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“What Do You Really Want for Your Kids?”  Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4  

Oct. 15, 2017 

 What do you want for your children?  (or, grandchildren for that 

matter?)  When I hear people talking about what they want for their kids, 

they often say something like, “I just want him to be happy.”  Or, “I want her 

to be successful.”  And that sounds pretty good, doesn’t it?  I know I’m glad 

my kids are both reasonably successful (though in wildly different ways) 

and happy. 

 Yet, if we dig a little deeper, we may find that that happiness and 

success are not all that we really want for our kids.  For example, if my son 

was a happy deadbeat dad, I’d have to admit that isn’t what I want for him.  

Or, if my daughter were a successful drug dealer, again, that isn’t what I 

want for her!  Happiness and success are important, but they aren’t all that 

I want for my kids.  What I really want for my children is found in the story 

of David Kraft. 

 David grew up in the San Francisco Bay area of California, with 

strong Christian parents who taught him about Jesus.  In time he also grew 

to love Jesus and went to seminary, eventually working on the staff of the 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  He was a big guy, 6’ tall and 200 pounds.  

But at the age of 32, he was diagnosed with cancer.  Treatments were 

ineffective.  He dropped down to 80 pounds. 
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 Shortly before his death, he was lying in bed, talking with his father.  

“Dad,” he said, “do you remember when I was a little boy, how you used to 

just hold me close in your arms?” 

 His dad nodded.  “Do you think, Dad, you could do that one more 

time?  One last time?” 

 His father bent down to pick up his 32 year-old son, and held him 

close.  Tears were streaming down both of their faces.  Finally, David said 

to his father, “Thank you for building the kind of character into my life that 

can enable me to face even a moment like this.”  Thank you for building the 

kind of character into my life that can enable me to face even a moment 

like this. 

 Happiness will come and go.  Success can be fleeting.  But character 

lasts forever.  When we really think about it, I think what we want most for 

our children, is that they be people of strong character. 

 How does that happen?  Study after study shows that parents have a 

huge influence on the character of their kids.  And also on their future faith, 

the foundation of strong character.  Those studies confirm what we read in 

the Scriptures. 

6Train children in the right way, 

and when old, they will not stray. (Prov. 22:6) 
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The proverb reminds us that the character we build into our kids usually 

lasts!  Or, how about this verse from Ephesians? 

4And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in 

the discipline and instruction of the Lord. (Eph. 6:4) 

A clear instruction calling us to bring up our children in the faith.  And, if you 

have had your children baptized, you took vows to do exactly that. 

 It’s interesting that what most of us really want for our children 

coincides with what God wants for them.  And God gave us the 

responsibility to raise our children in a way that leads to faith and character.  

Now character is unlikely to happen all by itself!  Kids never have to be 

taught to be self-centered and uncaring or to lie, that comes naturally to 

them.  But they do have to be taught and trained to care about others and 

to tell the truth!  How are you doing with that?  If we really want our kids to 

develop faith and strong character, is what you’re doing likely to lead to 

that? 

 Let me tell you what I’m seeing.  I’m seeing lots of kids who are over-

programmed.  I’m seeing activities of all sorts that demand immense 

amounts of time from our kids, and increasingly are taking place on Sunday 

mornings, the prime time for the church to work with parents in passing 

along the faith and building strong character into our children.  When we 

allow other activities to crowd out church, it sends a message to our 
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children that these activities are more important than church, more 

important than giving God his due in worship, and learning what he expects 

from us. 

 We have some parents at GPC who draw a pretty hard line on this.  

They tell coaches, “You can have my son for practices and games 

throughout the week, but Sunday mornings are reserved for church.  He’ll 

be available after worship.” 

Now I know that might be unacceptable to a coach.  Your child may 

have to drop out of the program or lose his or her starting position.  But in 

the long run it may be worth it.  I’m guessing in 10-15 years, your child’s 

soccer, baseball, dance, or even music skills won’t matter too much 

compared to their relationship with God and their character. 

Now, I’m not saying that we should never allow our kids to participate 

in activities on Sunday mornings.  But we should do so only after carefully 

considering whether a particular activity is really helping give our kids what 

we ultimately want for them.  Another option for parents would be to say 

something like this to a child:  “You know Sunday morning is important to 

us as a time to worship God and learn what God expects from us.  

However, for this season, we’re willing to allow you to play in Sunday 

morning chess tournaments, with the understanding that later in the day, 

we’ll all sit down together and watch the morning worship service on-line- 
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without any complaining!”  That could work, too.  It conveys the importance 

of worship and learning about God. 

I think the important thing is that we don’t just go with the flow on 

these activities, getting sucked deeper and deeper into giving lots of time 

and money without carefully weighing the long-term benefits of a given 

program for our child.  We need to take the long view.  To make decisions 

in light of what we really, ultimately want for our children. 

