
  

 

 

 
     The week after Easter I received a troubling letter 
from a visitor who had attended an  Easter service here.  
She was expecting to find   a congregation filled with joy 
on Easter Sunday, but instead, people seemed pretty 
joyless to her.  She entered the sanctuary a few minutes 
late and felt greeted by “condemning looks.”  She said 
that no one spoke to her except during the greeting time.  
And then, when she was leaving, she heard two mem-
bers complaining that they had trouble parking that 
morning because someone had taken “their” spot.  It 
turns out that our visitor had parked there! 
 
 I don’t think this kind of experience is a common 
one for our visitors.  I think that we generally do a pretty 
good job of welcoming new folks.  But it’s a good reminder that people are 
observing our words and actions each week here at church.  Since summer 
is a time when many people “check out” churches, I encourage you to do all 
you can to reach out to our guests and be aware of how your comments 
might sound to someone who is new! 
 

Dave 
 

 
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it.”   
(Heb. 13:2)     

    Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 
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Happy Birthday to... Page  2 

     We would like to thank our church family & 
ministers for all the cards,  visits and prayers 
that helped us through Michael’s illness and 
passing.       
     Also, thank you to Barb Fair and the Memorial 
Committee for the wonderful luncheon. 
     It means a lot to be part of such a caring 
church. 
 
Dick & Evelyn Small and Vera Spencer 

     It always amazes me when the Rummage Sale comes 
around.  There is always lots of “stuff” to sell.  The big 
question is, will we make our goal?  We usually do.   
     This year is no exception - The Bake Sale took in 
$269.60, the Rummage Sale took in $2,389.82 for a total of 
$2,659.42.  
     To say “thank you” doesn’t seem enough, but it comes 
from our hearts.  I am grateful to everyone who helped 
make it a success from set-up to take-down. 
     God bless you all for all you do. 
 
In God’s Love 
Kathleen Kircher 

Due to a fall, Jo Rice has moved to a rehab 
facility in Annapolis for follow-up physical 
therapy. Her days are long and tedious and 
the therapy is hard work for her. She would 
enjoy hearing from her church family. She 
sees Julie (her daughter) usually twice a 
day, but Julie will leave for a conference 
next week. Cards and prayers would be 
most welcome.               
  Julia (Jo) Rice   
  Spa Creek Center #127 A 
  35 Milkshake Lane 
  Annapolis, MD 21403     

July 1 

Kathy Corbin 

Dennis Meckley 

Erin Stephens 

July 2 

Brady Dillon 

Grayson Hubble 

Will Kiefer 

Chris Landauer 

July 3 

Richard Hoffman 

Laina Nevins 

John Shuss 

Pam VanHoutte 

Brandi Watson 

July 4 

Benjy Conover 

Gerry Dettloff 

Dawn Rathgeber 

Jessica Stone 

July 5 

Kyele Bridel 

Michael Kulkusky 

Joan Miller 

Lane Mosser 

Emma Strausner 

Jonathan Williams 

 

 

July 7 

Leslie Dillon 

Leo McGuire 

July 8 

Harrison Crow 

Garrett Doyle 

Melissa Weigle 

July 9 

Elwood Hoffman 

Grace Moroz 

Jay Sixeas 

Joseph Tassin 

July 10 

Stephanie Gladfelter 

Mary Ann Johnson 

July 11 

Robert Lewis 

Deb Soliday 

July 12 

Garrett Kolmer 

Joan Pore 

July 13 

Zane Graff 

Joan Grimm 

Gail Hull 

Cindy Hunt 

Ellen Raggets 

 

 

July 14 

Marlyn Burdge 

Carol Merwede 

July 15 

Adam Hunt 

Henry Isherwood 

Audrey Jahn 

Bradley Kime 

James Newman 

July 16 

Brian Campbell 

Susan Sanders 

Ethan Sheely 

Brandy Williams 

July 17 

Chloe McMaster 

Grant Sanders 

Anne Simpson 

Adalyn Smarsh 

Adair Toddes 

July 18 

Dennis Dillman 

Fred Guinn 

Kevin Schmitz 

 

 

 

 

 

