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Heroes and Heroines of the Faith:  Job Job (selected verses)  7/30/17 

 As we continue our series on “Heroes and Heroines of the Faith,” we 

come to Job.  I learned the remarkable story of Job as a child.  In fact, I 

remember my mother often extolling Job’s patience, when she would say 

something like, “David, you could try the patience of Job!”  I don’t think that 

was compliment to me!  But there is a lot more to Job than just his 

patience, as we’ll see. 

 The story begins with Job living a happy, godly, contented life filled 

with his large extended family, enjoying his great wealth.  Unknown to Job, 

God has noticed him, and so has Satan, who comes before God to say that 

God shouldn’t feel too good about Job’s faithfulness to him.  Satan says 

Job is only doing it because God has blessed him so much.  God disagrees 

but allows Satan to take away Job’s family and wealth, to see if Job will 

remain faithful.  So Satan takes it all away.  His all of his adult children die, 

and all his wealth is gone.  Job is crushed by these losses, yet remains 

faithful to God.   

Satan then returns to God, and says that yes, Job has passed the 

test, but he still has his health, doesn’t he?  God then allows Satan to 

compromise Job’s health, and Satan covers him with sores “from the 

bottom of his feet to the crown of his head.”  Job is absolutely miserable, 
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isolated, and hopeless.  He just wants to die, actually cursing the day of his 

birth. 

Now, you might wonder:  Does God really engage in  cosmic chess 

matches with us human beings as his pawns?  No, I don’t think so.  

Nowhere else in Scripture do we find God operating that way.  I think the 

story of Job is in the Bible to teach us about how someone can remain 

faithful to God in the midst of a horrific situation, not to teach us about how 

God works in our world.  And, I’ll be glad to talk further with anyone about 

why I think that way after the service! 

 The rest of the book of Job consists of a series of speeches between 

Job and his “comforting” friends, who wax philosophical about what caused 

Job’s sudden calamities.  Their view of the world is simple.  God is just, 

rewarding the faithful, and punishing sinners.  Therefore, Job must have 

committed some great sin since he is receiving such obvious punishments 

from God.  It’s only logical!  But Job maintains his innocence, even as 

“friend” after “friend” accuses him of great sin and calls him to repent.  He 

demands an audience with the Almighty so that he can make his case 

before God because he believes God is treating him unjustly.  Finally, at 

the very end of the book, God answers Job.  The book is a very well-written 

story, and I hope you’ll read it for yourself! 
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 Usually, sermons about Job focus on the problem of suffering in the 

world, which is certainly raised by the story, but ultimately not answered.  

Instead, we’re going to focus on Job’s character, for we can learn a lot from 

the way he lived. 

 For example, as my mother reminded me, Job had tremendous 

patience in enduring his many trials, although if you read his frustrated 

responses to his friends, you’ll learn that his patience wasn’t limitless!  And 

his patience had its root in other character traits. 

 Notice that Job was not afraid to confront and challenge conventional 

thinking about God when it didn’t fit with his experience.  In particular, he 

challenged the Karma-like belief that God always rewards the faithful and 

punishes the unfaithful.  Job knew he hadn’t done anything to deserve what 

was happening to him.  (And he was right!)  So he challenged the beliefs of 

his friends by directing them to think about something they had all seen:  

evil people who prosper and live happy lives!  They could not deny this, 

and their simplistic view of God’s action in the world began to take on 

water.  Maybe things weren’t as simple as they thought they were.  Job 

was willing to stand against prevailing views, when they didn’t line up with 

reality.   

 Part of the reason Job felt comfortable challenging the conventional 

wisdom about God was that he had a close relationship with God.  He 
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knew God well and believed deep in his bones that God was good and 

could be trusted.  But he didn’t hold back his feelings, his doubts, and his 

questions when he spoke to God, either.  Several times he demanded that 

God speak with him and explain what was going on.  Listen to these verses 

from chapter 23. 

Then Job answered:  

2 ‘Today also my complaint is bitter; 

   his hand is heavy despite my groaning.  

3 O that I knew where I might find him, 

   that I might come even to his dwelling!  

4 I would lay my case before him, 

   and fill my mouth with arguments.  

5 I would learn what he would answer me, 

   and understand what he would say to me.  

6 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? 

   No; but he would give heed to me.  

