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The Creed  Phil. 2:5-11   6/25/17  8:15AM 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 

be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (Phil. 2:5-11) 

I thought we’d talk a little bit about “The Creed” this morning.  When 

we talk about “The Creed,” most people mean The Apostles’ Creed, which 

we often use in worship.  You might wonder why we even have creeds.  I 

grew up in a Baptist Church and we didn’t use creeds at all.  We proudly 

said, “We use the Bible, and we don’t need anything else!”  And other “free” 

churches, like the Brethren Church, Mennonites, and most Pentecostals, 

don’t use creeds either.  We do.  In fact, we have adopted about a dozen 

creeds that have authority in our church, of which the Apostles’ Creed is 

one.  They are helpful summaries of what the scripture teaches us, but are 

always secondary to the scripture in their authority. 
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Most of the creeds were written in times of crisis, or in times when 

there were debates about what Christians ought to believe.  The Apostles’ 

Creed was written during the early centuries of the church, when there 

were serious debates about the identity of Jesus Christ.  Who was this 

guy?  Was he really human, or did he just appear to be?  Was he really 

divine?  Passages like the one we read from Phil. 2 give us some important 

insights, but not final answers.  The early creeds tried to give answers to 

those questions, especially the Nicene and Anthanasian Creeds.  But, 

you’ll see that the Apostles’ Creed gets into the issue of Jesus’ identity, too. 

So, turn to page 14 in your hymnals.  Not hymn #14, page 14, where 

you’ll find the Apostles’ Creed.  It’s also printed on the back of your bulletin.  

You’ll notice that it is in three parts: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  You’ll 

also notice that the “Jesus” section is longer than the other two combined!  

That’s because the issues of the day had to do with Jesus. 

We begin with the God the Father.  He is: 

• Almighty- able to do anything he wants to do. 

• Maker of Heaven and Earth- the creator of this world and heaven 

itself.  We are not here because of the random collision of sub-atomic 

particles.  We are here by God’s own design.  “In the beginning, God 

created the heavens and the earth.”  (Gen. 1:1) 
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And that’s it about the Father!  Pretty sketchy.  Nothing about his loving and 

grace-filled character, or his special relationship with Israel, which is the 

foundation of the entire Old Testament.  “Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth,” is all we get. 

 Then we come to the Son.   

• “Jesus Christ.”  Jesus was a common human name in that day.  

“Christ” is the Greek word for “Messiah,” the long-expected Savior 

and deliverer of Israel.  He is Jesus, the Messiah. 

• “Our Lord.”  The earliest Christian creed was a simple one.  “Jesus is 

Lord.”  That means that Jesus has authority over the entire world, 

over the church, and over our individual lives.  It also implies his 

equality with the Father. 

• “Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost.”  By the way, “Holy Ghost” is 

just an older way of saying “Holy Spirit.”  This phrase words and the 

next one take us back to the Christmas story in Luke 1, where the 

angel appears to Mary and tells her she will bear a child who will be 

the “Son of the Most High.” 

• “born of the virgin Mary.”  Jesus was born to a real human woman, a 

reminder of his full humanity- important given the debates of the day.  

Some claimed that Jesus just appeared to be human.  They couldn’t 

believe that God would allow himself to be contaminated by taking on 
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human flesh, but that’s exactly what the New Testament said that he 

did.  And, that it was necessary for our salvation. 

• “suffered under Pontius Pilate”  That’s quite a jump, isn’t it? From his 

birth to the last day of his life.  Nothing about how he lived, what he 

did, or what he taught.  Later creeds pick up on those matters.  This 

one notes that Jesus suffered- again showing his humanity and his 

identification with others who suffer.  The reference to Pontius Pilate 

seems odd, doesn’t it?  But the inclusion of Pontius Pilate affirms that 

Jesus was a real man, who lived in real human history in 1st century 

Palestine. 

• “crucified, dead, and buried.”  Wouldn’t “crucified” be enough?  

Roman crucifixion inevitably led to death, and dead people were 

buried in that culture.  But the creed wants to leave no doubt that 

Jesus, the fully human man, really and truly died.   

