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“What’s New?” II Cor. 5:17; Col. 3:3-5, 12-15 9/24/17 

 Last week we focused on a short little verse from Paul’s second letter 

to the church in Corinth, Greece.  We’re spending three weeks looking at 

the implications of this verse, so let’s review it together.  Say it with me.  

“17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new!” (II Cor. 5:17)  Here, Paul 

promises a fresh start- with the old disappearing and the new coming- for 

all those who are “in Christ.”  Last week we talked about what it means to 

be “in Christ,” summing it up by saying that those who are in Christ trust 

Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  If you missed last week, you might want to 

check it out on our website, because only by being “in Christ,” can you 

expect a fresh start! 

 While serving an 8-month sentence at Rikers Island, the rapper, Lil 

Wayne, commented that he took time each day to read his Bible.  In a 2011 

interview with Rolling Stone Magazine, he summarized his understanding 

of the Bible.  “It was deep!  I like the parts where some character was once 

this, but he ended up being that.  Like he’d be dissing Jesus, and then he 

ends up being a saint.  That was cool.”  And that’s the heart of what we’re 

talking about today.  Once, we may have been like that, but now we’re like 

this. 
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 Let’s get specific.  How have we changed?  What exactly does Paul 

mean when he says that “everything old has passed away,” and 

“everything has become new?”  In his letter to the church in Colossae, Paul 

describes what he had in mind.  We’ll start with the “old things” that have 

“passed away.” 

 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of 

these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are 

the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now 

you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that 

you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed 

yourself with the new self...” (Col. 3:5-10a) 

 Apparently, we have a role to play with the old things that pass away, 

because Paul tells us to put them to death.  We’ll talk more about that later, 

but let’s look at what’s in the list here.  The first four words have to do with 

sexual sin: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire.  These sins would 

have been especially difficult for the early Christians to whom Paul was 

writing, because the Greek and Roman cultures in which they lived 

permitted and accepted almost any kind of sexual experience, including a 

lot of sexual abuse and exploitation.  But Christians are called to a new 
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standard.  They are to reserve sex for the life-covenant of marriage, which 

is also very difficult for Christians living in our own culture!  He then adds 

“greed” to the list, which is another kind of desire for the wrong thing- 

money!  Greed is the opposite of the desire to give.  Paul goes so far as to 

say greed is idolatry!  It puts something else- wealth- in God’s place. 

 But there are more “old things” to put to death!  “Anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive language.” The first word, anger, covers long-

simmering anger, like someone who continues to nurse a grudge.  Wrath 

has to do with sharp outbursts of temper.  I once worked with someone 

given to sudden outbursts of rage.  Whenever he was around, everyone 

was on edge, not knowing when he might go off, but certain that it would 

happen.  It did not lead to a healthy work environment!  The next word, 

malice, is the viciousness of spirit that leads to anger and wrath, as well as 

what follows- “slander and abusive language.”  That includes gossip, and 

the kind of attacking, demeaning language that has become so common on 

social media and in our political discourse. 

 Finally, Paul says we are not to lie to one another.  We are to be 

tellers of the truth, not people who deceive or mislead. 

This is not an arbitrary list of sins.  Did you notice that all of the things 

on this list have something in common?  Think about it!  Sexual sin, inner 

rage, and intemperate words all have the effect of harming human 
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relationships.  You’ve probably been hurt by some of these sins yourself.    

Those who are “in Christ” refrain from doing things that can harm their 

relationships to other people, because we understand that those other 

people have just as much value and worth as we do.  Each one of us is a 

being made in the image of God and is loved by God.  Therefore, to harm 

another person in any of these ways, puts us at odds with the God who 

made them!  One of the ways we are becoming new is that we set aside 

these kinds of things that harm human relationships. 

Instead, we are to replace these attitudes and actions with new ones.  

Verse 10.  “you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have 

clothed yourself with the new self...”  Here’s what the “new self” is like.    

“12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one 

another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; 

just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.14Above all, 

clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 

you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” (Col. 3:12-15) 

 Paul says those who are in Christ are no longer characterized by the 

common, harmful ways of human interaction, but instead are called to 

“clothe ourselves” with virtues like “compassion, kindness, humility, 
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meekness, and patience.”  Compassion or empathy is the ability to put 

yourself in the place of another, to feel what they are feeling, to understand 

what they are thinking.  This requires getting out of ourselves and carefully 

attending to another person.  This does not come naturally to us, but is a 

very attractive quality!  We are to treat others with compassion and 

kindness.   