July 19 

Kim Landauer 

Carson Pennings 

Randy Smith 

July 20 

Richard Beamer 

Tessa Beauchat 

Robert Deitch 

Trish Doyle 

Cathy Franek 

Herb Laughman 

Alexander Nyiri 

Dale Smith 

July 21 

Adelyn Hieber 

Sarah Lambert 

Ashlyn Sowell 

July 23 

Nancy Coombs 

Phyllis Dowd 

Daniel Murray 

July 24 

Ann Settle 

July 25 

Patrick Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

July 26 

Elizabeth Burke 

Rich Fuller 

Vann Hinton 

Sarah James 

Melany LaRochelle 

July 27 

Nancy Ball 

July 28 

Darrin Catts 

Doris Elledge  

Sherry Grim 

Carol Heiser 

Bonnie Laughman 

Peter North 

July 29 

Emma Dennison 

Braden Unger 

Jonelle Warcup 

July 31 

Alva Ecker 

Drew Hoover 

Jean Sumser 

Liam Tindall 

Member Visitation 
 
During the summer, Phyllis Dowd 
will be helping with member visita-
tion while Harry Winsheimer is 
away.  Thanks, Phyllis! 



GREETINGS 
 

     You are a very warm and welcoming congregation. The welcome I have received 

has been beyond my wildest dreams.   I have felt blessed to be called as your new    

Director of Christian Education.  As someone new to this congregation family, it is 

my desire that you will feel free to stop by the office, email or call me and let me 

know what your story is, what your dreams are, and any educational desires you 

have that will help me get to know you better and meet some of your dreams and 

desires.  I understand how difficult it is for people to see change in their Church 

Staff; however, I want you to know that I understand and hope that as you get to 

know me you will feel that we can be friends. 

 I am excited about being here at GPC and hope we can have many years of working together to 

spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  In my past I have served churches from 150 to 2100 members 

in six states and each was very special in their own way.  I am looking forward to learning about all 

the programs that are offered at GPC, to be involved in them, and to see what new challenges and op-

portunities God has in store for us.  God is ready to amaze us. 

This is an exciting time for all of us and I hope that you will join me in throwing open the doors, 

letting fresh air in, and seeing what God has to show us. 

 

                             Cheryl 

Why Should I Volunteer in  

Sunday School and Youth Club? 
 

     First of all, children are important to God.  The Bible tells us 

that children are a blessing, and while Jesus was on earth, he 

made a point to welcome children and to affirm their value.  If 

God’s priorities matter to you, then you should care about Chil-

dren’s Ministry!  Volunteering also multiplies your efforts long 

term.  There are few ministry opportunities that allow you to 

impact the future in such a direct way.  When you love and 

teach children on Sunday or Wednesday, you are also influenc-

ing generations to come.  These children will one day become 

parents and church leaders themselves.  If you want to change 

the world long-term, consider serving in Sunday School or Youth 

Club!  You may never sing a solo or preach a sermon in church, 

but God wants you to find a place of ministry. 

 

“Article excerpt from Children’s Ministry Encouragement & 

Vision, by Tony Kummer, 31 July 2008”. 

Thanks for CE Leadership! 

We are grateful to several people who stepped up and provided leadership to our Christian     Ed-
ucation Program during the transition to our new DCE, Cheryl Betts.  Amy Deitch did an       out-
standing job as our interim DCE, overseeing the entire program during April and May.  Libby 
Crowe and Carole Simon planned and oversaw the VBS program with excellence!  Thank you so 
much for your leadership and assistance during this important transition time! 

ATTENTION PARENTS:  

We are 
working on 
improving    

      the      
Children’s library.  If 

your child has borrowed 
a book and is finished 
reading it, please return 
the book to the Sunday 
School stage area or to 
Cheryl’s office by the end 
of July.  Your help is 
greatly appreciated.   
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
for upcoming GPC Open House  

on July 3, 4, and 5.   

We will have self-guided tours  

from 1-2 pm and 4-5 pm.   

We need 1-2 volunteers per time slot and bakers  

to provide brownies and/or cookies.    

All you need todo is contact Cathy Gardner,  

lvgardner@comcast.net, or 337-3233 if interested.  

We answer questions, provide water and treats.  

It is great fun and a good way to show off GPC! 