• “He descended into hell,” is the most controversial phrase in the 

creed.  Many churches omit this line.  We don’t have time to get into 

all the possible interpretations of it this morning.  It is based on a few 

obscure verses in the New Testament, and all of them are debated as 

to what they mean.  However, the Greek word for hell, “hades,” is a 

little like the Hebrew word, “Sheol,” which simply means the place of 

the dead.  It makes no distinction between heaven and hell.  I think 
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the best understanding of this phrase is that Jesus’ death was 

complete- that like everyone who dies, his spirit went to the place of 

the dead. 

• “The third day he rose again from the dead.”  All of Christian faith 

depends on what is found in this line.  Jesus had power over death.  

No one but God has that power!  So his resurrection demonstrated 

that his claims to be the Son of God and to forgive sins were indeed 

true.  The Christian faith rises or falls on this claim: The third day he 

rose again from the dead. 

• “he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.”  This phrase is why some people insist that God is 

left-handed…He has to be, because Jesus is sitting on his right hand!  

At any rate, the end of Luke’s gospel and the beginning of the book of 

Acts tell the story of Jesus’ ascension as he returned to his rightful 

place in heaven at the right hand of God the Father.   

• “from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.”  There’s 

a lot packed in here.  First, Jesus is going to return to earth.  He said 

he would return, and all the New Testament writers anticipated his 

return.  Through the ages, groups of Christians have attempted to 

forecast when Jesus would come.  They all have one thing in 

common- they were wrong!  As the old spiritual says, “I don’t know 
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when he’s coming, but I know he’ll be on time.”  And although we 

don’t know when, we are to live as though he might return today.  But 

there’s more.  He will be the judge of the quick (an old English word 

for “living”) and the dead.  No one looks forward to judgment, but we 

find comfort in the fact that the one who loved us so much that he 

willingly bound himself to human flesh, and then died a horrible death 

on our behalf will be the judge!  The judge loves us deeply!  The fix is 

in if we are simply willing to accept his sacrifice on our behalf. 

• “I believe in the Holy Ghost.”  The Holy Spirit.  The third person of the 

trinity.  If anyone should have a complaint about the creed, it would 

be the Holy Spirit:  Nothing else is said about him!  Some of what 

follows is related to the work of the Spirit, but the creed doesn’t make 

any connection between the Spirit and what follows. 

• “the holy catholic church.”  Not the “Roman Catholic Church!”  Holy 

means “set apart,” or “set aside for service.”  “Catholic” (small “c”) 

simply means universal.  Many of the modern versions of the creed 

say “universal” church.  The church is the group through which God 

has chosen to bring the good news of the gospel to others, and to 

demonstrate what a life centered on Jesus looks like.  There is no 

“Plan B!” 
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• “the communion of saints.”  This refers, not just to especially holy 

people, for in the Bible “saints” refers to all followers of God through 

Jesus Christ.  And all these saints, living and dead, are connected in 

fellowship with one another through Jesus.  Today that means that 

we are connected to Christians across denominational lines and in far 

away places.  Our international mission trips live out this teaching. 

• “the forgiveness of sins.”  A crucial part of the good news!  We 

believe that God no longer holds our sins against us, but that no 

matter what we’ve done, Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross paid the 

penalty for our sin, and it is forgiven, gone, washed away!  As the 

Psalmist said, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has God 

removed our transgressions from us.”  (Ps. 103:12) We remember 

this in worship each week after the Prayer of Confession, when we 

hear the Assurance of Pardon, which reminds us of God’s 

forgiveness for us. 

• “the resurrection of the body.”  Because Jesus rose from the dead, 

we are assured that we will too.  Death does not get the final word 

over us.  We will live, because Jesus lives. 

• “And the life everlasting.”   Eternal life will not be halted by death or 

sickness or disability.  We will live forever in God’s presence in joyful 

communion with others. 
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• “Amen.”  “So be it.” 

And that’s it!  What part of the creed resonates with you?  What Good 

News do you find there?  Those who have been around creedal 

churches like ours for a long time find it easy to say the creed without 

thinking much about it.  To say it without meaning.  Maybe spending 

a little time on it, like we did today, will make it more meaningful when 

we say it together now. 