Now, I often use this passage in weddings, applying it to marriage.  

To illustrate compassion, I sometimes use a scenario in which the groom, 

we’ll call him “Lou,” and the bride, we’ll call her “Candace,” have come to 

an agreement that Lou will do the cooking on Monday to Wed. nights, and 

Candace will do it Thursday through Sat.  They hope someone invites them 

out on Sunday!   

 Anyway, Lou comes home late one Thursday afternoon to find 

Candace stretched out on the couch, complaining of a headache after an 

awful day at work.  Lou empathizes with her, saying, “That must have been 

a really difficult day for you.  I’m really sorry you’re feeling so bad.  And, I’m 

really looking forward to that chili you’re making for dinner tonight.”  Now, if 

Christian faith only required fairness in our relationships with one another, 

Lou’s response would be fine.  But we’re called to compassion and 

kindness.  A kind response from Lou would be, “I’m sorry you had such a 

difficult day.  How about if I do the cooking tonight, or better yet, I’ll get 
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some takeout somewhere!”  That’s real compassion.  And I might add that 

it goes hand-to-hand with “sensitivity,” which you know is my star word for 

the year! 

 But there’s more.  Humility enables us to see ourselves as God sees 

us, as creatures made in God’s own image, yet shot-through with sin and 

selfishness and limited in our knowledge.  Humility.  “Meekness” is better 

translated as “gentleness.”  It doesn’t mean we have to be doormats for 

everyone else!  It’s possible to assert what we believe to be right, without 

demeaning another person.  Gentleness.  And being patient with another 

person means acknowledging that their needs and priorities are just as 

important as our own!  Patience.  

 “Bearing with one another” means putting up with the minor stuff in a 

relationship that can sometimes drive us nuts.  It’s about tolerance.  And 

forgiveness is living in a graceful way toward others, because God has 

been graceful toward us.  When someone wrongs you in a way that hurts 

you, you have a very important choice to make.  You can hang on to the 

hurt, allowing it to turn into bitterness and anger, which will drive a wedge 

between you and the other person.  Or, you can try to come to an 

understanding with the other person, letting go of the wrong done to you, 

and opening up the possibility of reconciliation and healing.  Forgiveness. 
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 All these things are ways of showing love, which fulfills Christ’s 

command to love our neighbor as our self.  This isn’t a gushy, happy-

feeling kind of love.  You may or may not have those feelings for the people 

with whom you live, work, or play.  But love is far more than happy feelings.  

It means that we act in a way that is in the best interest of the other person.  

With compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Tolerating 

the things that bother us, and forgiving offenses against us.  That’s acting 

in a truly loving way toward others. 

 The problem is that many Christians appear to live like the old hasn’t 

passed away, and the new hasn’t come.  They appear to be just as 

grumpy, insensitive, and callous as anyone else.  What’s that about?  Let 

me quote from that great theologian, Bono, the front man for the band U2.  

He writes, “Your nature is a hard thing to change;  it takes time… I have 

heard of people who have life-changing, miraculous turnarounds, people 

set free from addiction after a single prayer, relationships saved where both 

parties “let go, and let God.”  But it was not like that for me.  For all that ‘I 

was lost, I am found,’ it is probably more accurate to say, ‘I was really lost.  

I’m a little less so at the moment.’  And then a little less and a little less 

again.  That to me is the spiritual life.  The slow reworking and rebooting 

the computer at regular intervals, reading the small print of the service 
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manual.  It has slowly rebuilt me in a better image.  It has taken years, 

though, and it is not over yet.” 

 I think he’s exactly right, and he gives us an insight about the problem 

of Christians who don’t act like it.  Sometimes, we see a person act in an 

un-Christ-like way, as though they are not “in Christ” at all.  But we don’t 

know how far that person has come.  Perhaps they used to act like that all 

the time, and now it’s unusual for them.  Or, perhaps, they haven’t allowed 

God to deal with that part of them, yet.  We can’t ever know what’s going 

on in someone else’s heart, and what God is doing to transform them.  But 

we can examine our own lives in light of lists like this one from Colossians 

3, and take inventory of how we’re doing in allowing God to get rid of the 

old and build the new into us. 

 Next week, we’ll continue exploring our verse from II Cor. 5.  Say it 

with me again:  17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 