One of the most difficult decisions we ever made regarding our 

daughter, Melissa, came at the end of 8th grade.  She was a very bright 

student who excelled in science.  Her science teacher strongly encouraged 

her to apply to Thomas Jefferson High School, one of the top schools in the 

state of Virginia.  It had a strong emphasis in science and technology.  We 

had no doubt she would have loved it!  But I had been serving as a youth 

director in this same community of Northern Virginia, and I had watched the 

effect that going to Thomas Jefferson had on students.  Yes, they made 

great strides academically, but they had little time for anything else, 

because of the enormous workload placed on them.  Many of them 

dropped out of church and youth group as well as other activities. 

Fortunately, the local community high school was a good one, and we 

decided that Melissa could get what she needed academically there, while 

still having a life outside school.  We did not allow her to attend Thomas 
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Jefferson.  It was an extremely difficult decision to make, especially in that 

academically-obsessed community.  She wasn’t happy about it either, but I 

believe we made the correct decision, and it certainly didn’t hold her back 

academically after high school.  The important thing is to think about 

decisions in light of what you ultimately want for your children. 

Let’s also talk a little bit about how you might actually build faith and 

character into your children.  First, talk about faith and values at home.  

This applies to grandparents, too, who can have an enormous impact on 

their grandchildren!  When a group of elementary school kids were asked 

to rank a list of things that were important to their parents, “getting good 

grades” ranked higher than “being kind.”  Kids thought that it was more 

important to their parents that they get good grades, than that they had 

good character.  So, look for opportunities to affirm good character in your 

kids, as much as you affirm their academic or sports or music or dance 

achievements.  Let them know what’s important to you.  And if character 

traits aren’t most important to you, it’s time for you to do some inner work to 

discover why these other things are so important to you! 

Here’s another idea.  When your kids experience failure or fear or 

rejection, you have an opportunity to guide them to Jesus, the One who 

understands their failure, fear, or rejection, because he experienced these 

same things himself.  You can assure them of God’s love and care for them 
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even when things aren’t going well.  Pray with them about what’s important 

to them. 

You also communicate a lot about faith and character by your own 

faith and character.  Talk with them appropriately about difficulties you are 

having and how your faith and character are at work in your decisions.  In a 

few weeks, you’ll fill out a pledge card for your giving to GPC next year.  

Talk with them about how you decide how much to give.  Encourage them 

to fill out their own pledge card!  Teach them to be generous with their 

money.  And show them how to be generous with their time, as you give 

time to serve God and others.  These are things we can do to help our kids 

get where we ultimately want them to be. 

We would like to assist you in passing the faith and good character 

on to your children.  In fact, “building good character” is the theme of youth 

club this year.  Also, watch the newsletter and bulletin for ideas and 

resources for faith discussions and activities at home.  After Sunday School 

or youth club or youth group, ask your kids what they learned.  Ask them 

questions about the topic to engage them further. 

Fifty-six years ago, six year-old Ruby Bridges walked into William 

Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans as the first black child to attend 

that school.  She was surrounded by federal marshals as she walked past 

hate-filled white parents and kids shouting threats.  By the end of the day, 
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those parents pulled all the white kids out of that school to protest her 

presence, every single one of them.  She was the only student left, taught 

all year by the one teacher willing to remain.  Every morning she walked 

past huge crowds of protesters shouting slurs and threats.  

 Psychiatrist Robert Coles, who was studying children in the 

desegregating South, took a special interest in Ruby.  Her teacher told the 

doctor that she noticed Ruby often moved her lips when she was walked 

into the school.  So, he asked her, “Ruby, who were you talking to when 

you walked into school?”  Ruby said, “I was talking to God and praying for 

the people in the street.”   

“Why are you doing that?” asked the doctor.   

“Well, I wanted to.  Don’t you think they need praying for?”   

“Where did you learn to do that?” Coles asked.   

“From my mommy and daddy and from the minister at church.  I pray 

every morning and every afternoon when I come home.”   

“But Ruby, those people are so mean to you. You must have other 

feelings besides just wanting to pray for them.”   

“No,” she replied, “I just keep praying for them and hope God will be 
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good to them…and I always pray the same thing- Please God, forgive 

them, because they don’t know what they’re doing.” 

 A truly astounding child, wasn’t she?   A child whose parents and 

church invested in her faith and character, a character filled with courage 

and love and forgiveness.  May all of our children have such character! 

 Let’s pray: 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care 

of children:  Give us calm strength and patient wisdom as we bring them 

up, that we may teach them to love Whatever is just and true and good, 

following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. (from the Book of 

Common Prayer) 


