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“He’s Still At It!” John 20:1-10; 21:15-19 Easter 2017 

 Once upon a time there was a woman who was very active in her 

church.  Her husband, however, would rather go dress shopping with his 

wife than come to worship!  But, once a year, on Easter, he agreed to come 

and take her out to lunch afterwards.  One year, when they were greeting 

the pastor as they were leaving the service, the man just couldn’t contain 

himself.  “Preacher,” he said, “you’re in a rut!  Every time I come here, you 

preach about the resurrection!” 

 Well, if you only come for Easter, I’m afraid you’re going to hear 

about the resurrection here, too!  That’s because it is the central belief of  

Christianity, the belief on which all our other beliefs are based.   Listen to 

these words from John’s gospel that describe the first Easter morning.  

Then I’ll explain what I mean.  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the 

other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running 

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 
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go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 

head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 

itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 

and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their 

homes. (John 20:1-10) 

 Mary comes to the tomb very early on Sunday morning.  She would 

not have been allowed to do so on the previous day, because it was the 

Jewish Sabbath.  She is horrified to find that the tomb has been opened, 

and the body stolen, she supposes.  Notice that neither she, nor the other 

disciples expected the resurrection of Jesus.  From all reports, they were 

shocked, confused, and deeply saddened by the death of the man they had 

followed for several years.  They had watched him heal the sick.  They had 

listened to his teaching, a compelling story of God’s new way of living.  

They had watched while the religious authorities attempted to trip him up, 

but Jesus always seemed to get the best of them.  Just a week ago, as 

they watched great crowds welcome him to Jerusalem like a king, they 

dared to hope that he was finally going to assert his power and free Israel 

from Roman occupation. 
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 But then it all went wrong.  He was arrested, examined by both 

religious and secular authorities, scourged, and executed in the most 

painful and humiliating way available- crucifixion.  They watched as he died 

after six hours of excruciating pain.  No one doubted that his death was 

real.  The soldier had pierced his side with a spear, and two of his followers 

had buried him.  And, everyone understood that dead is dead.  They fully 

expected him to stay where he was.   

 Mary runs to get two of the disciples, Peter and John.  They run to 

see for themselves, enter the tomb and see that the body is gone, and that 

only the burial clothes remain.  Peter can’t figure out what has happened.  

John, however, believes, although it’s not clear exactly what he believes.  

They return home, leaving Mary by the tomb, weeping.  She will have her 

own encounter with Jesus very soon, but I’d like to skip down to chapter 21 

and examine Peter’s encounter with Jesus some time later by the Sea of 

Galilee.  

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 

of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time 

he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He 

said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt 
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hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said 

to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 

him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you 

used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you 

grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 

belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this 

to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he 

said to him, “Follow me.” (John 21:15-19) 

 Jesus singles out Peter for special attention in this post-resurrection 

story.  Peter is the same man who after pledging that he would follow Jesus 

even if everyone else abandoned him, denied that he even knew Jesus 

when things got tough, when Jesus needed his support most.  Peter must 

have been a broken, shame-filled man.  But look how Jesus responds to 

him. 

 “Do you love me more than these?” he asks Peter.  The question is 

ambiguous.  Is Jesus asking if Peter loves him more than all of his fishing 

equipment and employees who were scattered along the beach?  Or, is 

Jesus asking if Peter loves him more than the other disciples, as he had 

previously claimed?  We’re not sure, and Peter doesn’t answer the 

comparison part of the question.  “Yes, Lord.  You know that I love you,” he 

replies.  Jesus responds by giving Peter a task.  “Feed my lambs.”  Then 
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Jesus asks Peter two more times if he loves him.  Each time Peter gives 

the same affirmative response, and Jesus repeats the task in slightly 

different words.  

 And Peter, the broken, failure of a disciple, is restored.  Caring for 

God’s people (feeding Jesus’ sheep) becomes his calling from this time 

forward.  Perhaps it is not an accident that Jesus asks him the question 

three times, because it parallels Peter’s three-fold denial of Jesus.  He 

goes on to tell Peter that there will be a cost to following him- that he will 

die a martyr’s death, and he did.  And then Jesus extends the invitation to 

Peter that he offered to so many during his time on earth, “Follow me.” 

 Eric Reed tells the story of a pastor who was approached by a 

woman following an Easter service.   