7 There an upright person could reason with him, 

   and I should be acquitted forever by my judge. (Job. 23:1-7) 

Job demands to be allowed to plead his case before the Almighty, and is 

confident that he will prevail, because God is just and reasonable. 
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The third quality I see in Job is his faithfulness to God even in the 

midst of unimaginable pain and suffering.  He has lost his children and 

probably grandchildren.  And, his loss of wealth means that he has no 

security for the future.  And he is suffering from a terrible illness.  Yet, Job’s 

faithfulness to God is evident several times in the book.  The first takes 

place shortly after he has lost everything and been afflicted with those 

dreadful sores.  

9Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, 

and die.” 10But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would 

speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the 

bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. (Job 2:9-10)  Even in his 

suffering, Job remembered that God had blessed him with good things for 

many years, and he had gladly received those blessings.  He sees no 

reason to abandon the God who had previously been so good to him just 

because things are bad now.  What an amazing perspective!  I have trouble 

remembering God’s goodness sometimes when I get stuck in traffic for a 

few minutes!  We can learn from Job!  We’re often quick to blame or 

question God when things go badly for us, but fail to recognize his hand in 

all the good which comes to us. 

Here’s another astonishing statement of faith from Job to his friends.   

13Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me 
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what will. 

14Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand? 

15Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own 

ways before him. (Job. 13:13-15 KJV)  “Though he slay me, yet will I trust 

him.”  Most of us have trouble trusting in God when relatively small things 

go wrong, or when we have to endure the common disappointments and 

afflictions of life.  Not Job.  He may cry out and protest his innocence, but 

ultimately, he trusts in the goodness of God. 

I believe that this story of Job can be helpful to us in a several ways.  

First, it reminds us that questioning God, especially seeking the meaning of 

what is happening to us, is not wrong.  In fact, it can be a good thing.  A 

study by professors at Wheaton College found that people who seek to find 

spiritual meaning in the midst of disasters lower their rates of post-

traumatic stress disorder symptoms.  Part of being human is trying to figure 

out why bad things happen to us and what meaning we can find in our 

suffering.  There is nothing wrong with that, and Job is never condemned 

for it. 

Second, the story reminds us that simple explanations for why bad 

things happen to good people are cold comfort to the people who are 

actually suffering.  When more people knew the Bible, the phrase “Job’s 

comforters” was a well-understood description of someone who tried to be 
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of comfort to people, only to make things worse!  That should caution us 

from trying to explain to people why we think bad things are happening to 

them.  I have heard people say things like, “God must have needed her in 

heaven.”  Or, “I’m sure God will make you stronger through this.”  Or, “Be 

sure to thank God for this.  The scripture tells us to ‘give thanks in all 

circumstances’.”  There may be some truth in some of these statements, 

but it’s better to just let people know that you care about their situation and 

that you are praying for them, rather than trying to give an explanation. 

The story of Job resists simple explanations for the problem of 

suffering in the world.  In the end, Job does get his chance to make his 

case before God and God answers him.   

“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 2“Who is this that 

darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 3Gird up your loins like a 

man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 

have understanding. 5Who determined its measurements—surely you 

know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or 

who laid its cornerstone 7when the morning stars sang together and all the 

heavenly beings shouted for joy? (Job. 38:1-7)   
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God continues like this for four chapters, listing wonder after wonder 

of creation and asking Job if he can explain it.  In the end, the book 

concludes that God’s ways are mysterious and unfathomable to human 

beings like you and me.  The question is whether or not we can trust God 

even when we don’t understand what He’s up to. 

 Imagine you were in Nazi-occupied France during WWII.  You quietly 

let it be known that you want to join the French resistance movement.  One 

evening at a local bar, a stranger approaches you and introduces himself 

as the leader of the resistance.  He spends the evening explaining what is 

involved in being part of the resistance, giving you a chance to get to know 

him and to decide whether you really want to do this.  He warns that you 

will never meet with him again; that your orders will come from other 

sources and they not make sense to you.  You will often be in the dark 

about the overall plan of the resistance, knowing just your own small part.  

 You have to decide whether you are willing to put your trust in this 

man, a trust that may require much of you and could put your life at risk. 

Can you trust him with your life? 

 Of course, that’s similar to our situation with God.  We often don’t 

have a clue what God is up to.  We sometimes experience hardships for 

which we can find no explanation.  And sometimes we wonder whether 

living according to God’s ways is worth it, when we see others who follow 
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their own ways and seem much happier and have greater success than us!  

Job is an example of someone who knew God and trusted God enough to 

continue to serve him, even when he was suffering deeply and couldn’t 

begin to understand what God was up to.  Can you do that? 

 Do you trust God like that?  Perhaps God will just give you the gift of 

such trust and closeness to Him, but for most of us it comes with practice, 

with stepping out in faith and believing that a good God is still in control of 

our world and your life.  Can you do that? 


