya does.  Marta teaches students there in a graduate school and 

seminary, equipping the future leaders of that country.  There are many 

Christians in Kenya, but they lack theological training.  Our missionaries 

can fill that gap until their own leaders can assume this responsibility for 

themselves.  Much of the mission work the Presbyterian Church does 

involves supporting local Christians in their own countries. 

 In addition to the greater need for evangelism, there are also greater 

material needs internationally.  For example, our medical mission teams to 

Honduras have seen firsthand how the lack of clean water there contributes 
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to sickness and even death among children in that country.  In addition, 

hunger is an ongoing reality in many places, stunting both intellectual and 

physical development.  And the lack of good education traps many people 

in poverty generation after generation.  We have the ability to make a real 

and lasting difference by addressing these needs in other countries, and 

Christian compassion calls us to do so. 

 I would also point out that the work we do internationally is good 

stewardship; often our money goes farther, and can accomplish more.  We 

get more bang for our buck!  Let me give you an example.  We have been 

involved locally with Habitat for Humanity since it began here in Adams 

County.  This ministry provides affordable housing to low income families 

by using donated materials and volunteer labor to build the homes.  Then 

the house is financed with a no-interest loan.  It is a wonderful way to assist 

deserving families!  Adams County Habitat for Humanity has built about 35 

such homes.   We’re building one right now in Biglerville.  You can help 

build one in two weeks! 

 However, each home still costs about $90,000 to build, plus the cost 

of the land, which is currently running $20-35,000!  Meanwhile, our 

Presbytery is involved in building homes in Honduras.  I called our 

Presbytery Executive this week and learned that we can build a home there 

for about $3500!  In other words, we can provide housing for over 30 
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families in Honduras for what it costs us to provide one house here in 

Adams County!  We can provide clean water for a whole village in Africa, 

Latin America, or Asia that will improve the health in that village indefinitely 

for around $20-25,000.  We can literally save the lives of children and 

adults by purchasing mosquito nets that cost only $10 each.  The nets 

protect them from malaria, which claims over 400,000 lives each year, 

while millions of others suffer other life-long effects of the disease. 

 Don’t get me wrong.  There are important needs here in Adams 

County.  And I’m glad we are deeply involved in the Soup Kitchen, Habitat 

for Humanity, Gettysburg CARES, Survivors, and Ruth’s Harvest.  But the 

biblical teaching is clear that God cares about people in all parts of the 

world, and we can do a great deal of good for other people with a relatively 

small amount of money.  That’s another reason to support international 

missions. 

 Finally, we learn important things when we are involved with God’s 

people in other parts of the world.  Many years ago, I found myself on a 

mission trip in the village of Xmaben, Mexico. It was the most remote 

village I had ever worked in- a five hour drive from the capital city of 

Merida, the last hour on a dirt road in the interior jungle of the Yucatan.  We 

joked that the road to Xmaben was paved with good intentions, but not 

much else!  The Presbyterian church there had been established fairly 
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recently but had outgrown the thatched hut in which they were meeting,  

so, they were erecting their first building.  They had managed to get the 

walls up with local materials, but needed help to purchase and build the 

concrete roof, so we came to give them a hand. 

 It was clear that they were doing a great job reaching people in 

Xmaben, but what impressed me most was when a praise band came to 

help lead worship one night.  They were from the church in Ucum, the next 

village down the road.  It turned out that the congregation at Xmaben had 

planted this new church in Ucum before they even had finished their first 

building!  We’ve been in existence for 276 years and haven’t planted our 

first church yet!  Those Presbyterians in the Yucatan have much to teach 

us about evangelism, something we’re not very good at here in the US.  

International missions allows us to learn from what God is doing in other 

places, and also allows us to assist in the work God’s people are doing 

there. 

 I close with these words from Jesus.   

35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing 

every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
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plentiful, but the laborers are few: therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matt. 9:35-38) 

 Jesus left his home village and went throughout the region, teaching, 

preaching, and healing.  He did so out of compassion for lost people, “like 

sheep without a shepherd,” as he describes them.  And then he gave this 

charge to his disciples, and to us, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest.” 

 Missions is not an optional activity for followers of Jesus.  It is an 

essential part of what it means to be a Christian.  The story of the early 

church, as recorded in the book of Acts and in the letters of the New 

Testament, is a mission story, as the Gospel is proclaimed, hurting people 

are comforted, and the church grows. 

 So, how will you be part of God’s mission in this world?  Is God 

calling you to go on a mission trip this year?  Maybe you’ve thought about 

doing so for years.  Why not go this year?  Or, maybe God is calling you to 

a longer mission, for a year or more.  You’ll hear from someone doing just 

that next week, when Katie Burke speaks to us in worship.  We can help 

you- whether you are a young person or retired- to find a good match for 

your abilities and interests.  Or, maybe you are someone who does mission 

here in Gettysburg, and financially supports God’s work in other places.  
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That role is just as important, as it enables others to go and do the work.  

And we can all pray for the work God is doing throughout our world, asking 

God to send out laborers and support them in their work.  How will you 

support God’s mission in the world? 