  Children’s Church Help Needed 
     We are looking for people who love spend-

ing a few minutes with our children.   We need 

volunteers to lead Children’s Church during 

July and August.  The lessons are easy to fol-

low and children love to hear the stories.  If you could give our 

children a few minutes of your time on the following Sundays we 

would greatly appreciate it. 
 

 July 13, 20 and 27 at 10:30 

 August 3,10,17,24, and 31 at 10:30 
 

Please be in prayer to consider this and contact Cheryl Betts at 

gpcdce@embarqmail.com or in the church office if you can help. 

Who Are Our  
Professional Educators? 

 

We are planning a blessing of our   
professional educators on Sunday,  
August 24th in all services.  If you  
teach at a seminary, university, high, 
middle , elementary or preschool, 
please contact Cheryl at 
gpcdce@embarqmail.com or call the 
office and tell us where you teach.    
We want you to know that your church 
family is praying for you as you begin 
the new school year.  We know the 
pressure that our culture puts on edu-
cators to rectify all kinds of family and 
social problems this has made your 
profession both vastly more crucial 
and infinitely more difficult.  We want 
to give each of you a blessing on that 
morning in worship. 
 
 
 

 

JULY DATES TO REMEMBER 

 July 1      Honduras Mission Returns 

 July 2   12:00 p.m.  Men’s Interfaith Luncheon 

 July 2,9,16,23,30 6:00 & 6:30 p.m. Historic Church Walking Tours 

 July 3   10:00 a.m.  Moms of Adams County Board 

 July 4      OFFICE CLOSED 

 July 6      Workcamp Report in Worship 

    11:30 a.m.  Mexico Mission Training 

 July 7    7:00 p.m.  Mission & Interpretation  

     7:00 p.m.  Personnel & Administration 

 July 8      7:30 a.m.  Habitat Board Meeting 

 July 9          5:30 p.m.  Welcome & Outreach 

 July 13      South Dakota & Mexico Mission Commissioning 

     7:00 p.m.  Mexico Mission Training 

 July 14 - 21     MEXICO MISSION TRIP 

 July 14     6:30 p.m.  Christian Education  

 July 15    6:30 p.m.  Heart Healthy Group 

     7:00 p.m.  Stephen Ministry 

 July 16      PARKING LOT CLOSED 

 July 17 - 27      SOUTH DAKOTA MISSION TRIP  

 July 17    9:00 a.m.  Dollars for Scholars Board 

 July 23    7:00 a.m.  Kiwanis 

     7:00 p.m.  Health Care for All 

 July 24   12:00 p.m.  Newsletter Deadline  

mailto:gpcdce@embarqmail.com
mailto:gpcdce@embarqmail.com


Paul’s Amazing Life Studied at VBS 2014! 

“49 A.D. – The Adventures of Paul” was our theme as 106 children and 80 teens and adults gathered for Va-

cation Bible School.  Through singing, drama, games, scripture memorization, snacks, storytelling, and, of 

course, many wonderful crafts in the “Roman Marketplace,” we all experienced stories of the Apostle Paul 

and his amazing transformation from Saul, self-proclaimed “Hebrew of Hebrews” and chief persecutor of all 

who believed in Jesus as Messiah, to Paul, one of the leading evangelists of his day and writer of much of 

the New Testament.  We also had a special visit from “Paul” by Greg Trax, who led challenge games as he 

spoke in the first person as Paul about the many challenges he had faced.  On Thursday afternoon, 20 kids 

in grades 3-5, 5 teen aides, and 4 adults took a trip to Granite Hill Campground for a (mostly) soggy after-

noon of mini-golf and paddle-boating.  The VBS kids also brought in a total of 56 jar candles to take to the 

South Dakota Lakota Reservation. 