“So what happened with Jesus after the Resurrection?” she asked.   

“Well, he ascended into heaven and he’s still alive,” responded the pastor. 

“I know he was resurrected, but he’s alive?” she asked with amazement. 

“Yes, he’s alive!” 

“Alive?  ALIVE?! Why didn’t anyone tell me?” 

 You see, the implications of a living Savior are astounding.  It means 

he can continue to do the same kinds of things that he did when he was 

here on earth- healing, delivering people from demonic forces, empowering 
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the powerless, offering forgiveness, and teaching the good news of the 

gospel, assuring people of God’s unwavering love for them.  That’s what he 

did with Peter following his Resurrection, and he is continuing to do that 

today.  He’s still at it!  Let me tell you about two people with connections to 

this congregation who have experienced the living Jesus in their lives. 

 Last Sunday we announced the recent death of Mike Stein, a man 

who attended here for the last year or two.  Mike lived a hard life, mostly in 

Baltimore.  There, he got involved in hard drugs, joined a gang, participated 

in Satanic worship, and spent time in prison for stealing cars and some 

violent gang fights.  After he got out of prison, he sought help for his 

addictions and to manage his anger.  An older man saw some potential in 

him, and hired him to work in his business, tuning organs, of all things!  

Mike also began turning to Jesus for help. 

 When he came to Gettysburg, he was in pretty rough shape.  He had 

Hepatitis from his drug use and multiple other physical problems.  He stood 

out when he came to worship, with much of his body covered in gang 

tattoos.  And, he didn’t always understand the customs of Presbyterian 

worship, so he’d get up and walk around, and sometimes even come and 

talk to me during the service, even while I was trying to play piano at the 

contemporary service. 
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 He often dropped by our church office and offered to do volunteer 

work around the church.  He gave little gifts to Lou and me, including this 

smiley face key chain that says, “God loves you.”    He was also active at 

the Methodist Church, believing he needed all the support he could get to 

stay clean and become the person God wanted him to be.  He experienced 

the power and presence of the living Christ, and it transformed his life, 

because Jesus is still at it!  By the way, if Mike touched your life somehow, 

come to the remembrance lunch in his memory this Thursday at noon at 

the Methodist Church. 

 The other guy I wanted to tell you about is named Steven.  He is 27 

years old and is currently in prison in Dallas, PA where he is serving a 6-12 

year sentence for aggravated assault that occurred during a mental 

breakdown.  Steven is a veteran of both Afghanistan and Iraq and suffers 

from PTSD, as well as drug and alcohol abuse.  One of our members, Ron 

Knutson, corresponds and speaks with him by phone as part of our 

Stephen Ministry program for prisoners.  Steven, who began following 

Jesus while in the Army, has completed several Bible correspondence 

courses and communicates regularly with Ron.  His favorite Bible verse is 

Psalm 18:2, “The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, 

my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my 

stronghold.”  He would like to work with troubled kids when he gets out of 
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prison, perhaps as a “Big Brother.”  He wants to help these kids learn to 

work on automobiles, a passion of his, and guide them toward the Lord. 

 Steven also enjoys drawing.  He requested a picture of our church 

from Ron, which Ron provided for him.  He then did a pencil drawing of it 

and mailed it back to Ron, as a thank you for our support of him.  Here is a 

slide of it.   

 Jesus is still at it.  He is alive and working in the hearts and minds of 

people all around us.  And he can work in your life, too!  Maybe you’ve 

never been to prison, but perhaps you feel imprisoned by your particular 

situation, and you need help.  Maybe you are stuck in grief over the death 

of a loved one or the break-up of a significant relationship.  Maybe you 

have never found a sense of purpose or meaning in your life.  Perhaps you 

need help in overcoming an addiction.  Maybe you’re someone who often 

knows the right thing to do, but can’t seem to do it.  Or, perhaps you are 

carrying a load of guilt over something you’ve done, and you’d really like to 

put it down.  Or, maybe because you’ve been hurt too much, your heart has 

become hardened to the needs of others. 

 If so, I’ve got good news for you.  The real Good News!  Jesus is 

alive, and he cares about your situation and wants to help you.  And he has 

deputized the rest of us to help you, too!  Why not ask for his help?  He’s 

still at it! 


