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“Questions & Answers”  8/27/17 

(Members of the congregation submitted questions for the pastors to 

answer during the sermon time on 8/27 and 9/3.  I prepared the following 

answer to these two questions.  The other answers were not scripted.) 

13.  Why don’t we talk about Jesus’ return?  Is it important? 

11.  How will we as Christian truly know about such predictions mentioned 

in the book of Revelation?  (rapture, anti-Christ, the Beast, the blowing of 

the trumpet, et al)  Are we truly there now? 

Since these question are related, I’m going to deal with them 

together.  Let me start by saying that Jesus came the first time in quiet 

humility, teaching and performing miracles as he began the Kingdom of 

God on earth, promising that one day all the world would be under God’s 

rule, bringing peace and harmony to everyone.  He left before that promise 

was completed, promising to return in glory and power to finish the work.  

(John 14:1-3; Phil. 2:6-11, etc.)  Meanwhile, we are to carry out the work of 

bringing the Kingdom of God to bear on every area of life.   

The New Testament writers all testified to their belief that Jesus 

would return, although both Jesus and the New Testament writers said that 

they didn’t know when it would happen.  It’s a very important belief, 

because Jesus’ return will bring ultimate justice for those who have been 
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wronged and persecuted in this life, and will bring God’s rule for everyone.  

All of our creeds affirm this belief.  Without Jesus’ return we have little 

reason for hope in a sin-filled world. 

 The book of Revelation, “The Revelation of John,” talks about the end 

times in graphic, vivid, confusing images and symbols.  It is notoriously 

difficult to interpret, and has been interpreted in a wide variety of ways 

throughout the centuries.  The great Reformers (Martin Luther and John 

Calvin) mostly ignored it, probably because they couldn’t understand it 

either!  Part of the reason the book is so difficult is that it is written in a style 

of writing that is no longer in use, called apocalyptic writing.  It was popular 

in Jewish circles beginning a couple hundred years before Jesus.  Parts of 

the Old Testament books of Daniel and Zechariah are written in this style, 

and Jesus even employs it in a short discourse in the gospels.  As I 

mentioned before it features bold, vivid, cosmic, symbolic images like 

dragons, trumpets, seals, and the Beast.   

 In the late 1800’s a new way of interpreting Revelation, called 

Dispensationalism, gained traction among some Christians, especially 

when they were featured in the popular Scofield Reference Bible.  This 

interpretation states that it is possible to correlate the stories and images 

found in Daniel, the gospels, and Revelation into a unified time-line of the 

future.  Many evangelical churches latched on to this understanding of “end 
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times prophesy” and produced charts detailing everything will happen in the 

future.  The “Left Behind” series of books and films is based on this 

theology, as are any number of other books, songs, and films.   

 However, most biblical scholars reject Darby’s understanding of 

Revelation, believing that Revelation was never intended to predict the 

future, except in broadest terms- that ultimately, God will defeat the forces 

of evil.  These scholars believe that Revelation was primarily written to 

encourage Christians who were struggling under Roman persecution and 

that the symbols of evil- like the beast- refer to the Roman empire or 

emperor.  I tend to agree with these scholars, that there is no cryptic, 

hidden timeline to be found in the Bible.  That explains why attempts to 

predicts Christ’s return have failed again and again and again! 

 So, there’s no need to worry about missing Jesus’ return.  All the 

biblical writers teach that it will be world-wide and unmistakable.  