 Thank you so much to the following leaders who planned and led our program (several of them doing   

double-duty!): 

  Elementary       Preschool 

 Wendy Brubaker- Crafts and Photography   Debbie Snyder- Coordinator 

 Sarah Foster- Crafts      Jen Beegle- Coordinator 

 Jen Unger- Crafts       Michaela Cushing-Daniels 

 Jen Beegle- Drama 

 Carrie Trax and Dave Conklin- Singing 

 Tamara Doehring- Games       

 Susan Kolmer- Scripture     

 Deb Litten- Storytelling       

 Carrie and Greg Trax- Snack Activities     

 Steve Swartzbaugh- Carpentry      

 Sheryl Suplee- Snack purchasing and prep     
 

Group Leaders 
 

  Sharon Holsclaw   Garrett Kolmer   Tracy Boyer 

  Sydney Tomassini  Lexi Franek   Deb Meckley 

  Amy Deitch   Ron Jones   Tammi Swartzbaugh 

  Ann Cook   Leslie Dillon 

 

Thank you also to the following:       

 Steve Swartzbaugh for all the work on the sailboats    

 All the Craft leaders in the Roman Marketplace     

 Kitchen Volunteers         

 Teen Aides          

 Chrissy Ely- Beautiful Mediterranean banners      

 Dennis Dillman and Mike Crowe- Pillars at the Marketplace entryway 

 Ray Schwartz- Wonderful jail cell 

 Joan Pore - 100 Small banners sewn 
 

Thanks also to the GPC Congregation for their continued support, donations and prayers.   

It was a wonderful week!   

 

Blessings,   

Libby Crowe and Carole Simon 
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Upcoming Events: 

June / July 

 Music Schedule 
 

 

June 29       8:15 a.m.      Bonnie Wright  

  11:00 a.m. Bonnie Wright   

July 6  10:30 a.m. Amy Hieber 

    John Tschop 

July 13 10:30 a.m. Carrie Trax 

    Brandon Dillon 

July 20 10:30 a.m. Larry Bullis 

July 27 10:30 a.m. Flute Choir  

Hi Friends, 

 

I am back from a week in Cape May 

and feel rested, relaxed and ready to 

get back in the swing of things here 

in Gettysburg. The weather wasn’t 

ideal (a little rainy) but I managed to 

get 3-4 “beach days” in, biked around 

the island and walked a lot.  As with 

any vacation, the anticipation is what 

makes it so wonderful, but by the last day I am nor-

mally ready for a return to the old routine! 

 

I did read some books on the beach, kind of caught up 

on the easy summer reads. In this week’s column I 

want to talk about a few things going on at the Library 

and thank some folks for their donations. 

 

Before I get to that, I am placing in the Crane Library 

a unique find from the antique sale about a month ago.  

Once again, I have to give all the credit to my book-

loving husband, Jim.  He found a truly wonderful old 

music book.  As I was thumbing through it I began to 

realize it was a book of Christian songs.  The title is 

Winnowed Anthems for Quartelle and Chorus Choirs, 

edited by M.L. McPhail.  It is a fantastic book with 

some really interesting old songs.  I played the piano in 

another life and this is just the kind of book I would 

have loved to sit down with at the piano and attempt 

to bang out a song. It was published by Hope Publish-

ing Company in Chicago in 1899.  It is a treasure.  So if 

you like music or can play, drop by the library and take 

a look at it and try a few songs.  It has some great 

handwriting on the opening pages.  It is amazing how 

we don’t handwrite notes, letters, etc anymore, as it is 

surely a lost art. 

 

I want to thank some of you for your thoughtful and 

generous donations. Some I can thank by name and 

others are anonymous, but you know who you are.   

Ray and Lorraine Manning, Sheryl Suplee, Donna 

Heebner, Nancy Cook, and Phyllis Dowd, just to name 

few.  If I have not named you, again please accept my 

apologizes, but know that every donation is wanted 

and needed.  When I donate a book, I feel that I am 

giving a part of me for someone else to enjoy and treas-

ure. 

 

The reorganizing of the library is going well.  I fell be-

hind due to my vacation and Vacation Bible School but 

I will be back at it next week.  Remember that the 

books we are donating are on a table in Fellowship 

Hall for one week, marked Free Books.  Please stop by 

the table and browse.  You never know what you will 

find! 

 

Next time back with a book review.  Enjoy your sum-

mer and Read A Book! 

 

Cathy 

G P C 
Book  

Corner 

NEED A RIDE? 
If you are having trouble attending 

church services and/or church func-

tions due to not having transportation, 

let the Deacons help you.   We are only 

a phone call away.  The transportation Deacon for 

July is Marion Lambert 642-5227. 

