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“The End of the Story”  Mic. 4:1-4; Rev. 21:1-5  2/26/17 

 This morning brings us to an end of a series of sermons that have 

highlighted God’s overarching plan for the world.  We began by noting that 

almost everyone, including biblical writers, agree that something is very 

wrong with our world.  Part of what is wrong is the sin that is deeply 

embedded in each one of us and in our institutions.  As much as educators, 

scientists, doctors, politicians, and even preachers can help us, they can’t 

deliver us from the power of sin.  So God launched a divine rescue plan to 

save us from our sin through the life, death, and resurrection of his Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

Whenever I get to this part of the plan, I’m reminded of a sermon I 

once heard by an Associate Pastor at a church where I was working.  I 

think I’ve told you about it before.  The pastor did an excellent job following 

Paul’s line of thought through Romans 5, where he outlines the depth of 

our dilemma, noting that we are powerless to overcome sin on our own.  

Then comes verse 8, “But God extended his love to us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  She focused on the first two words, 

“But God”- two words that changed everything.  But then she made the 

unfortunate choice to refer to this intervention of God as “God’s but.”  And 

she didn’t just say “God’s but” once, but repeated it many times throughout 

the sermon, as a kind of catchphrase. 
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 Sitting near the front row were two 8th grade boys, her son and ours.  

They knew how they were supposed to behave during worship, but a 

sermon about “God’s but” was more than they could handle.  I saw their 

little shoulders convulsing each time she said it as they desperately tried to 

keep from laughing out loud.  They managed to make it through the 

sermon, but I can still picture them running down the aisle after the closing 

hymn bursting with peals of laughter. 

 However, I digress…  But God has graciously rescued us from sin 

through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  And now those who 

follow Jesus are in a life-long process called sanctification, in which God is 

shaping us into the people he designed us to be, so that we can work along 

with him to help restore the world.  It’s a slow process with lots of steps 

forward as well as back.  That’s where we left the story last Sunday. 

 So, how does it all end?  Does it continue like this forever?  No, it 

does not!  Throughout time God has given some of his followers visions of 

how it will end.  Listen to these words from the prophet Micah written 

around 800 B.C. 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 

the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. 

Peoples shall stream to it, 2and many nations shall come and say: “Come, 

let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
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that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out 

of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem. 3He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate 

between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; 4but they shall 

all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall 

make them afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. (Micah 

4:1-4) 

 Micah foresees a time when things will be very different from the way 

they are now.  All the nations will turn to God to learn from him about how 

we were created to live, to “walk in his paths.”  And then God will judge the 

people.  This is a theme found throughout the Bible, and was a major 

theme of Jesus’ teaching.  Many of his parables deal with it, although few 

of us want to be reminded about it. 

 In fact, when I mentioned to my wife, Bonnie, that part of this 

morning’s sermon would deal with judgment, she became very concerned.  

She forcefully reminded me that I needed to have words of comfort and 

encouragement in my sermon.  I assured her that I would be able to do 

that!  Why?  Because my star word for the year is… sensitivity!  A fact that 

she has reminded me of several times already!  (Thanks a lot, Lou!) 
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 Although most people are uncomfortable thinking about judgment, 

when you really reflect on it, judgment is absolutely necessary.  First of all, 

justice demands that wrongs be righted.  Those who abuse children need 

to be held to account.  Those who order bombings of civilian 

neighborhoods should be accountable for those actions.  Those who 

engage in buying and selling human beings must be brought to justice.  

Those who cheat vulnerable people out of their savings must be made to 

pay.  God is just.  And almost all of us desire that wrongs be righted.  

 Second, heaven would not be heaven if evil-doers continued to do 

evil there!  We’d wind up with the same mess we have today.  So, there 

has to be some kind of sorting or purifying.  And God is capable of doing so 

in a just and merciful way.  In fact, only God can balance the scales of 

mercy and justice, and we trust him to do so.  And those who follow Jesus 

have no need to live in fear of coming judgment.  Remember Paul’s words 

that we read a couple weeks ago from Romans 8.  “There is therefore now 

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 8:1)  No 

condemnation!  Jesus paid the price for our sins, and we are freed from 

them and their penalty forever.  This is the good news! 

 OK, back to Micah.  After the judgment comes peace and shalom- 

wholeness of life.  Beat your swords into plowshares.  Close the Army War 

College in Carlisle.  Enjoy life as you sit under your vines and fig trees!  
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There are echoes of Eden here; the world is restored to the way God 

intended it to be. 

 And did you notice that there is no need for fear anymore?  “No one 

shall make them afraid.” (Micah 4:4)  So much of what motivates our 

actions today, be they personal or national or international, is fear.  Some 

of it is rational, some of it is irrational.  Sometimes it’s hard to know the 

difference- that’s why truth and sober assessment are so important.  But 

Micah foresees a day when there will be no need for fear at all. 

 The prophet Isaiah had a similar vision about the future.  He echoed 

much of what Micah said, and adds this, “The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and lion and the 

fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.”  (Isa. 11:6) 

 John continues this vision in the last book of the Bible.  Late in the 

book of Revelation, after Jesus has returned and defeated evil and 

judgment has occurred, we read these words in Rev. 21:  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, 

the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as 

their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he 
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will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 

crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed 

away.” 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making 

all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.” (Rev. 21:1-5) 

 God gave John a vision to encourage God’s people who were under 

persecution, reminding them that their present suffering wasn’t the end of 

the story.  There is hope for the future!  As Lou reminded us a few weeks 

ago, “The beginning isn’t the end.”  John foresees a time when God will 

dwell with all people.  God will wipe away their tears.  No one will die, and 

therefore, grieving will end.  Death and grieving and pain and fear belong to 

the present age, but they will not be part of the age to come, in which God 

is making everything new. 

 These words have had special meaning for those who suffer greatly, 

from illness, or painful relationships, oppression by governments, or from 

poverty.  Churches in those situations rely greatly on passages like these 

for some sense of hope, a reminder that this is not all there is.  I hope these 

words will give hope to some of you, too, for I know some of you are also 

suffering. 

 For others of us, these visions of the future give us glimpses of what 

God intends our world to be.  Even though ultimately, God will need to 
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intervene directly to make it happen, God is at work in and through us 

today to re-make this world into the world God created it to be.  That is hard 

work, marked with failure as well as success as we labor for peace 

between people and nations, to eradicate poverty and disease, to provide 

meaningful work for all people, and to be sure all people are treated with 

fairness and justice.  It is the work to which God calls us, and the small 

triumphs we see- for example homeless people finding permanent housing 

through Gettysburg CARES- those triumphs give us glimpses of the future, 

and hope that God’s new world is indeed coming. 

 Some Christians have spent a great deal of time and energy trying to 

figure out exactly when these things will happen.  There have been literally 

scores of predictions about this.  They all had one thing in common.  They 

were all wrong!  So don’t spend a lot of time trying to figure it out!  As the 

gospel song says, “I don’t know when he’s comin’, but I know he’ll be on 

time!”  Instead, try to live the life to which God is calling you now, knowing 

that in God’s good time, a new world is coming.  In one sense, that will be 

the end of the story.  But in another sense, it will be a whole new beginning! 


