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“A God for the Whole World”  Isa. 44:24- 45:8 1/10/16 

 Several years ago the London Transit Authority had a problem.  

Buses were driving right past passengers who were waiting at their bus 

stops to be picked up!  The buses had space available, yet they were 

sailing right past them.  An investigation was initiated to figure out what the 

problem was.  Finally, the Transit Authority issued a statement to explain 

what was going on.  They said that the reason the buses weren’t stopping 

was that the drivers found it impossible to maintain their schedules if they 

had to keep stopping to pick up passengers!  Clearly, they lost sight of their 

core mission- transporting actual people from place to place! 

 It’s easy for any organization to lose sight of its central mission, even 

churches.  And the people of Israel in the Old Testament also struggled 

with this.  God had chosen them, the descendants of Abraham, to be his 

special people.  God had heard their prayers and intervened to deliver 

them from Egypt, the most powerful empire in the world at the time.  God 

had given them his commandments, and helped them to occupy the 

promised land of Canaan.  God had promised to be their God, but they 

misunderstood God’s intentions, and came to believe that they were the 

only people God cared about. 
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 Ironically, in spite of their pride at being chosen by God, they were 

often unfaithful to God.  They pursued other gods, and failed to keep God’s 

commandments.  So, after many generations of being neglected and 

betrayed by his people, God decided to let them be conquered by the 

Babylonians, something they believed could never happen.  After all, God 

lived in the temple of their capital city, Jerusalem, so how could it ever be 

defeated by pagan armies?  But it was.  Around 586 BC, after a long and 

devastating siege, Jerusalem fell, the walls of the city were torn down, the 

temple was looted and burned to the ground, and most of the people were 

carted off to exile in Babylon. 

 It was a time of spiritual disillusionment.  Some thought that maybe 

the pagan gods of Babylon were more powerful than Israel’s God.  Others 

believed that God had simply abandoned his people forever because of 

their unfaithfulness.  Into this time of national despair came words of hope 

and encouragement from prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  And also 

some very unexpected words from Isaiah, which I’m going to read now.  

You’ll notice that Isaiah refers to someone named Cyrus in the passage.  

This refers to Cyrus the Great, the Persian conqueror, who was just 

beginning to exert his power in the ancient world.  Listen as I read from Isa. 

44 and 45. 
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24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, 

    who formed you in the womb: 

I am the LORD, who made all things, 

    who alone stretched out the heavens, 

    who by myself spread out the earth; 

28 who says of Cyrus, “He is my shepherd, 

    and he shall carry out all my purpose”; 

and who says of Jerusalem, “It shall be rebuilt,” 

    and of the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.” 

45 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

    whose right hand I have grasped 

to subdue nations before him 

    and strip kings of their robes, 

to open doors before him— 

    and the gates shall not be closed: 

2 I will go before you 

    and level the mountains,[a] 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

    and cut through the bars of iron, 

3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.+44%3A24-45%3A8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18564a


4 
 

    and riches hidden in secret places, 

so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

    and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

    I surname you, though you do not know me. 

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

    besides me there is no god. 

    I arm you, though you do not know me, 

6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

    and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

7 I form light and create darkness, 

    I make weal (well-being) and create woe; 

    I the LORD do all these things.  (Isa. 44:24, 28; 45:1-7) 

 This is a remarkable passage that would have dumbfounded the 

Israelites.  Isaiah says that God was choosing to use the conqueror, Cyrus, 

to bring about his purposes in the world- Cyrus, an idol-worshiping Gentile!  

Specifically, Isaiah says that God will assist Cyrus as he conquers nation 
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after nation!  And historically, that’s exactly what happened.  Ancient 

observers marveled at his swift, unbroken chain of victories. 

 Why was God doing this?  Isaiah gives us a couple of reasons.  First, 

God hopes that Cyrus will recognize that his victories are a result of the 

power of the God of Israel.   

I will give you the treasures of darkness 

    and riches hidden in secret places, 

so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. (Isa. 45:3)   

It is God’s intention that Cyrus recognize and give credit to Israel’s God for 

his victories.  Unfortunately, that didn’t happen.  But there’s more.   

  4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

    and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

I surname you, though you do not know me. (Isa. 45:4) 

God is going to use Cyrus to help God’s people, Israel.  And that’s 

precisely what took place.  Cyrus defeated Israel’s conqueror, Babylon, and 

then he did a remarkable thing.  Cyrus decided to free the Israelites and let 

them return to their own land.  He even assisted them in rebuilding the 
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walls of Jerusalem and helped them rebuild their temple!  You can read 

about it in the biblical books of Ezra and Nehemiah.  That’s how God’s 

people were freed from their captivity in Babylon and returned to their own 

land;  It was through Cyrus.  And there’s one more thing.   

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

    besides me there is no god. 

    I arm you, though you do not know me, 

6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

    and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

    I am the LORD, and there is no other. (Isa. 45:5,6) 

God is using Cyrus so that the power of Israel’s God will be known from the 

rising of the sun (the east) to the west- to all the nations of the world.  And 

later in the chapter God extends this invitation to all the nations,  

 “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth!  For I am God, and 

there is no other.” (Isa. 45:22)  Contrary to what Israel believed, God’s 

salvation is available to all the nations of the earth, not just to Israel.  Now 

God still had a special role for his chosen people.  It was through Israel that 

salvation came for everyone, through a descendant of Abraham, Jesus 

Christ. 
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 Although the idea of a universal God was mind-blowing to the 

Israelites, Jesus understood his role as a universal one.  John wrote this 

about him, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  (John 

3:16) 

 This is probably the most famous verse in the Bible, and it reminds us 

that God is not a disinterested God, who created the earth, wound it up, 

and then walked away from it.  Rather, God has been deeply involved in 

human history- certainly with his people Israel, and especially in sending 

his flesh-and-blood Son into the real world of first-century Palestine, as we 

just celebrated at Christmas.  This same God is intimately involved in your 

life today.  And God wants everyone to know about his love for the world.  

So he sends us to tell everyone around us about his love and to act on his 

behalf, empowered by his Holy Spirit.   That’s the core mission of the 

church, and has been since its earliest days. 

 In Nov. 2010, a wedding party in Glenelg, Australia was posing for 

pictures at a scenic spot along a river.  A woman who was standing nearby, 

fell into the water and started drowning.  The best man, still dressed in his 

tux, dove into the water and brought her back toward shore.  The bride 

waded into the river, and after helping to pull the woman to shore, began 
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administering CPR.  By the time rescue workers arrived, the woman had 

regained consciousness and was doing well.   

 In some ways, this unusual event parallels the experience of the 

church.  Like those in that wedding party, we often dress up and gather for 

a celebration- the celebration of worship.  But at the same time, we need to 

be prepared to dive into mission, even when it’s inconvenient and a little 

risky.  Worship and mission, loving God and loving others, praising and 

serving- form the dual nature of the Church, of this church.  Both are 

essential. 

 But sometimes, like those London bus drivers, we lose sight of our 

central mission of telling others the good news of God’s love in Jesus 

Christ and acting on God’s behalf in the world.  So, how will you be 

involved in God’s work of mission this year?  Could you go on a mission 

trip?  Could you financially support someone else who is going?  Could you 

send a note of encouragement to a mission worker, or pray for the mission 

work of this church?  Could you volunteer in the soup kitchen, with 

Gettysburg CARES, or with Ruth’s Harvest?  Could you pray for the church 

of Christ around the world?  How will you be involved in God’s core mission 

for us this year? 