Gluten-free Communion Bread 
We are happy to report that the bread 
served at all GPC worship services is 
now gluten-free*.  We hope that this will 
make it possible for our gluten-intolerant 

members to participate in the Lord’s Supper! 
 

    *Made by our members with gluten-free flour for 
the Traditional service & bought for Contemporary 
service. 

Attention all GPC knitters and crochet-ers: 
 

            Is there interest in a Prayer Shawl/Comfort  
      Shawl Ministry? 

 
                     It is not necessary to meet together regularly 
unless we want to. Working independently at home is cer-
tainly an option and will enable more of us to participate. 
     Please contact Sheryl Suplee (svon347@aol.com; 
337-3267) or Beth Fitzpatrick 
(bethieandbill@comcast.net; 334-4960) to sign up and to 
share your thoughts as we attempt to organize this minis-
try of caring support and comfort. 

mailto:svon347@aol.com
mailto:bethieandbill@comcast.net
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       CHURCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

      Upcoming  games are as follows: 

 

Date Field 

Tuesday, July 1 First Baptist Church - 1015 Chambersburg Rd. 

Tuesday, July 8 First Baptist Church - 1015 Chambersburg Rd. 

Thursday, July 17 Freedom Valley Worship Center - 3185 York Rd. 

Thursday, July 24 Freedom Valley Worship Center - 3185 York Rd. 

 

Warm ups at 6:00 p.m. / First pitch at 6:30 p.m. 

Contact Brandon Dillon:  717-870-7546 or dillons583@gmail.com 

All skill levels welcome.  All fans welcome (bring a lawn chair). 

Session Update 
 

At its stated meeting on June 8, the Session… 
Took action on the pledging error for the 2014  
 budget (see article below) 
Visited with Rev. Candace Veon-Nyiri, Regional  
 Associate from our Presbytery, who en-
 couraged us to think outside the box in  
 accomplishing God’s work here. 
Received, with regret, the resignation of our  
 Organist and Director of Music, Becky  
 Wareham, who has served in those roles for 
 over 25 years. 

From July 1  
to August 31  

 

Penny Messinger,  
GPC’s Administrative  

Assistant,  

is on “summer hours”  
which are:   

 

Mon. - Thurs.  
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

& off on Fridays. 

From the Session:  2014 Budget Pledging Glitch 
 

     When our members received their first quarter giv-
ing statements, we discovered a number of errors in 
the amount of money pledged for the Annual Steward-
ship Campaign (not the Capital Campaign).  This is 
not unusual, but this time the amount was significant- 
$86,000 less than we anticipated in pledged giving.  
The good news is that giving is tracking pretty well so 
far, in spite of the lower amount pledged.  The Ses-
sion has taken action to respond to this potential 
shortfall, primarily by drawing on mission reserve 
money rather than budgeted money for our mission 
trips.  We would also like to ask each of our members 
to consider giving a little more this year to help offset 
this possible deficit so that we can replenish the mis-
sion funds by the end of the year.   
 

Thank you! 
The Session 

Muscles Needed  
for South Dakota! 

  

As our mission trip to the Lakota  
Indian Reservation draws near, we 
need help on two different dates: 
  
Wednesday, July 9 -  We will meet 
at the church at 9:00 am to go to 
Allen and Marie Duncan's home 
where donated furniture has been 
stored to take to S. Dakota.  We 
need help loading the furniture onto 
a truck and bringing it back to the 
church where we will unload it into 
Fellowship Hall. 
  
Wednesday, July 16 - Beginning at 
10:00 am, we will be loading every-
thing for our S. Dakota trip into the 
tractor trailer parked at the 
church.  This is a huge undertaking 
and we will need all the help we can 
get! 
  
If you are willing to lend your time, 
energy, and muscles to help on ei-
ther (or both) of these days, please 
call Penny in the church office at 334
-1235.  Thanks for being part of this 
mission!! 



Search Committee for Organist and Director of Music 
 

     A search committee has been formed consisting of Tracy Boyer, Dave Conklin, Marga-
ret Curtis, Jim Heeschen, Leah Teague, and Pastor Dave to look for a new Organist and 
Dir. of Music.   
     They welcome your suggestions.  Please keep these folks in your prayers! 
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Church Parking Lot  C L O S E D  on July 16 

Wednesday, July 16 we will be packing a truck with all of the clothing, toys, linens, etc. that you have 

donated to the Lakota Reservation in South Dakota.  In order to accommodate the tractor-trailer that 

day, the church parking lot will be closed to all vehicles (except the staff).  Thank you for understand-

ing, and thank you for giving so generously to this mission project. 

“Calendar of Giving” 

     The Calendar of Giving is an opportunity for our con-

gregation to support numerous local organizations.  

Through this program, we identify local organizations 

that are in need of smaller donations.  Each month, we 

will be collecting specific items for the identified organi-

zation.   

For the month of:  

July  
We are collecting  

items for Meals & More 
 

School Supplies – backpacks, 
pencils, pens, scissors, cray-
ons, notebooks, notebook 
paper, glue sticks, colored 
pencils.  

Presbyterian Women 

in the Presbytery of Carlisle 

SUMMER GATHERING 

Saturday, July 19, 2014 

Derry Presbyterian Church 

248 E. Derry Rd. 

Hershey, PA  17033 
 

   9:00 a.m. Registration 

 11:00 a.m. “Friends of SHE (Struggle, Hope &  

   Empowerment) for Better Pakistan 

 12:00 p.m. Light lunch will be provided 

   1:00 p.m. “Reconciling Paul, A Contemporary  

   Study of 2 Corinthians” 

   2:00 p.m. Closing 

Carlisle Presbytery Camp Krislund Fundraiser 

 
“I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM, WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM!” 

Mark your Calendars!  Sunday, July 13th for Region B Camp Krislund Fundraiser Day at Mr. G’s Ice Cream Shop! 404 Balti-

more St. Gburg,12:00 noon til closing. Together, Great Conewago, Gettysburg Presbyterian and Lower Marsh Creek Churches will 

participate in raising money for Camp Krislund just by eating ice cream!!! Our pastors will serve as  celebrity scoopers! 20% of 

each sale will go to Krislund.  Tickets are needed for the credit to be applied to Camp Krislund.  Contact Rev. Candace Veon-Nyiri 

if you have any questions! 717-339-6511 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
                                        A Ticket for You!                                   A Ticket for a Friend! 

 

                                      Carlisle Presbytery – Region B                                                       Carlisle Presbytery – Region B 

 

                                        Camp Krislund Fundraiser                                                              Camp Krislund Fundraiser 

                                          Mr. G’s Ice Cream                                                             Mr. G’s Ice Cream  

                                 404 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg, PA                                                404 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg, PA 

 

                                        Sunday July 13, 2014                                                                    Sunday July 13, 2014 

                     Must present this ticket at time of purchase.                         Must present this ticket at time of purchase. 
 

                                         Live Music 7:00-9:00                                                                        Live Music 7:00-9:00 

http://images.sodahead.com/polls/002253111/4640138008_presbyterian_cross_answer_4_xlarge.gif
http://images.sodahead.com/polls/002253111/4640138008_presbyterian_cross_answer_4_xlarge.gif


MISSION NEWS IN FOCUS 
 

GPC member Bob Smith recently returned from a meaningful and successful mission trip to New Orleans and 
shares his experience below.  Please read his account below: 
 

I spent the last week in February with friends from Michigan, Wisconsin and New Jersey aiding in the 
revitalization of New Orleans, Louisiana (NOLA) which is still recovering from the destructive forces of 
Hurricane Katrina which hit in August 2005.  While it was the fourth mission trip to NOLA for me, the 
group is made up of folks who were making their first trip to others who were making their seventh 
trip.  We work through St. Bernard’s Project, an award-winning non-profit that has successfully trans-
ferred its rebuilding model to tornado-stricken Joplin, MO and the New Jersey communities ravaged by 
Hurricane Sandy.  The name comes from St. Bernard’s Parish (we would say county) right next door to 
New Orleans.  St. Bernard’s Parish is the only county in the US that had 100% of its habitations declared 
uninhabitable after a natural disaster.  To date, over 600 families have been able to return to their com-
munities in NOLA, Joplin and NJ through the efforts of over 40,000 volunteers.  But my passion is NO-
LA.  At the current rate of revitalization, it will take another 14 years to return to pre-Katrina levels.  While 
I see progress each time I go, the amount of destruction remaining is mind-boggling.   Because of the 
high water table, houses are built on slabs.  It is not uncommon to see block after block of empty slabs in 
what were once thriving neighborhoods.  The mission is to bring back families – one house at a time and 
bring the neighborhoods back to life. You never know what tasks you will be assigned.  This year we 
worked on mold remediation; insulation removal; roof tie-downs; tile, pipe and wiring removal and trash 
haul-away.  But you do know that your efforts will make it possible for a family to return and make that 
reality happen just a little sooner. 

 

Why do I keep going back and why NOLA?  It was brought home to me two years ago.  We had the 
chance to participate in a homecoming, during which a returning family received their home and a cele-
bration was planned with the family providing cake and special New Orleans treats for the volunteers 
present at that time.  The single mother had two children, one an eight-year old boy.  The family had 
been out of their home six years.  During that six years, they had moved fifteen times. This young man 
had never known a stable environment – all he knew was change and turmoil, and there were is-
sues.  But with a strong family and stable environment back home, within a month he was named Most 
Improved Student at his neighborhood school.  If volunteers had not made the effort to rebuild NOLA, 
this young man could have been the wrong kind of statistic.  Now he has a chance.  That’s more than 
enough for me! 

 

What about you?  Have you considered going on a mission trip, but were not sure what you could contrib-
ute?  GPC supports many opportunities that require little prior experience, other than willing hands and a open 
heart.  This year’s Major Mission Trips include Yucatan, Mexico; Honduras Medical and Dental; South Dakota 
Lakota Sioux; HS Youth Workcamp; and South Carolina Habitat for Humanity. Additionally, we will be adding an 
opportunity in New Orleans for 2015!   
 

Now is the time to start planning for next year.  Need financial help?  Assistance is available.  We have a place 
and an adventure for YOU!  
 

For more information about how you can get involved, or to support our missions in prayer, please see the Mis-
sions bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall, contact the church office at (717) 334-1235, or call Tom Kolmer at (717) 
634-0258 to get connected.      

“Living Into Lent” Books 

We have 4 copies of the book, “Living Into 

Lent” available.  The book was used for the 

Lenten Small Group study as well as the basis 

for several sermons.  We received very posi-

tive feedback on the book from the Small 

Group participants.  The cost is $12.00.  If you 

are interested, please contact Penny or John 

Harman at harmanj372@gmail.com or 398-

2347. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED welcomes all local 
church women to a 1 1/2 hour ($3) lunch meet-

ing at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday,  July 2,  at 

the Gettysburg Church of the Brethren, 1710 

Biglerville Rd.  Following lunch,  our quest 

speaker,  Rev. Steve Folkemer will present 

"Lands and "Seasons."  Newcomers are always 

welcome to join in this ecumenical fellow-

ship.  No reservations are needed.  For more 

information,  contact Cheryl Potter at 337-

2938. 
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July 2014 -  

GPC WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Contemporary Worship @ 9:00 a.m. 

Traditional Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
  

    July 6 Romans’ Greatest Hits: Judging Others 
   SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS 
  Communion 
  Workcamp Report 
 

   July 13 What is God’s Plan for Israel? 
  South Dakota & Mexico Commissioning 
 

   July 20  
 

   July 27 Milk vs. Meat 
  Honduras Report 

  

Next Newsletter Deadline:   

Noon, Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Gettysburg Presbyterian Church 

208 Baltimore Street 

Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Office:  (717) 334-1235 

Fax:  (717) 334-0666 

www.gettysburgpresbyterian.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

 

Gettysburg Presbyterian Church Mission Statement 
Gettysburg Presbyterian Church believes that God calls us to 

invite people to faith in Jesus Christ, and equip them to grow 

as His fully devoted followers.  As disciples we: 

 *  study regularly 

 *  pray daily 

 *  witness boldly 

 *  live faithfully 

 *  serve passionately 

 *  give generously 

 *  worship weekly 

 

 

 

*********************** 

Summer Worship  
Schedule 

 

Summer is coming and that means it 
will soon be time for our  

Summer Worship Schedule!   
 

In July and August,  
this will be our worship schedule: 

 
  9:00 a.m.     Contemporary Worship 
 
10:30 a.m.     Traditional Worship 

 
 

See you in worship this Summer! 


